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QUENTIN DURWARD. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE SUiiBSNDEB. 

Rescue or none, Sir Knight, I am your captive ; 
Deal with me what your nobleness suggests-— 
Thinking the chance of war may one day place you 
. Where I must now be reckon'd— i' the roU 
Of melancholy prisoners. 

Anonymous^ 

The skirmifih betwixt the Schwarz-reiters and 
the Burgundian men-at-arms lasted scarcely fiye 
minutes, so soon were the former put to the rout 
by the superiority of the latter, in armour, weight 
of horse, and military spirit. In less than the 
i^ace we have mentioned, the Count of Greve- 
coeur, wiping his bloody sword upon his horse^s 
mane ere he sheathed it, came back to the verge 
of the forest, where Isabelle hadremiuned a spec* 
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4 CHAP. I. THE SURRENDER. . 

tator of the combat. One part of his people fol- 
lowed him, while the other continued to pursue 
the flying enemy for a little space along the cause- 
way* 

^< It is shame,^ said tiie Count, *^ that the 
weapons of knights and gentlemen should be soil- 
ed by the blood of those brutal swine.^ 

So saying, he r^tum^djui^ weapon to the sheath, 
and added, <^ This is a rough welcome to your 
home, my pretly couflin, but wandering prin- 
cesses must expect such adventures. And well I 
came up in time, for, let me assure you, the Black 
Troopers respect a countess's Coronet as little as 
a country-wench^'s coif, aji4 1 think your retinue 
is not qualified for much resistance.^ 

'* My Lord Count,'' md the I^ftdy Isabrfle, 
-^^ without futtber ft^tmi l^t n^ tww if ][ 4ua 
a prisdner, and where y^u ai» tp conduct m^J^ 

« You know^ you pHJjt cbiWi" $m^^Ted the 
Cbuttt, ^^ how I would answer that question, did 
•h rest on me« But you» and yQW foolish miitch- 
making, marriage^himtifig aiUit, ha^e mad^ such 
'wiid U8i9 of your wings of lat^ that, it fear yon 
4»u^ be ocntonled to fold them up iii % «(tg0 for 
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«]fAF. r. THE svKva&i^Dtn. 6 

'tt Kttle while For my part^ Hty ditty, imd it h 
a tod O&0) will be eaded wh^ I hate conducted 
you to the Court of the Dufce, 4t PcMnfie i for 
wtiieb put^se, I tndd It ne^Msaty tdr defiter the 
eominaiid of thk ifecbunoiiiiitg pftrty to tny ticiL 
phew, Coittft 8le)^ett, i«fMle I return with pm 
thfdief^ ^ I thinh you may deed an hiterosstor*^ 
And I hope the youngs giddy-pate will disehal^ 
hi» duty Wisely ."^ 

" So please you, fair uncle,'' said Count 6te». 
pfaen, <^ if ybu doubt my capacity to conduct the 
nteiMt^Ufafsr, even remain with them yourwff, 
itiid 1 wilt be the n^rvant aiA^ guard of lb« Coutit- 
«dd IfiaJbette of Crc^*.'* 

' ^ No cloiibt, tear nefhew^^ ^xamet&A Ins ^tfde, 
<< this were a goodly improvement on niy scheme \ 
but metfaiiikff I lifctf it as welt in the way I pfan. 
ned it Please you, dierefore, to take iiotie^ 
that your bdsitiess here h^ liot to hunt after and 
Miek these black hog^, for which you seeuxi^ but 
now to have felt an especial vocation^, but to 
bring ine true udirig^ wImH; ie going forwatd in 
the OOURtry of iLiege, concerning which' wie hemr 
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6 CHAP. I. THE SURKEKDER. 

such wild Pinnours. Let some half a sc6re of 
lanced follow me, and the rest remain with my 
banner, under your guidance.^ 

'^ Yet one moment. Cousin of Creveece^r,^ 
smd the Countess Isabelle, << and let me, in yield- 
]|ig myself prisoner, stipulate at least for the safe- 
ty of those who have befriended me in my miah 
fortunes. Permit this good fellow, my trusty 
guide, to go back unharmed to his native town 
of Liege." 

'^ My nef^ew," said Crevecoeur, after lookkig 
sharply at GloVer^s honest breadth of countenanoe, 
<< shdl guard this good feUow, who seems, indeed, 
to have little haiin in him, as far into the terri- 
tory as he himself advances, and then leave him 
at liberty.'' 

^< Fail not to remember me to the kind Ger- 
trude,", said the Countess to her guide, and added, 
taking a string of pearls from under her veil, 
<* Pray her to wear this in remembrance of , her 
unhappy friend." 

Honest Glover took the string of pearls, and 
kissed, with clownish gesture, but with »noere 
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CHAP. I. THE SVRBSKBEB* 7 

kindness^ the fair band which had found such a 
delicate mode of remunerating his own labours 
and peril. 

<* Umph ! signs and tokens 1^ said the Count ; 
^' any further bequests tomake, my fair cousin ?«-^ 
It is time we wexe on the way.*" 

*^ Only,^ said the Countess, making an effort to 
speaks <^ that you will be pleased to be favourable 
to this— <-thi»— this young gentleman*^ 

^^ Umph !^ said Crevecoeur, casting the sam^ 
praietratnig gl«iee on Quentin which he had be- 
stowed on GloTer, but apparently with a much 
less satisfactory result^ and mimicking, though 
not offensively, the embarrassment of the Counts 
es&— ^< Umph 1-^ Ay,-^is is a blade of another 
temper. — And pray, my oouun, what has thi&^ 
thi»«-^4his ti^ry young gentleman done, to deserve 
such intercession at your hands ?^ ; 

. *^ He has saved my life and honour,^ said the 
CouiM»fis, redc^ing with shame and res^tment. 
• Quentin also blushed with indignation, but 
wisely concluded, that to give vent to it might 
only make matters worse. . 

^^ Life and honour ?•— Umph !^~said again 
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8 XHAF. I. THB 5U&EKiai£Jt. 

ibt CovoA CrefmcBur ; >^ ncthmks it vquU hxvi 
bten as wvU, my cpiiatDyif yoa badiiot put yolir^ 
self in the way of lying under such oUi^Hticm ta 
tbH.T^yyotiiiggejidemiaL«*f«]BNitIet!it'pa8s« The 
ycn]jiig;gentkiiian atay ivaii: an us^ if bk qui^f;^ 
permit, and I wHI see he has no iBJavywHantjr^ I 
nill myadf take t&e office dl pafttfactitig y6ttr Ufe 
afid konoilr^ aod may perhiqpa fnd fee him^ inna 
fitter duty thmttliat of Wag a squire of the tia^ 
to daHuaaekmant.? . ^ 

^ <''MyLoJhdCk)tint^''j^d(Diir«ia^^^ 
keep silence any bager, "^ k^ yoti shoufcLtdk 
of a stranger in iaUghtar tamm than jqu wif^ 
afterwards think baooimiig^ I take hare to idi . 
you^ that I am Qneaibib Dmrvavd, aa Ai^dbar of 
the Scottish Bodr-fpiard^ in whidiy as yoo wdi 
know^ none botgendanest and man of hoabuf 
are enrolled.* 

' *^ I thank you. Ibv your mfornnftaoii, and I kiss 
your hands, Saignor AJtihsfs^ snd CiwndcoBU^ 
inthasamo tdw aCiailory. ^ Have thegpod- 
nei|a to ride with ne to the Iropt of Htm parijJ*. 
As Quentin moved oBwaid at tUm cooiaaand of 
ibe CooBl^ wli» had now the'powai, if iof the 
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CKAP. I. THE 8UIIR£KI>:EB. 9 

t]g)it> to ^etate his motions, he observed ihat thcf 
Lady Isabella folloired his molions with a lod; 
of aiixmis. and ^mid int^Tcst, which amounted 
itodi^ to tendeniess, and the nigfat of which 
bron^bt water lacto his o'Wii eyes. Bat he ve^ 
membered that he had a man^s part to sustam be^ 
fcfKf CreTec^iettr, who, perh^s of aKiiie chkdry 
Iff Fiance f» Burgandy, was least like to be mored 
to any ihing but laughter by a tale c^ tme-lov^ 
sorrow* He determined, therefore, dot to wait 
his addyi»s]Drg hisa, Wt to open theconr^satiDil 
in a tone which shcnild assert his dafan to fn 
traoanent, and to more respect thaa; the Comity 
offended perhaps at finding a person of such in* 
§a6or note placed so near the confidence of fats 
tigb-bom and weakh«f eonsin, seemed disposed 
to «&certfian for him* 

4^ My Lord Count of Creveceear,^ he said, in 
a temperate but firm tone of voice, ^^ may' I're« 
tpiesH crif yW, before our intervkw goes farther, 
to tcH me if I am at liberty, «r am^ to account 
fiyjrself yo«r prisoner r* 

^^A stiiewd question,^ rei^ied^ the Count, 
^* which, at present, I can only answer by ano^ 
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10 CHAP. I. THE SUftREKDER. 

thcr— -Are France and Bnrgundy, think you, at 
peace or war with each other ?^ 

« That,'' replied the Soot, " you, my lord, 
should certainly know better than I. I have been 
absent from the court of France, and have heard 
no news for some time.^^ 

*< Look you there,^ said the Count ; ^f you see 
how easy it is to ask questions, but hpw difficult 
to answer them. Why I myself, who have been 
at Peronne with the Duke for this week and bet- 
ter, cannot resolve this riddle any more than 
you ; and yet. Sir Squire, upon solution of that 
question depends the saidpoint, whether you are 
prisoner or free man; and, for the present, I 
must hold you as the former-— Only if you have 
redly and honestly been of service to my kins- 
woman, and if you are candid in your answers to 
the questions I shall ask, affairs shall stand the 
better with you." 

<< The Countess <tf Croye,"" said Quentin, <<js 
best judge if I have rendered any service, and to 
her I refer you on that matter. My imswers you 
will yourself judge of when you ask me your ques- 
tions.** 
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CHAF* I. THE SUSBENDER. 11 

^* Umph !-Jiaughty enough)^ muttered the 
CountofCrevecoeur, ''and very like one that wears 
a lady^s favour in his hat, and thinks he must 
earry things with a high tone, to honour the pre- 
cious remnant of silk and tinseI.^-Well, sir» I 
trust it will be no abatement of your dignity, if 
you answer me how long you have been about 
the person of the Lady Isabelle of Croye ?^' 

*^ Count of Crevecoeur,"' said Quentin Dur- 
ward, '^ if I answer questions which are asked in 
a tone approaching towards insult, it is only lest 
injurious inferences should be drawn from my si- 
lence respecting one to whom we are both obli- 
ged to render justice. I have acted as escort to the 
Lady Isabelle since she left France to retire into 
Flanda-s."" 

'^ Ho ! ho !'' said the Count ; '' and that is to 
aay, since she fled from Flessis-les-Tours*?--.You, 
an Archer of the Scottish Guard, acccnnpanied 
her, of course, by the express orders of King 
Louis ?"" 

However little Quentin thought hiibself in- 
debted to the King of France, who, in ccwatriving 

20 
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is CHAP. I* THE StRB£VDSft« 

tb6 surprisal of the Countess Isabelle 6j Wil&m 
de 1a Marck, had probably calculated oti th^ 
youagScotchmaA being daininherdefeiice,b«dkl 
not jet conceive himself at liberty to betray any 
trust wliich Louis had repo^ed^ or had seemed 
to repofe in faisi, and tfaetefore teffied ta Couftt 
Creveoo^r^s inference, ^ thait it was sufBeie&lfor 
him to have the authority cdfhia supefioroflcmr fof 
^hat he had done» and he inquired no fctrth^r.^ 

«< It is quite gufficien^'' ^id tbe^ Count. << We 
know theKing does not permit hia offi^r? to send 
the Archers of his Guard to prance like priadiUM 
by the hridle^z«in of wandering ladies, nAtbout 
he bath scMSie pcditic pm-po0i& to isrve^ It will 
be difficult fcnr King Louis to continue fo ater so 
boldly, that he knew not of the Ladies oi Croye^s 
haymg esci^d from France, since they were es- 
corted by cme ot his own Life^ard.-*-*Ancl whi- 
ther, Sir Archer, was yonr retreat directed ^ 

^^ Ta Liege, »y kn*d,^ ad6rwetfed the SoOt^ 
^^ where the ladies deared to be placed under die 
protection of the late Bisllop.^ 

^ Tile laie Bishopr exclaimed the Count of 
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CHAP. X. THE SURH^KPER. 13 

CMT6C<Bur ; ^* IS' XiOiiiU of Bourbon dead ?-«Not 
» word of ki$ iUneto bad r^acbed the Duke — Of 
what did he die?'' 

• . , ^^ He sleeps iu ^ bloody grave* my lord-^that 
is, if his murderers haye confeilred one on his 
rcknains.^ ' ' ' • 

*^ Murdered T exclaimed Creyecwur i^ain-*-- 
^^ Holy Mother of Heayen f-*->youag man^ it is 
imposnble.^ 

. *^ I saw the deed done vith my own eye$^ and 
voany an iofit of hom>r besides*'' 

f ^ Si^ it.! and made Aot in to help the good 
Pfldate !"* exel^KEffid tbe Count ; ^ or to raise the 
casfle i^inst his mui dercsrs ?t-«£now'st thou not» 
that even to look on sudi a deed» vilhoiut resisting 
it, 18 praAHBe saoiilege P*^' 

^ To he. brief, my ktfd,'' sud Durward, ^'exe 
this act was done, the castle was stormed by tbe 
b^mUlbursty WiHiam de k M«dc, with help of 
the insurgent Liegeoicl.^ 
: ^^ I am stnldk wHh thunder,* said Ci^vQccBur. 
f^Lifgeinittsurrecti0n!*'*£<dMHiwaIdttaken!*^tbe 
Bishop murder^ W-lWMSijnlgelr of sorrow, never 
did tme snalk unfold iu^ a packet of Yfi>^ !-^ 
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14 CHAP. I. THE SUaB£KDER. 

Speak— knew you of this'assault-rof this insurrec- 
tion — of this murder? — Speak— thou art one of 
Louisas trusted Archers, and it is he that has aim- 
ed this painful arrow.— Speak, or I will have thee 
torn with wild horses !^ 

<^ And if I am so torn, my lord, there can ))e 
nothing rent out of me, that may not become a 
true Scottish gentleman. I know no more of 
these villainies than you,— was so far frotn being 
partaker in. them, that I would have withstood 
them to the uttermost, had my means, in a twen- 
tieth degree, equalled my inclination. But what 
could I do ? — ^they were hundreds, and I but one. 
My only care was to rescue the Countess Isa- 
belle, and in that I was happily successful. Yet, 
had I been near enough when the ruffian deed 
was so cruelly done on the old man, I had saved 
his grey hairs, or I had avenged ihem ; and as 
it was, my abhorrence was spoken loud enough 
to prevent other horrors." 

*^ I believe thee, youth," smd the Count; 
<^ thou art neither of an age nor nature to be 
trusted with such bloody work, however well 
&ted to be the. squire of daines. But alas ! for 
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CkAP. I. THE SURRENDER. 15 

the kind and generous Prelate, to faie murdered 
on the hearth where he so often entertained the 
stranger with Christian charity and princely boun- 
ty— and that by a wretch ! a monster ! a porten* 
tous growth of blood and cruelty ! — ^bred up in 
the very ball where he has embrued his hands in 
his benefactor^s blood J But I know not Charles 
of Burgundy— nay, I should doubt of the justice 
of Heaven, if vengeance be not as sharp, and sud- 
den, and severe, as this villainy has beep unexam* 
pled in atrocity. And, if no oth^ were to pur« 
sue the murderer,^ — ^here he paused, grasped 
his sword, then quitting his bridle, struck both 
gauntletted hands upon his breast, until his cors- 
let clattered, and finally held them up to heaven, 
as he solemnly continued—- <^ I— I, Philip Creve- 
cceur of Cordes, make a vow to 6od^ Smnt Lam. 
bert, and the Three Kings of Cologne, that small 
shall be my thought of other' earthly concerns, 
till I take full revenge on the murderers of the 
good Louis of Bourbon, whether I find them in 
forest or field, in city or in country, in hill or 
plain, in King'^s court, or ki God^s church ! and 
t^eto I i^edge lands and living, friends and 
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16 CHAP. T. THE SUREEICDEB. 

&4V>lr«7s> life and hotiQur. Sq help me God and. 
Saint Lambert of U^ge, and the Three Cn^ of 
Cok^ne T 

. When the Count of CreveecBur hid made IAb 
YOWf his mind setaied in some «ort reliev^ it^m 
the oTei^hellaiog gri^ and «§tosns|uBien( with 
which be had heaid the &tal tragedy that hadbeen 
acted at Scbonwaldt^ and he proceeded to que$- 
tion Durward more minutely eoneeraiBg jthe patr 
titulars of that disastrous affiur» which the Soot^ 
nowaya desirous to abate the spirit of revenga 
which the Count entertaioisd againat WiUAtmde 
la Marck, gave him at full length. 
, << But those blind» unateady^ faithlesi^ fidde 
beasts, the liegeois,** said the Couttt^ <^ that they 
should bare cooibined themadves with thia inexn 
orable robber and nnirderer, to put to death ibdur 
lawful: Prince r 

Ditfvard liere informed the enraged Burgun« 
dian that the Liageois, or at least the better class 
of them,' howiever rashly they bad ran inta the 
rebellion ag^st their Bishop, had no .desi^a, sc^. 
far a^ aj^ared to hifn, to aid in tke exeqaUe 
deed of Dfe la Manck ; but» on the contcaz^y 

21 
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CHAP. I. THE SURRENDER. 17 

-would hare prevented it if they had had the 
means, and were struck with horror when they 
beheld it.** 

^^ Speak not of the feutfaless, inconstant, ple- 
baanrabble!^ saidCreyeccenr. " Whenthey took 
arms against a Prince, who had no fault, save 
that he was too kind and too good a master for 
such a set of ungrateful slaves— when they arm- 
ed against him, and broke into his peaceful house, 
what was there in their intention but murder?— 
when they banded themselves with the wild Boar 
of Ardennes, the greatest homicide in the marches 
q{ Flanders, what else could there be in his pur- 
pose bid murder, which is the very trade he 
lives by ? And again, was it not one of their own 
vile rabble who did the very deed, by thine own 
account? — I hope to see their canals running 
blood by the light of their burning houses. Ob, the 
kind, noble, generous lord, whom they have mur- 
dered !— Other vassals have rebelled under the 
pressure of imposts and penury ; but the men of 
Liege, in the fulness of insolence and plenty.*" — 
He again abandoned the reins of his war^h<Mnie, 
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Hi GHAC. I. THE. amiBBMBEE. • 

and wrung bitterly the hands, which his maiL 
gloves rendered untractable. Quentm eauly saw 
that the grief which he manifested was augment*' 
ed by the bitter recollection of past int^course 
and fiiendship with tl^ sufferer, and was mlent 
aooordingly ; nespecting fe^ings whi(& he was un- 
willing to aggravate, and at the same time felt i't^ 
imposnble to sooth. 

, But the Coi^nt of Crevecoeur returned again 
and again to the subject— questioned him on 
every particular of the surprise of Schonwaldt, 
and the death of the Bishop ; and then suddenly, 
as if he had recollected something which had 
escaped his memory, demanded what had become 
of the Lady Hameline, and why she was not widi 
ker kinswoman ? *' Not,*** he added contemptu- 
ously, ^' that I consider her absence as at all a 
loss to the Countess Isabelle ; f<nr, although she 
was her kinswoman, and upon the whole weli- 
meanuig, yet the Court of Cooagne never pro- 
duced such a fantastic fool ; and I hold it for 
certaiJD, that her mece, whom I have always ob- 
served to be a modest and orderly young woman, 
was led into the absurd frolic of flying from Bur- 
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eHAP. I. THS Stf BRSKDKlt; 19 

gundy to France, by that bhtndeiiiig, rotnantiov 
iHiy match-making and malfehi'SeekiRg k^ f^ ' 
-' What a speech for a ronumdc lover to hear ! 
and to hear, too, when it Would have beet^ ridicu- 
lbu8 in him to attempt what it ^as impossible for 
him to achieve,— namely, to convince the Count,' 
by force of arms, that he did foul wrong tb the 
Countess — the peerless in sense as in beauty-— in 
terming her a raodiest and oirderly young Woman ; 
qualities which might have been predicated mth 
pn>pnety ot the daughter of a sun-burnt pea« 
sant, who ^ed by goading the oxen, while her 
Ikther held the plough. And then, to suppose her 
under t3ie domination and supreme guidance of a 
silly and romantic aunt ?— ^the sltmder should have 
been repelled down the slanderei^^s throit. But the 
open, though severe, physiognomy of the Count 
of Crevecoeur, the total contempt which he seem- 
ed to entertain for those feelings which were up- 
permost in Quentin^s bosom, overawed him; not 
for fear of the Counf s fame in arms— that was 
a risk which would hare increased his deidre of 
making out a challenge — ^but in dread of ridi- 
cule, the weapon of all others most feared by en- 
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so CHAP. I. THE SURBEKDSE. 

thusiasts of every description, and whkh^ from its 
predcmunance over such minds^ often checks what 
is absurd, and often smothers that which is no^le. 

Under the influence of this, fear, of beconnng 
an object of scorn rather than resentment, Dur- 
ward, though with some pain, confined his reply, 
to a confused account of the Lady HameUne ha- 
ving made her escape from Schonwaldt before 
the attack took place. He could not, indeed, 
have made his story very distinct, without throw^ 
ing ridicule on the near relation of IsabeUe^ and 
perhaps incurring some himself, as^having been 
the object of. her preposterous expectations. He 
added to his embarrassed detail, that he had heard 
a report, though a vague one, of the Lady Hame-< 
line having again fallen into the hands of Wil^ 
liam de la Marck. 

*' I trust in. Saint Lambert that he will marry 
her,'' said Crevecoeur ; " as, indeedj he ia like 
enough to do, for the sake of her money-bags; 
and equally Uke to knock her upon the head, so 
soon as these are either secured in bis own grasp^ 
or, at farthest, emptied.'' . 

The Count then proceeded to ask so many. 
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CHAP. I* THE SUBB£NB£B. Xi 

questions concermng the mode in which both la- 
dies had conducted themselres on the journey; 
the d^ee of intimacy to which they admitted 
Quentin himself, and -other trying particulars, 
that, vexed and ashamed and angry, the youth 
was scarce able to conceal' hb embarrassment from 
the keen-sighted soldier and courtier, who seemed 
suddenly disposed to take leave of him, sayings 
at the same time, '^ Umph— I see it is as I con- 
jectured^ on one side at least ; I trust the other 
party has kept her senses better. — Come; Sir 
Squire, spur on, and keep the van j while I fall 
back to discourse with the Lady Isabelle. I think 
I have learned now so much from you, that I can 
talk to her of these sad passages without hurting 
her nicety, though I have fretted your^s a little. 
—Yet stay, young gallantF— one word ere you go. 
Youhavehad, I imagine, a happy journey through 
Fairy-land— all fViU of heroic adventure, and high 
hope and wild minstrd-^like delusion, like the gar- 
dens of Morgaine la Fay. Forget it all, young 
sdidier,^ he added, touching him on the shoul- 
der ; ^^ remember yonder lady only as the ho- 
noured Countess of Croye-«*forget her as a wan- 
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—que of them I ca^ amwer for-^-will remembffe 
9n tbeir part, piUy tb^ i^ervices jofA h^vci 4o^e htf ) 
and Ibrget the un^e^sQpal^le re^urd whi^lb yoo 
baye had.the.boidnesa to propose to yo^rc^ll.^. 
^ Bnmged that be ^d bee99.ij;Da,ble fo.^neeal 
^s(»n thejibarp-sighted CijeTec^ur feeUngs wbi^ 
the Count seemed, to consider as the cbjfsUpi Xh 
4icule, Qqentin replied, ind^gnandy^ .^^ My L^id 
Count,, when I require advice of you, l.wiUl ask 
it $ when I demand assistance of yo|i,. it wiU be 
time enough to refuse it ; when J, set pe<^liar 
j^ne on your opinion pf me, it will not be too 
late to express iC* 

<* Heyday T sa^ the Count; ^^ I have com^ 
between^ Amadis and Oriana, and must expect a 
.diallengfB to the lists r 

<^ Yqu speak as if that w^e an imppssibility^^ 
;Said Quentin— ^^ When I broke a lance ^ith thjg 
Suke of Orleans, it was against a breast in which 
^pwed bet^r blood than, that of Cretecosur-^ 
.When I measured swords with Dunois, I en- 
{^iged a better, warrior^^ 

*^ Now Heaven nourish thy judgment, gentle 
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yoiitb^'^ewlidGrefvtoBiir. << If thou qieak^t truth, 
thou hast had ODgular luck in this world ; and, 
tmly^ if it be the pleasure of Providence exposes 
'tiieelo sudi trials, lirithout a beard on thy lip, 
thou v3l be mad with vanity erie tbou writest thy- 
self nian. Thou canst not xnoye me to ai^ger, 
though thou may'^st to mirth. BeHeve mfe, though 
Ibou may'^st have fou^t with Pi^tnc^s, aiid played 
the champion for Countesses, by some of thole 
fireaks which Fortune will sonietimes exhibit, thou 
art by no means the equal of thbse of whdm thou 
^ast been either the casual (opponent, or nlore 
eKsual companion. I can allow thee,- like a youth 
who bath Ustened to romances till h^ fimcied hia^ 
4wlf a Paladin, to fortn pretty dreams (br some 
time; but thou must not be angry at a well- 
me&ning friend, thoiigh he shake thee something 
lougUy by the shoulders to awake thee."^ 

** My Lord Count,'' said Quentih, ** my fii^ 
mily— '^ 

<< Nay,it was not utterly of family that I spoke,^ 
said the Count ; ^' but of rank, fortune high sta- 
tion, and so forth, which place a distance between 
varidus d^ees and claines of persons. — ^As for 
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birth, all men are descended from Adam and 
Ere." 

<' My Lord Count,^ repeated Quentin, ^ mj 
ancestors, the Durwards of Glen*hou)akin^-— *^ 

" Nay,*" said the Count, " if you clmn a far- 
dier descent for them than from Adam, I have 
done i Good even to you.^ 

He reined back his horse, and paused to join 
the Countess, to whom, if possible, his insinua- 
tions and advices, however well meant, were still 
more disagreeable than to Quenttn, who, as he 
rode on, muttered to himself, ^^ Cold-blooded, 
insolent, overweening coxcomb !— Would that the 
next Scottish Archer who has his harquebusft 
pointed at thee, may not let thee off so easily as 
Ididr 

In the evening they reached the town of Char- 
leroi, on the Sambre, where the Count of Creve^- 
coeur had determined to leave the Countess Isa- 
belle, whom the terror and fatigue of yesterday, 
joined to a flight of fifty miles since morning, and 
the various distressing sensations by which it was 
accompanied, had made incapable of travelling 
farther, with safety to her health. The Count 
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confiigBed her, in a state of great exhaustion, to 
the care of the Abbess of the Cistercian convent 
in Charleroi, a noUe ladj, to whom both the fa* 
imlies of Crevecceur and Croye were related, and 
in whose prudence and kindness he could repose 
confidence. 

CrevecoBur himself only stopped to recommend 
tbe.utmost caution to the governor of a small Bur- 
gtmdian garrison who occupied the place, and re- 
quired him also to mount a guard of honour upon 
Ae convent during the residence of the Countess 
Isabdle of Croye,— ostensibly to secure her safe- 
ty, but perhaps secretly to prevent her attempt* 
ing to escape. The Count only assigned as a 
cause for the garrison being vigilant, some vague 
rumours which he had heard of disturbances in 
the Bishopric of Liege. But he was determined 
himself to be the first who should carry the formi- 
dable news of the insurrection and the murder of 
the Bishop, in all their horrible reality, to Duke 
Charles ; and for that purpose, having procured 
fresh horses for himself and suite, he mounted 
with the resolution of continuing his journey to 
Peronne without stopping for repose ; and inform- 

10 
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ing QaenljiQ Durw«rd that he must tfttmd hiai) 
he made, at the ei^me time, a mock apok^ fer 
pa^ng fair oomtNuiy, but hc^^, that to 90 de^ 
yoted a squire pf danieB a night^s journey by 
mocmshiiie would be more agreeable, tbaii supine* 
ly to yield himself to sli^nber like an ordinaxy 
mortal. 

. 42ueiitiii9 already sufficiently a^Ucted by finding 
that he was to be parted from Ifabelle, longed to 
^mswer tht9 taunt with an indignant defiance; 
but aware diat the Count would only laugh at 
his ai^ger, and despise his challenge, he resolred 
to watt some future time> when he might hare an 
opportunity of obtaining some amends from this 
proud lord^ who, though for very different rea^ 
sons, bad become nearly as odious to him as the 
Wild Boar ei Ardennes himself. He therefore 
assented to Crevecoeur^s proposal, as to what he 
)iad no choice of declining, and they pursued in 
CGonpany, and with all the dispatch they oould 
exert, the road between Charleroi and Peronne. 
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CHAPTER il. 

THE UKBIDDEN GUEST. 

Ko hmnvn quality is lo well wove 
In warp and woof, but there's some flaw in it : 
i*te known a biwre man fly a sh^Eerd^s cor, 
A wise man so demean liim» driydling idiocy 
Had well nigh been ashamed oi^t For your crafty. 
Your woiidly-wise jnan, be, above the rest, 
Weaves his own snares so fine, he*s often caught in them. 

Old Play. 

QcEKTXN^ during the earlier part of the nigfat- 
jourHey, had to combat with that bitter heart* 
liche, when youth parts, and p^robably for ever, 
witblier be lov^ As, pressed by the urg^oy of 
the montient, and the impatience of Crevecc^ur, 
they hasted on through the rich lowlands of Hair 
nault, under the benign guidance pf a rich and 
}t|strou& harvett-moon, she shed her yellow in- 
fluence oyer rich ilnd deep pastures, wopdlaiic^ 
a&d com fields, from which the husbandmen were 
usinlg hfer light to withdraw th6 grain, such was 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S8 CHAP. II. THE UNBIDDEN GUEST. 

the industry of the Flemings, even at that period ; 
she shone on broad, level, and fructifying ri- 
vers, where glided the whke sail in the service of 
commerce, uninterrupted by rock or torrent, b^ 
side lively quiet villages, whose external decency 
and cleanliness expressed the ease and comfort 
of the inhabitants ; — she gleamed upon the feu- 
dal castle of many a gallant Baron and Knight, 
with its deep moat, battlemented court, and high 
belfry, for the chivalry of Hainault was renowned 
among the nobles of Europe ; — and her light dis- 
played at a distance, in its broad beam, the ^gan- 
tic towers of more than one lofty Minster. 

Yet all this fair variety, however differing from 
the waste and wilderness of his own land, inter, 
rupted not the course of Quentin^s regrets and 
sorrows. He had left his heart behind him, when 
he departed from Charleroi ; and the only reflect 
tion which the further journey insjnred was, that 
every step was carrying him farther from Isa- 
belle. His ima^nation was taxed to recall every 
word she had spoken, every look she had direct* 
ed towards him ; and^ as happens frequently in 
such cases, the impression made upon his irna* 
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gination by the recoUectioQ of these particulars, 
vas^ven stronger than the realities th^xtselves 
had excited. 

At length, after the cold hour of midn^ht was 
past, in spite aEke of love and of sorrow, the ex- 
jjreme fatigue which Quentin had undergone the 
two preceding days began to have an effect on 
him, which hb habits of exercise of every kind, 
and his singular alertness and activity of chi^ac- 
ter, as well as the painful nature of the reflections 
which occu{ned his thoughts, had hitherto pre- 
vented his experiencing. The ideas of his mind 
began to be so little corrected by the exertions of 
his senses, worn-out and deadened as the latter 
now were by extremity of fatigue, that the visions 
which the former drew superseded or perverted 
the information conveyed by the blunted organs 
of seeing and hearing; and Durward was only 
sensible that he was awake, by theexertionswhidi, 
sensible a! the peril of his situation, he occasion- 
ally ttiade; to' resist falling into a deep and dead 
sleep. Every now and then, a strong consdous- 
ness of the risk of falling ftom or with his hone 
nmsed him to exertion and animation ; but ere 
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kttig his ey^ agaia were dimmed by oonltned 
ahAdes of all aorta of miDj^kd ooloiin, the mooiki 
light landscape swam before them, and hb was ao 
much overcome with fatigue, that the Count of 
CrevecGBur) obserrmg his condition, was at length 
compelled to order two <^ his attendants, one tm 
each rein of Durward^s bridle, in order to preveni 
the risk of his falling from his horse. 

When, at length, they reached the town of 
Landreey, the Count, in compas^on to the youth, 
who had now been in a great measure without 
sleisp for three nights, allowed himself and hisTe*' 
tinue a halt of four hours, fcr rest and tefeeahw 
menl. 

Deep and sound were Quentin^s slumbers, un« 
til they wefe Iwoken ii^ the sound of the CduM'^tf 
trumpet, and the cry of his Fouiriers and harJ 
biagers, '' Debout I debout t— 4Ia ! Me^Ves^ en 
KiMite, en route P — Yet, unwdeomely eariy as 
the tooeftcame, th^awvkedhknadiibreiit beings 
ia strength aadsfnrita fiMMB» what hi had iillptf 
aale8p» <>oafidefiee'iti hiottelf and/his ft>rti;|nte 
sMarhed wkhr Us senykig spirits, maA with df» 
riuig sua< He tfaougl^ of hia loaiie no linger 
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i|8 9 deipcsnle and fimtattic drtaoi, Imt^ai a hig^ 
«id ' invigiiratiirg prktdple, to be chaiiditd in- his 
bofiom, aidiough be n^ht never pocypoie iothim^ 
kM^ itadcr aB the difficuhaes by wkiob he wn be^ 
90, to ^^Ang it to any proi^)erott8is8ue^-««Ac The 
piloi,^/ he reflected, ^^ steers his bat k by th^e polar 
star^ although he never expeels toi beeomoiKMM 
sessor of it; and the thoughts of IsabeUec^CiDye 
shaU make me a "vvsorthy maii.at-anBS, thoogli I 
may nevar see her more. What she. beam thdt 
a Scotliflhreoldier, oateed Quentin Sttrwavc^ dis- 
tipg^^fihed himself ia a weHJought fi^ld, or left 
Us body on the breach of a diiq>uted fiotbess, she 
mil remember thedototpanioa of her jouvpej, a^ 
one wfaa did all m Us ^pom^ee toi avect the snares 
4Bid misfortunes whkh beset it, and perhaps w^i 
honour hifi memory irxth a ije^, his eofita ^itb a 
garland.^ , . ? 

Inihis manly mood c^ bearsi^ h«3«iislbr4;un€k 
Quentin ;felt himeelf inor^eable^ to »<ime and w- 
^yio the jests of ahe C<mM of CrevecGdu^, wb^ 
passed sevond on Ins alh^edAeffta^afcy^ ttid^in- 
«9|MttBit3i^ofundei^^gftttigue. The young Seot 
aeixmuhqi^atod hinssdf sogoedJiuaaouredly to 1^ 

19 
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Count^s railterj, and replied at once so happily 
and so respectfully, that the change of Ins tone 
and manner made obviously a more favourable 
impression on the Count than he had entertained 
(torn bis prisimer^s conduct during the precedii^ 
evening, when, rendered irritable by the feeBngs 
<^ his situation, he was alternately moodily silent 
or fiercely argumentative. 

The veteran soldier began at length to take 
liotice of him, as a pretty fellow, of whom some- 
thing might be made; and more than hinted to 
him, that, woiild he but resign his situation in 
the Archer-guard of France, he would under- 
take to have him enrolled in the household of 
the Duke of Burgundy in an honourable condi- 
tion, and would himself take care of his advance- 
ment And although Quentin, with suitable ex- 
pressions of gratitude, declined this favour at 
present, until he should find out how far he had 
to complun of his original patron. King Louis, 
he, nevertheless, continued to be on good terms 
with the Count of Crevecoeur; and, while his 
enthusiastic mode of thinking, and his foreign 
and idiomatical manner of expressing himself. 
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€R/&k exeifced a snuk od the grare dieek of the 
CoQQi, that smile had lost all diat it had of sar* 
aiatic and Utter, and did not exceed the limits ct 
good huEOOur and good numnen^ 

Thus travelling on with much more harmony 
tlan on the preceding day, the little party came 
at last within two miles of the famous and strong 
town of Petonne,near which tbeDukeof Burgun^ 
dy**! army lay encamped^ ready, as was supposed, 
to inyade France ; and, in oppontfon to wbicb^ 
Louis XL had himself assemUed a abroi^ force 
near Saint Maxence, for the purpose of bringing 
to reason his over.powerfiil vassal. 

Penmne, aitaated upon a deep river, in a flat 
country, and surrounded by strong bulwarks and 
profound moats, was accounted in ancient, as in: 
modmi times, one of the strcmgest fortresses in 
France. * The Count c^ Crevecoeur, his retinue^ 



« Indeed, tliough lying <m an .exposed and warHke frontier, it 
was never taken by an enemy, but preserved the proud name of. 
Feronne la Pucelle^ until the Duke of Wellington, a great de- 
stroyer of that sort of reputation, took the place bi the memora" 
ble advance upon Pacis in 181& 

VOL. III. C 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



84 CHAP. IT. THE UNBIDDEN GUEST. 

and his prisoner, were approaching the fortresai 
about the third hour after noon ; when, riding 
through the pleasant glades of a large forest, 
which then covered the approach to the town on 
the east side, they were met by two men of rank, 
as appeared from the number of their attendants, 
dressed in the habits worn in time of peace; and 
who, to judge from the falcons which they carried 
on their wrists, and the number of spaniels and 
greyhounds led by their followers, were engaged 
in the amusement of hawking. But on perceiving 
Crevecceur, with whose appearance and liveries 
they were sufficiently intimate, they quitted the 
siearch which they were making for a heron along 
the banks of a long artificial canal, and came gal- 
loping towards him. 

" News, news, Countof Crevecoeur !" theycri^ 
both together ;— " will you give news, or take 
news ? or will you barter fairly ?** . . 

** I would barter fairly, Mesares,"' said Creve- 
coeur, after saluting them courteously, " did I 
conceive you had any news of importance suffi- 
cient to make an equivalent for mine."* 

The two sportsmen smiled on each other ; and 
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Ae taller of the two^ a fine baconiaL figure,, with 
a dark countenance, marked with that sort of sad- 
ness which some phy^ognomists ascribe to a me- 
lancholy temperament, and some, as the Italian 
statuary augured of the visage of Charles I., con^ 
uder as predicting an unhappy death, turning to 
his companion,said, ^* Crevecoeurhas been inBra^ 
bant, the country of commerce,and he has learned 
all its artifices — ^he will be too hard for us if we 
drive a bai^gain.^ 

*' Mesfiires,^ said Crevecoeur, ** the Dukeought 
in justice to have the^ first of my wares, as the 
Seigneur takes his toll before open market begins. 
But tell me, are your news of a sad or a pleasant 
complexion f"^ 

The person whom he particularly addressed 
was a little lively-loddng man, with an eye of 
great vivacity, which was corrected by an expres- 
sion of reflection and gravity about the, mouth 
and upper lip-<-the whole physiognomy marking 
a man rather of counsel than of action, who saw 
and judged rapidly, but was sage and slow in 
forming resolutions or in expressing opinions. 
This was the famous Sieur d'*Argenton, better 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



86 GHAr» U. THS UNBIDDEK 6VJC8T. 

kiuma in Jistorjr^ jnldjnaiangsi hiifiaiiaimi by the 
venerable name of Philip des CmDino^ at Una 
linie dose to the poraoii of Duka Charles the 
Bold^ and one of his most estoemad oounaaUoniA. 
He . answerad Crevecoeiur'a question oonoeming 
the ciim|dexi6n of the news of which he and hia 
companion, the Baron de Hymbercoart^ were the 
depositaries.*'^^ They were,"^ he said^ << like the 
ocdours of the xainbow, various in hue^ as they 
might be receired from different points^ andpla^ 
ced betwixt the black cloud and the Istr sky- 
Such u rainbow was never seen in France or Flaa^ 
deiB since that of Noah's itrL^ 

^< My tidings,^ replied Crevcicesur, <^are alto* 
gether like the cornet ; gloomy, wild, and terrible 
in themsdves, yet to be accounted the forerun- 
ners of still greater and more terrible evils which 
are to ensue,^ 

** We must open our baled,'' said d^Argenton 
tp his compatiion^ ** or our market will be fore- 
stalled by some neW'^GOtaers, for ours are public* 
news.«^In one word, Ctievecoeur^isten, and 
wondetu^King liouis is at Peronne T 
' *^ Wbitr i^id the Count, in astonishment^ 
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^ has tUe Duke retiwted withoui; ia baltlef and 
do you remkin hare in your drees i^ptac^ after 
the toirn is berimed by the I^oich ?*-«for I ouu 
not suppose it taken.^ 

^ No, surely,^ «Md D'Hymbercaurt, ^ the ban. 
nen of Burgundy h^ve not gone back a foot ; 
and still King Louis is faere.^ 

^^ Then l&lirard of Eftgjiuid miuei hai^ve eame 
over the seas with his bowmen,^^ said CreYo* 
cceur, ^* and, like his ancestor, gained a second 
field of Poictiers,*' 

-' ^< Mot so,"" said D^Argenton-^^ not a F»«eM& 
banner has been bonie down, nc^a sail t^pte^ftQik 
Cngluid— ^wheare Edwaird is too much amused 
among the wives of the dtisens of London, Co 
dmkofplayingHieBkckPrinee. HeartheeiKtra^ 
oirdinary trulJi. You know, wheia you Isft us, idiat 
the conference between the eommissloBers on the 
parts of Franee and Bui^tmdy W0pe banyken up, 
Without apparent chance ci r^eonct^ation;^ 

^^ True ; and we dreamt of nodnng but ^at." 
. ^i What has f<^wed has Wn indeed- m like 
a dream,** «aid D*ArgentQM, <^ thai I aknbst ex- 
peer to aWafce and fiiidit so. Otily bneday linee. 
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the Duke had in oouivcil protested so furiously 
against further delay, that it was resolved to send 
a defiance to the King, and march forward in« 
stantly into France. Toisoii d^Or, commissioned 
for the purpose, had put on his official dress, and 
had his foot in the. stirrup to mount his hearse, 
when lo ! the French heridd Mont-joie rode into 
our camp. We thought of nothing else than that 
Louis had been beforehand with our defiance ; 
and began to consider how much the Duke would 
resent their advice, which had prevented him from 
being the first to declare war. But a council be- 
ing qieedily assembled, what was our wonder 
when the herald informed us, that Liouis, King 
of France, was^ scarce, an hour^s riding behind, 
intending to xvisit Charles, Duke of Burgundy^ 
with a small retinue, in order that their differences 
might be settled at a personal interview.^ 

'* You surfnise me, Messires,^ siud Creve- 
coeur ; << and yet you surprise me less than you 
might have expected— for, when I was last at 
Plesas4es-TourS) the all-trusted Cardinal Balue, 
offended with his master, and Burgundian at 
heart, did hint to me, that he could so work 
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upon Louisas peculiar foiUes, as to lead him to 
biing himself into such a position with regard to 
Burgundy, that the Duke might have the terms 
of peace of his own making. But I never sus- 
pected that so old a fox as Louis could have been 
induced to come into the trap of his own accord* 
What said the council ?"" 

^^ As you may guess,^ answered D'Hymber. 
court ; ** talked milich of faith to be observed^ 
and httle of advantage to be obtained, by such sL 
visit ; while it was manifest they thought ahnost 
entirely of the last, and were only anxious to find 
some way to reconcile it with the necessary pre- 
tervation of appearances.'" 

^< And what said the Duke ?^ continued the 
Count of Q^evecceur. 

*^' Spoke brief and bold, as usual,^ replied 
D^Argebton.— ^^ ^ Which of you was 11^ he asked, 
< who witnessed the meeUng of my cousin Louis 
and me after the battle of Montl^hery, when I 
was so thoughtless as to accompany him back 
within the entrenchments of Paris with half a 
wort of attendants, and so put my person at the 
King*s mercy ?' I replied, that most of us had 
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iiem present; imd none ooald ever fiirget the 
«larm wfaidi it had been his pleasure to give us. 
* Weli/ sEud the Duke, * you blamed me tcit 
any folly, and I confi»n«d to you that I had aoted 
like' a ^ddy*pated boy ; and I am aware, too^ 
iSiat my father of happy memory, being then 
alive, my kinsman, Louis, would have had less 
advantage by seimng on my penon than I might 
llow have by securing his. But, neverthdess, if 
my royal lUnsman eomies hither on the present oc- 
OBfikm, hi the same mto^eness of heart under whieh 
I then actedy he shidl be royally weloom^^If it is 
meant by thisappearanceof oonfidenee, to<nrcum^ 
vent and to blind me, fill he eKeeutes some of his 
politic schemes, by Saint Geotge of Buigiindy, 
let him look to it !^ And so, having turned up 
hia mustaobes, and jitamped on the gtound, he 
ordered us all to get on our horses, and reoeive 
so eKlraordinary a guest^ 

<< And 3^u met the King accordingly P^ re- 
ified the CpuBt of CKvecoeur-— *^ Miracles have 
not ceased f-— How was he accompanied P* 

*^ As stightiy as might be,* answered Hym- 
bercourt ; ^ only a sooie or two of the Scottish 
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6uarJ, and A few kbigfau Mid gentlemen of his 
household— -among whom his astrologer, Gake 
otti, made the gayest figure.^ " ' 

" That fellow,** said Crevecoeur, "holds some 
de|)endence on the Cardinal Balue — I should not 
be surprised that he has had his share in deter<- 
mining the King to this step of doubtful policy. 
Any nobility of higher rank ?^ „ 
' ^ There ai^e Monseigneut of Ork^ins lind Du- 
ft<Ms,* relied D^Argenton. 

** I will have a rouze with Dunois,^ said Creve- 
coeur, '< wag the world as it will. But we heard 
they were in prison." 

• " They were both under arrest in the Castle 
fft Lodies, that delightful place of retirement for 
the French toobility,** said Hymbercourt; ^*but 
Louis has rel^sed them, in order to bring them 
il4th him — ^perhaps because hie eared not to leave 
brleans behind. Por his other attendants, faith j 
I think his gossip, the Hangman Mar^all, With 
two or three of his retinue, and Oliver, his bar- 
ber, may be the most considerable — and the whole 
so poorly arrayed, that, by my honour, the King 
resembles most cm old usurer going to collect 
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desperate debts, attended by a body of catcfa- 
poles.'' 

*^ And where is he lodged ?^ said Crevecoeur, 

" Nay, that,^' replied D'Argenton, *'is the most 
.marviellous of all. Our Duke offered to let the 
Eing^s Archer-,6uard have a gate of the town, 
and a bridge of boats over the Somme, arid to 
have assigned to Louis himself the adjoiping 
house, belonging to a wealthy burgess, Giles Or- 
then ; but, in going thither, the King espied the 
banners of De Lau and Pencil de Riviere, whom 
he had banished from France ; and scared, as it 
would seem, with the thought of being so near re- 
fugees and malcontents of his own making, he 
craved to be lodged in the Castle of Peronne, 
and there he hath his abode accordingly.*" . 

" Why, Grod ha' mercy !" exclaimed Greve- 
coeur, '< this is not only being content with ven- 
turing into the lion's den, but thrusting his head 
into his very jaws— -Nothing less than the very 
bottom of the rat-trap would serve the crafty old 
politician.^ 

" Nay," said D'Argenton, " Hymbercourt 
hath not told you the speech of Le Glorieux-— 
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vhich» in my mind, was the shrewdest opinion 
that was given." 

' '< And what said JAs most illustrious wisdom P" 
asked the Count. 

" As the Duke,** replied D^Argenton, <* was 
hastily ordering some vessels and ornaments of 
plate, and the like, to be prepared as presents for 
the King and his retinue, by way of welcome on 
his arrival, < Trouble not thy small brain, about 
it, my friend Charl^s,^ said Le Glorieux, ' I 
will give thy cousin Louis a nobler and a fitter 
gift than thou canst ; and that is my cap and bells, 
and my bauble to boot ; for, by the mass, he is a 
greater fool than I am, for putting himself in thy 
power.^ ^ But if I give him no reason to repent 
it, sirrah, how theii ?^ said the Duke. ^ Then, 
truly, Charles, thou shalt have cap and bau* 
ble thyself, as the greatest fool of the three of 
us.^ I pronuse you this knavish quip touched the 
Duke closdy-^I saw him change colour and bite 
his lip,-r-And now, our news are told, noble Cre-. 
vecceur, and what think you they resemble ?^ 

" A mine full-charged with gun-powder," an- 
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swieied Creycooeur, *^ to which, I fear, it is my 
fate to bring the linstock. Your news and mine 
are like flax and fire, or like eertain diemical sub- 
stances which cannot be mingled without an ex;* 
plosion. Friendfiy-igendemen,— ride dose by my 
rein; and when I tdl you what haa chaneed in the 
bishopric of Liege, I think you will be of opinion, 
that King Louis might aa safely have undertaken 
a fnlgrimage to the infernal regions, aa this ilL 
limed visit to Peronne.^ 

' The two noUes drew up dbse on either hand 
of the Count, and listened, with half-suppressed 
exelatfiations, and gestures of the deepest wonder 
i^nd interest, to his aocount of the transactioBs at 
Liege and fidtonwaldt. Quentin was then called 
forward, and examined and re-examined on the 
parliculars of the Bidiop^s death, until at length 
he refused to answer any further interrogatories, 
not knowing wherefore they were asked, or what 
use might be made of his replies. 
' They now reached the rich and level baaks of 
the Somme, and the ancient walls of the little 
town of Peronne la PuceUe, and the deep green 
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meadows adjoining, now whitened with the nu- 
merous tents of the Duke of Burgundy's army, 
amounting to about fifteen thousand men. 
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CHAPTER III. 



THE INTERVIEW. 



When Princes meet, Astrologers may mark it 
An ominous conjunction, full of boding. 
Like that of Mars with Saturn. 

Old Play, 

One hardly knows whether to term it a privi- 
lege or a penalty annexed to the quality of princes, 
that, in their intercourse with each other, they 
are required, by the respect which is due to their 
own rank and dignity, to regulate their feelings 
and expressions by a severe etiquette, which pre- 
eludes all violent and avowed display of pasidon, 
and which, but that the whole world are aware that 
thisassumed complaisance isa matter of ceremony, 
might justly pass for profound dissimulation. It 
is no less certain, however, that the overstepping 
of these bounds of ceremonial^ for the purpose of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAP. 111. THE INTERVIEW. 47 

-giving more direct vent to their angry passions, 
has the e£Pect of compromising their dignity with 
the world in general, as was particularly noted 
when those distinguished rivals, Francis the First, 
and the Emperor Charles, gave each other the 
lie direct, and were desirous of deciding their dif- 
ferences hand to hand, in single combat 

Charles of Burgundy, the most hasty and im- 
patient, nay, the mostimprudentprince of his time, 
found himself, nevertheless, fettered within the 
magic circle which prescribed the most profound 
deference to Louis, as his Suzerain and liege Lord, 
who had deigned to confer upon him, a vassal of 
the crown, the distinguished honour of a personal 
visit. Di:essed in his ducal mantle, and aUoided 
by his great officers, and principal knights and 
noUes, he went in gallant cavalcade, to receive 
Louis, XI. His retinue absolutely biased with 
gold and silver ; for the wealth of the Court of 
England. being exhausted by the wars of Yoric 
and Lancaster, and the expenditure of France 
limited by'the economy of the Sovereign, that of 
Burgundy was for the time the most magnificent 
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txta^t was few. in numher and oompantfiTely 
mean in appeorancef and the exteiior of the King 
himBelf, in a thcead^bare doak^ with hia wonted 
old bigh^cibwned hat rtuek full of imager ren* 
d^ced the contrast yet more striking ; and whik 
the Duke^ liehly attired with coronet and mantle 
of state, tibrew himself from his noble charger, 
and, kneeling on one knee, offered to hold the 
stimip while Louis dismounted fnxn his littk 
ambling pedfrey, the effect was almost grotesque 

The greeting between die two potentates waa^ 
of course, as full of affected kindness and cghoj^ 
pUment as it waatotsilly deroid of sinc^ity^ But 
the temper of the Duke rendered it much more 
jbfficttltfor him to presenre the necessary appear* 
aoees, in yoke^ speech, and demeanour, while in 
die Eing^ every speeies of simuladon imd dissi* 
mulaticH], seemed so much a part of hb nature^ 
that those best acquamted with him cbakl not 
hare. distinguished what was feigned from what 
was real. 

Forhaps the most accurate iUustmtoon, were 
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il mot VBom&iA\kj twa sueh high potentate^ would 
be, to suppose the Kingm thenttuitixmitf a stian^ 
ger, pei£BQ% aeguaiated wkh die hdiita and dis- 
poiiliaiiB af the eaakie rate, ifliQ^ far 801^ 
ol Us ivv%ix desirouatomake firieodb wkh akijga 
and auirly mariiff who holds hiat in su8pi<»o% and 
is dispoa^ toij ttpim hkn on tte first sjmploina 
esther of cbfideneeorcf unAr^ge The mastiff 
growls intematt}^, emti his briiitlcSy shears hia 
teQth, jet takes shaew to fly vposi the hatradary 
idbo seems at ihe asrae time so kind, and 80con'« 
fidfaig^ andtheiefiaire the aaimal endures adrancea 
irinfih asa Su: fkan pa^ying hin^ watofau^ at the 
aua^ tiaoa the slightest opportunity whi^ may 
jisstify him in hi& own eyes far seising his frimd 
bythetbraat 

The King was no doubt sensible, from the al- 
tered Ycice, oom^ained manner, and abrupt ges- 
tuaes of the Diike^ diat the game he bad to play 
was delieiUe, and pertmps he mora tiban once m^ 
pented having ever taken it in band, £\xt re- 
pentaaoe was too li^, and all that ramained fe^ 
hin was that immftabk 4<9i^tersty of uNinage^ 

VOL, HI. D 
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ment, whidi the King understood cqufilly «l least 
to aay man that ever lived. 
• The demeuKMir. whieh. Loiiis used f Ofiiaids the . 
Duke, was such as toiesemUb the kind oreiOom*^ 
ii^ of the heart in a moment of sincere reconcUi 
lii^iW with an<h<Hioured and tried friend, frma. 
vliomhehad been estranged by teDfeperarj oir« 
cumstances now passed away, and fongoUm at) 
soon as removed. The King bUmied iumself ibr. 
QQt having sooner taken the decisive step, of oim^' 
vincing his kind imd^ood kinsmauby sueh a maili^ 
of conficbnoe as he was now bestowiQg, thatithei 
angry passives which had oocnrred betwuit thflOd' 
wei£ nothing in his rranettbiBiice, when weighed^ 
a^^st the kindness whidi received him when se». 
exile from France, and under the disfdeasufeeC 
the King his father. He qpokeof the Good Duke 
of Burgundy, as Pliiiip the father of Duke 
Charles was curr^dy called, and remembered a 
thousand instances of his paternal kindness. . 

^' I think, cousin,'" he said, '^ yourfather jnade 
little difference in his affection, betwixt yovtmsi^ 
me ; for. I xemember, wb^i by an accident I had 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAP. III. tnU INI'tHVlfiW; 61 

liewildered myself in a fauatkig-party, I fomid 
the good Duke upbraiding you with leaving me 
ift the foi^t) as if you had been careless of the 
saliity of an dd^r brother.'* 

The Duke of Burgundy's featnises wete A«tu^ 
in^y bafSh and severe ; and wheahe attanpted to 
smSe^ in polke aoquksoenee to the trudi of %4iat 
tiie King tiAd him, the grimaee whidi he madier 
iras truly diribolical. 

Prince 4>f dissemblers, he said>^ ih bis secret 
soul, would that it stood with my honour ta 
reaiiftd you bow you havoTeqiutedalltbebefie- 
fita^tfoutHousel 

^ And ^n,'* oontifioed die King, ^< if ^e tks 
of NCOBSi^guinily and gralitiudearenbt sufficient to 
bind us tog^er, my fair oounn, we' have those 
of spiritoal relatibtisfaip | for, I am godifatther to: 
your fair daughter Mary, who is as dear to me^ 
as one of my own maidens ; and when the Snnts 
(their holy name be blessed!) soit me a filtie^ 
Uossom which widicred ia the couiie of three 
iBoadia^ it was yoiur princely firilier who hridi 
it at 'the font, and ceidhrated the ceriXBony otr 
baptism with ridier and pcouder mi^ificenee; 
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thM PhrtB itidf coiikl have aff^tded* Never 
ilMiU I foKget the deepy the inddiUe mi|HreaBioa 
whkkiim gOBBttotky of Duke Philsp^ and youn, 
my dearest cousin, made upcD the hatf-broken 
heiurt of the poor exile T 

^^ Your Majesty/ 8«d the Dufc^ coapeUiH^ 
httdsdf to make some reply^ <^ asknowledged 
that riigfat oUigitfMni in teams iribschoivarpaid all 
the display which Burgundy dodd ttiak^ to shew 
dM»<aeiHlecif the boaduy yoa had done ka Sove- 
reign.'' 

^^ I remeBober the iHrndB 39)0 .tneao^ &ir 000^ 
sin,'' said the King, smiling ; << I think thay weie, 
tihat in guerdon oi the benefit of that day, I, poor 
waadcorer, had nodmig tooffer, save the pernios 
of aiy sdf, <^ my infi^ sind of my ehyd.*~WeU, 
and I think I have indifferently well redeem^. 
svyi^edgB.'' 

^ I mean no* to dispute what your Majesty, is 
pleaded to aviBr," ^d the Duke; << but-**^" \ 

^'Bot yoa ash," sud dw Kin^ intervupting: 
himy ^ how my actions have aecosded with my 
wordB«««*MaiEry fhint: the body o£my iiifantxhald 
Joaahkn lesiis in Bui^nnffian earlii<*--«iy own per* 
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$cm I have tUis mpimag pUeed MUserirecfly in 
j^fMir pdv^r-HUid, lor Aii ^ my luife, tralj, 
eoiisiD, I tjiiaik, jcsooasiderii^ ifie poiad of time 
wfiioh has passed, jam wi&i scnxe imiBt chi my 
beeping my woei in that particular. She was 
bom an die day of the Btessed AaKinetatioD, 
(lie orossed himself and muttered «i Ora pro 
nobisy) some fifty years ranee; Init ahc is no finv 
thor distant than RJiekni^ and af ypo mwaton my 
piKnaise being fulfilled to Uie ielttr^ she shall pm- 
aently wait yoiv plsaam-e.'^ 

Angry as the Duke of hmgimiiy wmb at the 
faaite&eed attetisqpt of tile IGlig to ^amcem towards 
him a tone of friendship and intimacy, he eeuld 
net help kioghing at. the wMmsieal x«ply «f that 
ttflguhtr monarch, and Insiaugh was ai^ disoor- 
idbnt as the abrupt tones of passioii in whieh he 
irfltenspdke. Hairing laisghed feager a*d louder 
than was at that time, or would new, be thought 
fitting the time and oeeasion, be answered in the 
same tone, bkmdy dedining die honour ef die 
Queen^s company, but stsMnig his wiUniguess to 
accq>i that of the King^s ddesit dauglrter, whose 
heauty was celciMrated. 
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^ a I am happy^ fair cpuan,'' said the Kiiig» 
with one of those dubious smiles of wUch |ie fre* 
quentlj made use^^tbfityour gracious {deas^re has 
i^ptfixed<bn my younger daughter Joan. I should 
otherwise have had spear-breaking between you 
imd my cousin c^ Orleans ; and, had harm come 
of it, I must on either side have lost a kind fri^u) 
and affectiiMuUe ccoinn.^ 

^^ Nay, nay, my royal sovereign,^, said Duke 
•Charles, <^ the Duke of Orleans shall have no inr 
terruption from me in the path which he has 
dio$en par amours. The cause in which I couch 
my lance against Orleaus, mfist be fair and 
utrajght** 

Louis was far from takbg amiss this brutal bL 
lunon to the personal deformity of the Princess 
Joan. On the contrary, he was rather pleased to 
find that the Duke was content to be amused 
with broad jests, in which he was himself a jhk^ 
^eient, and which (according to the mo^m 
phrase,) spared mu^h sentimental hypocrisy. Ao- 
oordin^y, )ie speedily placed thdbr intercourse 
aa such a footing, that Charles, though he ftk 
it imposnble to jiaj the .part of an affeotioBate 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAP. III. TffX IKT£R¥ISW 56 

and reoMAciied fSriend to a monareh whose iil of- 
iees he had so often encountered, and wtiofle 
sincerity on the present occasion he so strongly 
doubted, y^t had no difficulty in acting the 
hearty landlord towards a facetious guest ; and 
no the want of reciprocity in kinder feelings be^ 
tween them, was supplied by the tone of good 
fellowship which exists between two booh coni- 
panions,— a tone natural to the Duke from the 
frankness, and, it might be added, the grossness 
df his character, and to Louis, because thougK 
capable of assuming any mood of social inter, 
course, that which really suited him best was 
flungled with grossness of ideas, and of caustb 
humour in expresmon. 

Both Princes were happily able to preserve, 
during the period of a banquet at the town-house 
of Peronne, the same kind oi? conversation, on 
which they met as on a neutral ground, and which; 
as Louiseamly perceived, was more available than 
any other toiceep the Duke of Burgundy in that 
atate of composurie which seemed necessary to his 
own safety. 

Yet he was alarmed to observe that 'the Dtike 
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had arouad him eev^a] of UKxle Freaeb. nobiiss, 
•md thoee of the highest rank, and m situations 
ei gveat trust bod pow«r^ whom his own sermty 
or injttiitice hlul drivien into exile ; aad it was to 
lecure himself fropa the possible ^bcts of their 
resentmient and revenge, that (as alreadj mesa^ 
tioned) he requited to be lodged in the Castleor 
Giiadel of P«N>nBe, rather thaa iti the totm ttaslf. 
This was readily granted by Duke Charles^ wUh 
OBe of Aose gnm staules, of #hich it was imposst« 
Ue to say wb^er it tileaat good or harm to the 
party ^i^hom it c^iiiowned. 

Buit whm ihfe Kiag» «xi»relsldg himself with 
ad mueh deficacy asr he eouU, «td in the maimer 
he thought best qualified tf> lull auflfMcidn asleep, 
asked, whedier &e Soottirfi Arehers cf bis Gitard 
might not maintain the custody of the Castle of 
Per<mae durmg hie nesklenoe tkm^ in lieu of the 
.gate of the town which the Duke had ojfered to 
their care, Charles repKed^ wkh his wonted Mm^ 
ness of voice, aad abrdfitness oi manner, Mndee- 
isA more darmil^ by his habit, when he spdb», 
of either turning up his moustachiosorhaa^iii^ 
liiaai^oifd and dagger, the last of which be used 
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fireqiMiliIfy to dbiv a liule way, fod thea r^um 
to the shea£h~-^^ Saint Matiin i No, my lieges 
'You dift ia your ymssd^s canp and eity— so nea 
enHintem nespect to your Mi^eaiy-— 4liy castle ud 
town aee yoor^, aad my men are youts ; so it is 
iadifercttt whether they or the Scottish Arohors 
giiiaixt oikKX die outer gale <Mr defences of the 
Caede.— ^Ifo, by Sai&t Geoi^ ! Peroane is a virghi 
fortress-^-^die shall not lose her r^MitlUion by any 
nef^BsSt of mine. Maidens must be carefully 
wsftehed^ my jroy al cousin, if w^ would have them 
eontiflue to live in good fame.^ 

^^ Sun^y, fabr cousin^ aisd I altogether agree 
with you^^ said the King, <* being, ia&et, more 
imeredled ia the reputation of ibe good little 
town ilMUl you ate«^Peronne being, as you bM>w, 
fittr eousin, one of those uppn the same riv^ 
Somme^ wbidi, ;Mged to your falh^ of haffy 
aemoty for redemption of money, are liable tD 
be redeemed upon re*paym«it. And, to speak 
truths earning, like an honest dditor, disposed to 
ekar o£F! my cUigataons of every kind, I; have 
Itfoi^t here a few sumpter mules loaded with 
silver tor the redemption-^«noiigh to maintain 
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even jour prinoely and royal e8tabKdimwl;» £nr 
6ousm, for the ftpace of three years.* 

«< I will not recerre a penny of it,"" aaid dlie 
Dnke, twirltng his moustachios ; ^^ the day of na* 
dc»iptidn IB past, my royal cousia; nor was then; 
ever serious purpose that the right should be exi 
erased, the cession of these towns being the sole 
recompenee my father ever received from France^ 
when, in a happy hour for your famify, he 000*^ 
sented to forget the murder of my grandfiMfaer; 
and to exchange the alliance of Enghnd for that 
of your father. Sunt Geoige ! if he hadnot so 
acted, your royal self, far from having townron 
the Somme, could scarce have kept those beyond 
the Loire. No-— I wiU not rendera stone of them, 
were I to receive for every stone so rmdered its 
weight in gold. I thank God, and the wisdom 
and valour of my ancestors, that the revenues of 
Burgundy, though it be but a duefay, will main; 
tain my state, even when a King is my guesf^ 
without obliging me to barter my heiitaga'^ 

^^ Well, fiiir cousin,'^ answeredthe Eing,wkh 
tbe same mild and placid manner as before, and 
unpdrturb^ by the muttering and viident ges. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHJLIP. lU. THE INTSRYIBW. 50 

tares of the Duke, f' I see that you are so good 
a friend to France^ that you are unwilling to. part 
with ai^ht that belongs to her. Butweriiallneed 
some moderator in these affidrs when we come to 
treat of them in coundL— »What say you to Saint 
Paul?^ 

^* Neither Saint Paul, nor Saint Peter, nor e^er 
a Saint in the Calendar,^, said the DukeofBur^ 
gimdy, ^ shall preach me out of possession of 
Peronne.^ 

^^ Nay, but you mistake me,^ said Kmg Louis, 
smiKog*; ^ I mean Loiiis de Luitemboiirg, pur 
trusty constable, Ae Count of Saint Paul — ^Ah f 
Saint Mary of Embrun ! we lack but his head at 
our conference ! die best head in France, and the 
most useful to the restoration of perfect harmony 
betwixt us.** 

<< By Saint George of Burgundy T said the 
Duke, ** I marvel to hear your Majesty tsdk thus 
of a man, failseLand perjured, both to Prance and 
Burgundy^one who hath ever endeavoured to 
fim into a flame our frequent differences, and 
tfiat with the purpose of giving himself the ^urs 
of a mediator. I swear by the. Order I wear, 
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Act hb nuurakei shall not be long il nioiiroe for 



«< Be Bot m warm, oooan,^ «ud the King) 
muSasg^ and speaking nnder fab braatfa ; ^ wiim 
I wished far the eotistabk^a head, as a means of 
ending the settlement of our triffing difierencea, I 
llad DO desite for his 60%, utladk might remmn 
at fiamt Qu^tiffii wiA mnch ^ottvemence.'* 

^ Ho ! fap ! I take yoiir awaning, my loyal 
cousin,^ said Charles, with the same disaonant 
laugh*' wUbk some of the KingV coarse pleasant- 
ries badeattorted, and added, stamping with his 
heeloQtlie^ouiid, «^ I allow, inthat sense, thehcad 
of the CoBStdble migit he tiaef id at Peronne.^ 

Tisese, and other discourses, by ii4isch the 
Xing uittd hints at saioua aftirs amid mat- 
ter of mirth and amusement, did not £dUow each 
odier oonsecutiTely ; but were adroidy introduced 
during the time of the Banquet at the Hotel de 
Ville, during asubsequent interview in the DukeVi 
own apartments, and, in short, as occarion-seemed 
lo render the introdnetion of such delicate sub- 
jects easy and natural. 

Indeed, however rashly Louis had placed him- 
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adf in a risk, wfaaeli the J>oke!s fiery tenip^t and 
tbe mutual isKulgeots of exasperi^^ eamitj wbidi 
subatod betwixt diem,,reiMkred of doubtful rad 
pe^Uous iflRie, never pifet cm an uskaowii coast 
conducted himsdtf widi more firmness and pru* 
deuce* He seemed io sound with the utmost ad*, 
drees and j^reoinea^ iha depthe and shallows of 
his nval^s mind and i^mfm, and manifesled nei* 
ther doubt nc« fear, when the nesult of his exp&i 
vmmts discoiiefed Qmeh mom of sunken rocksi, 
and of daagexouB Aitmbh 'than of safe anchor* 
age. 

At length a day closed> 'which must have been 
a wearisome one to Louts, fiom the constant ex- 
ertion, vigUraee, pijecauUoa, and attention vhidt 
his siluatbnrequiradyaait wasaday of oonstramt 
to thelhilce, from the necesrity of auppressii^ the 
vndent feelings towhidi he was isi the general ha- 
iMt of giving aiBoontiroUed vent. 

No sooner was the Jatier retired into his own 
apartment^ afiier he had taken a Ibnaal leave, of 
the King finr the night, than he gave way to the 
expkMion of passion which he bad so loag aup. 
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^pnssei, and many an oath and abuftive epithet^ as^ 
hisjester^ Le Glorieux, said, *<fidl that night upom' 
heads whieh they were never coined for^ — bis do^' 
mestics reapmg the benefit of that hoi^ of inju-' 
lious language which he could not in decency be-' 
stow on hm ibyal guest, eve^ in his absence^^and^ 
whidi was yet become too great to be altogether 
suppressed. The jests of the clown had soni^ ef- 
fect in tranquillizing the Duke^s angry mood ;-^ 
he laughed loudly, threw the jester a piece of gold,' 
caused himself to be disrobed in tranquillity, 
swallowed a deep cup of wine and spices, w^it to: 
bed, and slept soundly. 

The cottchee of King Louis is mtnre wordiy- 
(^notice than that of. Charles ; for the Tibknt ez^ 
pression of exaspearated and headlong paftj^iij as' 
indeed it belongs more to the brutal than the in- 
telligent part of our nature, has little to interest^ 
us, in comparison to the deep workings of a m* 
gorous and poweiful mind. 

Louis was escorted to the lodgings he had duH : 
Btgk in the Castle, or Citadel of Feronne, by the,^ 
chamb^lains and harbingers of the Duke of >Bin>> 
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guiidy^ and received at tlie entrance by a strong, 
guard of archers and men-at4irms. 

As be descended from his horse to cross the 
dcavbridge, over a moat of unusual width and 
depth, helooked on the sentinels, and observed to. 
D'Argenton, wbo accompanied him^ with other. 
Burgundian nobles, " They wear Saint AndrevV 
crosses— -but not those of my Scottish Archers.^ 

^* You will find them as ready to die in yomr 
defencQy.sire,^ said D'Argenton, whose sagacious 
ear had detected in the King's tone of speech a 
feeling, which doubtless Louis would have con^ 
cealed if he could. " They wear the Saint An*. 
drew''s Cross as the appendage of the coUar of the 
Golden Fleece^ my master the Duke of Burgim^. 
dy's grder**" 

^^ Do I not know it ?'^ said Louis, shewing thei. 
coLhjc which he himself wore in compliment to bia 
host ; '^ It is one of the dear bonds of fraternity, 
which exist between my kind brother and myself. 
We are brothers in chivalry, as in spiritual rela-: 
tionship ; cou4n» by birth, and friends by every, 
tie of kind feeling and good naghbourhood. — y 

23 
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No farther than the base ooart, my noUe lords 
and gentlemen i I caa p«-mit your attendance no 
&rther«— you have done me enough of' gnea^ 

^' We were charged by the Duke^^ said HyoBh 
beroourt, ^^ to bring your Majesty to your lod. 
^ng.'^We trust, your Majesty will permit us to 
dbey our master'^s command.^ 

<< In this small matter,^ said the Kii^, <^ I 
trust, you will allow my ocHnmand to outweigh 
his, even with you his liege 8ubjects.^->I am some- 
thmg indisposed, my lords — something fatigued. ' 
Great pleasure hath its toils as w«ll as pain.— I 
trust to enjoy your society better to-morrow. — 
And yours too, Seignor Philip of Argenton — I 
am told you are the annalist of the time— we thi^ 
desire to have a name in history, must speak you 
fair, ibr men say your pen ^ath a sharp point, 
when you wilh^^^Good night, my lords and gen- 
ties, to all and each of you.^ 

The Lords of Burgundy retired, much plea- 
sed with the grace of Louisas manner, and the 
artful distribution of lus attentions; and th^ King 
was Idfi with only one or two of his own perscmal 

20 
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fblloirers, tinder die azxjiway of thi» baaeitfoiirt of 
the Castle of Peronne, looking on the huge toirer 
wfaioh oeeu^fid 0110 of thd m^cn^ beiag is fftct 
die]>aii}OD,4»rprbi«{»lXQqpiofth«x^yBie9« Tbiff 
teil, dark, tnasnvs building va$ aeen deiuif by 
the same moon ^vtnob was li^tiog Quwtifi I>ar- 
vjard fee^rixt Chftil^ moA F«nopM« ^v'bkSi, as 
tike reider is Aiime, tflioBe iwilili f»(^m jwtre. 
Thii g»Q9t Keep wm mimn fteapsijr I^MmUi^kg 
tfie WUte^omribibeiOitadidiQf L<ndi», fei^ 
idll «one mojiMtmiU anehkaetisiie, d0nFiflgifi0 
date, as was a^nsd^ framliie d0f3 «f fC3)«ri&* 
magne. The walls ware <of a ferenaatidaiii ^bkkr 
MBS, ibe vryidoifi fri^iy aviali, Aod ^tied ^th 
Ines eikmi^ asid Ae hug^ ckmsgr bnVi ^ Itb^ 
buiUii^ «aat a derk a«d fiert^toui fibadiw oner 
tbe jnholk fif tH^ OQU]:&rjnard. 

^ I MS not Ao lie l<»ig^iier^«''idie'Ewg aaidr 
withA^lmdder, thatJiadfsometiiiBgkl j^fOpiinovuR. 

^^ iKfs'' jeplkd ^ gnj!>.keadcd:sase8dirf9 wh^ 
MttVkdetiOfonkiwKimheaa^^ 
Your Miyesty\i apsartnents fpe |irefttrad in ljbAi0 
leper iwildl^gs vbkkiUie hard by, and m wfciab 

VOL. «i. s 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



66 CHAP. III. THE INTERVIEW. 

King John slept two nights before the battle of 
Poitiers." 

'^HuoH— that is no lucky omen neither—" mut- 
tered the King ; " but what of the Tower, my old 
friend ? and why should you desire of Heaven 
that I may not be there lodged .?" 

" Nay, my gracious liege," said the seneschal, 
^^ I know no eyil of the Tower at all— only that 
the sentinels say lights are seen, and strange noises 
heard in it at night ; and there are reasons why 
that may be the case, for anciently it was used a& 
a state prison j and there are many tales of deeds 
which have been done in it." 

Louis asked no further questions, for no man 
was more bound than he to respect the secrets of 
a prison-house. At the door of the apartments 
destined for his use, which, though of later date 
than the Tower, were still both ancient and 
gloomy, stood a small party of his own guard, 
with their faithful old commander at their head. 

" Crawford-^my honest and faithful Craw- 
ford," said the King, <' where hast thou been to- 
day ?— Are the lords of Burgundy. so. inhospi^ 
table as to neglect one of the bravest and most 
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noble gentlemen who ever trode a court P-^I saw 
you not at the banquet^ 

" I declined it, my liege," said Crawford—- 
<^ times are changed with me. The day has been 
that I could have ventured a carouse with the 
best man in Burgundy, and that in the juice of 
his own grape ; but a matter of four pints now 
flusters me, and I think it concerns your Majesty^s 
service to set in this an example to my callants.'" 

** Thou art ever prudent,'' said the King ; 
** but surely your toil is the less when you have 
so few men to command ?-— and a'time of festivii 
ty requires not so severe self-denial on your part 
as a time of danger.'' 

^^ If I have few men to command," said Craw- 
ford, *< I have the more need to keep the knaves 
in fitting condition ; and whether this be like td 
end in feasting or fighting, God and your Majes- 
ty know better than old John of Crawford." 

** You surely do not apprehend any danger P 
said the King hastily, yet in a whisper. 

" Not I," answered Crawford ; *< I wish I did ; 
for, as old Earl Tineman used to say, appre- 
hended dangers inay be always defended dan* 
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goft^— Tile li^rd fior tlw iHgfat, if jwjot Miyeftty 
pleases ?"" 

^ Let It be Bm'gusicljr, in bonMr c£ out host 
and of a liquor that joik love, Cvawford.^ 

*^ I wiH quarrel witk Hmtfaer Duke nor diiiik» 
80 calkd^'' said Cravfbril, << providing always 
that faodi be aoumL Agood ni^ to your Mai- 
jesty-" 

<< A good fught, my tiuaifcy Scot^'' said the 
Singf aad punwd ou to his apartments. 

At the Aior of his b«i4x)om Le Balafr^ was 
plaoed senlMKl* ^ FoUmt me hither,'' said the 
SdQg, as he passed him; smd the Aidwr sooonL. 
iogly, like a piece of machinery put into motion 
J]gr an artist, strodstrfkr him into the apartment, 
and HOumed there isced, sHentt and motionless, 
attending Att royii osmnuod. 

^ Ha¥e yoU heaiid from drnt wandering Pafau 
dm, your ncpbew P^'amd the Esag; << £sr he hath 
been lost to us, eiilec^ like a young faijght who 
had set ovit upon his first advimtttiw, lie isait its 
hometwopfisoiiclrs islhe first fr^s ef his chi. 
valry* 

'' My Itfd, I heard somediing of thaty"" said 
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Balofirii (< and I bopo your Miyeity will be- 
lieve, thai if be bolh iM^led wrongfully, it wa» 
in no shape by my precept or example, rince I 
never wm9Q bald an dauMtounllQrseaDy of your 
M^esty^s Qiort Ulufltriaul hQvm% baltar knoHriiig 
my own cond^tioo» an d ■ - ""^ 

*• Be ttleai on ibftt poiutT w4 Ow Wag; 
<' yoor nepbtw did hk duty iiv the matter.'' 

'< TbeKi Indeed^ eoatinued Bsi^h^ << be bad 
the cue from me*^'^ Quentin,' ^^id I to bws 
* whatever comes of it, remember y0u bekaig to 
the Scottish Arcberpguaidi and do yow duty, 
wbfttever comes onV^ 

*< I gue» he bad Mmie eucb cEqilisite ioatnie. 
tor,'' said Louis; ^* but it eoacerDB me that you 
answer ray questiiMi-^Hftye you haAid of your 
nephew of late ?-^4tand aback, my miuster?," he 
added, addresMng tbl gmtl^sea of hia chamber, 
<< for dua coocemelb ttd eara but mioe.'* 

*« Suiely, tdease your Majesty," said Balafre, 
"I have seen this very ev^lin|;tb^gtDom Char- 
lot, whom my idnsman dispatched from Li^;e, 
or some castle of the Biehop's which is near at, 
«ad wheie he hath lodged the Ladies of Cioye 
in safety.'' 
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" Now our Lady of Heaven be jmiised for it !" 
said the King. ^^ Art thou sure of it ? — sure of 
the good news ?^ 

*^ As sure as I can be of aught,^ said Le Ba« 
lafr6 ; '< the fellow, I think, hath letters for your 
Majesty from the Ladies of Croye.** 

" Haste to get them," said the King—" Give 
thy harquebuss to one of these knaves — ^to Oliver 
— ^to any one. — Now our LaHy of Embrun be 
praised ! and silver shall be the screen that sur- 
rounds her high altar P 

Louis, in this fit of gratitude and devotion, 
doffed, as usual, his hat, selected from the figures 
with which it was garnished that which repre- 
sented his favourite image of the Virgin, placed 
it on a table, and kneeling down, repeated re* 
verently the vow he had made. 

The groom, being the first messenger whom- ' 
Durward had dispatched from Schonwaldt, was 
now introduced with his letters. They were ad- 
dressed to the King by the Ladies of Croye, and 
barely thanked him in very cold terms for his 
courtesy while at his court, and, something more 
warmly, for having permitted them to retire, and 
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seat them in safety fvom his dominions ; expres- 
sions at which Louis latighed very heartily, in- 
stead of resenting them. He then demanded of 
Chariot, with obvious interest, whether they had 
not sustained some alarm or attack upon the road f 
Chariot, a stupid fellow, and selected for that 
quality, gUve a very confused account of the af- 
fray in which his companion, the Gascon^ had 
been killed, but knew of no other. Again Louis 
demanded of him, minutely and particularly^ the 
route which the party had taken to Liege ; and 
seemed much interested when he was informed, 
in reply, that they had, upon approaching Namur, 
kept the; more direct road to Liege, upon the 
tight bank; of the Maes, instead of the left bank, 
as recomm^ided in their route. The King then 
ordered the man a small present, and dismissed 
him, disguising the anxiety he had expressed, as 
if it had only concerned the safety of the Ladies 
of Croye. 

Yet the news, though they implied the failure 
of one of his own favourite plans, seemed to im- 
ply more internal satisfaction on the Kiog^s part 
than he would have probably indicated in a case 
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of MUtifll iiiMlM II««igh4dlik»aMWlMt 

llliitt«!r^ ^s AiVcitkiiial MkAdwMgBRiltB wkk 
^ aif ef d«^ Mndftty^ tidiMi «p Ut ey»s tftd 
liHiitMed td Adjail mw« Md miwr irinitfi of 

clfttlcc*6rMsMMl(^y Mtttiui^akiMH wfconjj^ 
fj^ttr^ Wifb his^tttti iir «f aMdiii^ ^gk%9 ]^ 
Itot wlthOtit ofl blKMrtdilty ottHH bm^i afl if bo 

Whteh h^ fa^^ti^ ftet HdA at any fi»ttief ^XMi^ 
Urn. Loilii tenited hkb hte fiifefid^ Uft fathtt 
in th« iMsi^tiees^^^'^^liitoby which A kiligfiiiould 
look kite (fiAtimt fiittuitj^^^-iiAd dondoded by 
thmiftiAg (Ai Us fittg^ a ri»f (If tery oMi^ 
TMltte^ 6d€tiltl^ libt ftWti« of tbd elMnmstaiiiM 
Wbicb h^ thufii suddenly ««iaed bid cbluwtet in 
the estimation of Loub^ yet understood his o^vm 
{profession \jo6 Hn^U to let that igiAmHoe be s#en. 
H6 i«ceived with ghive modj^ty tbii pftdMli of 
Loulii, wUth he ooiit^ded we're only daift to the 
nobleness <A Ih^ sdBio6 which h^ praetiiMK a 
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iinieiiee the rathef the more deiehrtng of adimrs^ 
lion on account of it* working miraciee tbrot^ 
jmODM of ISO ISmUc an a^/nx m hiimelf ; «id he 
and the Kisg tdok kave^ for oace much satisfied 
with eacb otheri» 

On the AsthdogtT** departure, Lome threw 
bimielf iatoa^hinr) tod appeating much exbauat- 
edy diiBiissed the rest of his attendants^ except- 
iagOUtee aloDe^irboieroepiig around with gentle 
OMriduity end nobelesa step» assisted him in the 
tadt of preparing for repose* > 

During the time while he received this atsist- 
Mee, the Kthgj unueual to his wont^ was so d- 
l«it and passite) that hi% attendant was struck bj 
die tt AuSttal ehotige in Ms deporitneat. The worst 
taittds htTe ofteA sdmetMi^ of good principle in 
dietxik^bttidittt sbsw fldeltty to ibm tafUmn^ 
idid smietimei a protected add promoted fa voiitt 
iie has felt e giedtn of nncene interest in the mo* 
fiftrch to wkotn he owed his greatness Oliyer 
DhiMe (pt by whatever other name he was ceUed 
expltiSflive of his evil proqmsitiesy) was, never^ 
thelesB, eoftroe BDoouqpletdy identified with Satan 
as not to feelaome Unsdiof grautude for hiamas« 
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ter in this angular condition, when, as it seemed^ 
his fate was deeply interested, and his strengdi 
seemed to be ^chausted. After for a short time 
rendering to the King in silence the usual services 
paid by a servant to his master at the toilette, the 
attendant was at length tempted to say, with the 
freedom which hisSovereign^s indulgence hadper- 
mitted him in such drcumstanoesy ^' TeU-dieu, 
Sire, you seem as if you had lost a battle; and 
yet I, who was near your Majesty during this 
whole day, never knew you fig^t a field so gal« 
lantly." 

^^ A field !^ said £bg Loub, looldng up, and 
assuming his wonted causticity of tone and man- 
ner, <^ Pcksquea-dieuy my friend Oliver, say I have 
kept the arena in a bull-fight ; for a blinder, and 
more stubborn, untameable, uncontrollable brule^ 
than our cousin of Burgundy, never existed, save 
in the shape of a Murdan bull, trained for the 
buU-feasts.— -Well, let it pass-— I dodged him 
bravely. But, Oliver, rejoice with me that my 
plans in Flanders have not taken effect, whether 
as concerning' these two rambling Princesses of 
Croye or in liege-— you understand me.^^ 
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<< In faitb, I do not, Sire,"^ replied Oliver ; 
** it is imposable for me to congratulate your 
Majesty on the failure of your favourite schemes, 
unless you tell me some reason for the change in 
your own wishes and views.** 

*' Nay,** answered the King, " there is no 
change in either in a general view. But, Pasques^ 
dieUf my friend, I have this day learned more of 
Duke Charles than I before knew. When he 
was Count de Charolois, in the time of the old 
DukePhilipand the banished Dauphinof France, 
we drank,and hunted, and rambled together — and 
many a wild adventure we have had. And in these 
days I had a decided advantage over him— -like 
that which a strong spirit naturally assumes over 
a weak one. But he has since changed — has be- 
come a dogged, daring, assuming, disputatious 
dogmatist, who nourishes an obvious wish to drive 
matters to extremities, while he thinks he has 
the game in his own hands. I was compelled to 
glide as gently away from each o£Pensive topic, 
as if I touched red-hot iron. I did but hint at 
the possibility of these erratic Countesses of 
Croye, ere they attained Liege, (for thither I 
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frankly ooftfefssed tbat, to die best of my belief, 
tb^ irere gone,) falling into tbe bands of some 
wild snappy npon the frontiers^ and, Pasgues^ 
dieu^ you would hare thought I had spoken of 
sacrilege. It is neediest to tell you what he said, 
and quite enough to say, that I would bare held 
my bead^s safety Tcry insecure, if in that naomeni 
aeoounts had been brought of tb^ success of thy 
friend, William with the Beard, in bis and thy 
honest soheme of bettering himself by marriage.^ 

<^ No friend of mine, if it please your Majesty,^ 
said Oliver^^*' neither friend nor plan of mine.^ 

*< True, Oliver,'' answered the King ; *< thy 
plan had been to shave such a bridegroom. Well 
thou didst wish her as bad a one, when Ibou didst 
modestly hint at thyself. However, Oliver, lucky 
who bath her not ; for hang, draw, and quarter, 
weretbemostgentl^ words which my gentle ocHisin 
spoke of him who i^ould wed tbe young £k>uni» 
ess, his vassal, without his most ducal permission.^ 

'< And be is, doubtless, as jealoUs of any db* 
turbanoes in the good town of Liege ?^ asked the 
favourite. 

<^ As much, or much more so,^ replied the 
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Eing, ^ as your understanding may easily antici- 
pate; but aver siaoe I resolved on coming hither, 
my messengers have been in Liege, to repress, 
for the preseat, evefy moTement to tnsunvcftion ; 
and my very busy and bustling friends, Rouslaer 
and Pavilion, have orders to h^ quiet as a mouse 
until this happy laeedag between my icou^n and 
me 18 over*" 

^ Judpng, dien, fion yos^ Majesity\i ac- 
oount,^ said Oliver, ddly, *^ the utmost to be ho- 
jped from this meeting is, that it shooid not make 
your conditimi worse ?«^Surely litis is like the 
crane that thrust her bend into the ibx^s mefutli, 
and mas i^ad to thank her good fortuae tf isit it 
was not bitten off. Y«ft your li^jesty seemed 
deeply cfbUged ^ven na«r to the sage Philoeopher 
^ho encoumged you to play so hopefful a game.** 

^ No gane,^ said the King, sharply, ^ is to be 
despaired of until it is lost, and ljia$t t have im 
reason to expect it will he in my «imi ease. Ontiie 
contrary, if nothing ocears to Mt the rage of this 
vindicdve madman, I am aure of victory ; and, 
pmAj^ lam oota litlle obliged to ^ skill which 
selected for my agent, as the conductor of the 
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Ladies of Croye, a youth whose horoscope so far 
corresponded with mine, that he hath saved me 
from danger, even by the disobedience of my own 
commands, and taking the route which avoided 
De la Marck^s ambuscade.^ 

•* Your Majesty," said Oliver, " may find many 
agents who will serve you on these terms.^ 

** Nay, nay, Oliver," sidd Louis, impatiently^ 
** the heathen poet speaks of Vota diis exaudita 
jTkzZ^^i^,— -wishes, that is, which the saints grant 
to us in their wrath ; and such, in the drcum- 
stances, would have been the success of William 
de la Marck's exploit, had it taken place about 
this time, and while I am in the power of this 
Duke of Burgundy.^ And this my own art fore- 
saw — ^fortified by that of Galeotti ; — ^that is, I fore- 
saw not the miscarriage of De la Marck^s under- 
taking, but I foresaw that the expedition of yon- 
der Scotdsh Archer should end happily for me—* 
and such has been the issue, though in a manner 
different from what I expected ; for the stars^ 
though they foretell general results, are yet silent 
on the means by which such are accomplished; 
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being often the very reverse of what we expect, 
or even desire. — But why talk I of these mysteries 
to thee, Oliver? who art in so far worse than the 
very devil, who is thy namesake, since he believes 
and trembles ; whereas thou art an infidel both to 
religion and to science, and wilt remain so till 
thine own destiny is accomplished, which, as thy 
horoscope and physiognomy alike assure me, will 
be by the intervention of the gallows.^ 

f < And if it indeed shall be so,^ said Oliver, in 
a resigned tone of voice, ^^ it will be so ordered 
because. I was too grateful a servant not to exe- 
cute the commands of my royal master.*" 

Louis burst into his usual sardonic laugh. — 
<< Thou hast broke thy lance on me fairly, Oli- 
ver ; and, by our Lady, thou art right, for I de* 
fied thee to it. But, prithee, tell me in sadness, 
dost thou discover any thing in these men^s mea- 
sures towards us which may argue any suspicion 
of ill usage?'' ' 

" My Hege,'' replied Oliver, " your Majesty, 
and yonder learned Philosopher, look for augury 
to the stars and heavenly host — I am an earthly 
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jKpCiiie» mid eontider bai ibB diiiqgp ^oprmM 
with mj viocatioo. Bat» iDfttbblu, tber^ U « Ifidf- 
of that eaniest and ptraeife ultoptioii «» yow M««- 
jestjr, which m&x A^w to a vdeovM gti^ ^ ii 
degree 10 ftr abpy^ tJbem. Tbt Diil(A ^boH^luM, 
pleaded wevinixH^ atad saw joor M4^7 ^^gt fiM> 
ther dum to the aUr^et, leaving ta tte I9^P<^ of 
bis h «i sAgM tb^ task of educing yw tpywr 
lodgings. The rooaia h^a ara hw^f ^ '^'^^^^ 
kssly fitted up-^e tapastiy is J»ung up av^— ' 
aiid ill oiie «f tba pieee^ as yo«i laa jr obsfrv^a, iha 
figure ana ravunwed, a»d atwd ic^ ihair l^ad^ 
while the ttisai grow with ithair foots ^ippeiliiosil;.'' 

'' Fdiaw J ecfiidaot, and tha aflfeet <af bwry,'' 
said the King. ^^ Wbaa 4id fou evar Hikh^ ne 
coDoerQ^ abput sueh Iri^fs ^ itb^sa t^ 

^^ N«t paiheir .aw» «9cpiia|t ans ihejr vardi 
jioti^^e;^ sstd O&v^ ; ^ h^ m ii^«iiftii](g the da*- 
grae of asteem in whiah «tbe<cifliepff8jQf the Duka^s 
household observe your Grace to be hdd by biiQ* 
Sdievemf^lliathad faia de&ire«»emedainipereihat 
jo\a veoeptiQa ahaMld be ip all poinits pf^Eipnc- 
iorily diapbai^gpd, the aeal of his people would 

24 
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have made minutes do the work ot days— And 
when,^ he added, pointing to the basin and ewer, 
'* was the furniture of your Majesty^s toilette of 
other substance than silver P^ • 

^* Nay,^ said the £ing, with a constrained 
smile, ^* that last remark, Oliver, is too mudi in 
the style of thine own peculiar occupation to be 
combatted by any one.— True it is, that when I 
was only a refugee, and an exile, I was served 
upon gold-plate by order of the same Charles, 
who accounted silver too mean for the Dauphin, 
though he seems to hold that metal too rich for 
the King of France* Well, Oliver, we will to bed 
--»Our resolution has been made and executed,^ 
ther^is> nothing to be done but to play manfully 
the game oof- which we have entered. I know 
that my cousin of Burgundy, likie other wild 
bulls, 4iut8 his eyes when he begins his career. 
I have but to watch that moment, like one df the 
Umndors whom we saw at Burgos, and his ii^- 
pecuofflty places him at my merey.'^ 
./•" .... 

. * VOLi'lIT. F 
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THE EXPLOSION. 



'Tis listening fear, and dumb amazement all. 
When to the atarUed eye, the sadden gknoe 
Appears far south, eruptive through the cloud. 

Thomson's Summer. 

The preceding chapter, agreeable to its title, 
was designed as a retrospect which might enaUe 
the reader fully to understand the terms upon 
which the King of France and theD«fce of Bur- 
gundy stood together, when the former, moved, 
partly perhaps by his belief in astrology, which 
was represented as favourable to the issue of such 
a measure, and in a great measure doubtless by 
the conscious superiority of his own powers of 
mind over those of Charles, had adopted the ex- 
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traordinary, and upon any other ground altoge- 
tJber inexplicable resolution, of committing his per- 
son to the faith of a fierce and exasperated enemy 
— a resolution also the more rash and unaccount- 
able, as there were various examples in thatstonny 
time to shew, that safe-conducts, however solemn- 
ly plighted, had proved no assurance for those 
in whose favour they were conceived ; and indeed 
the murder of the Duke^s grandfather, at the 
Bridge of Montereau, in presence of the father of 
Louis> and at an interview solemnly agreed upon 
for the establishment of peace and anmesty, was 
a horrible.precedent should the Duke be disposed 
to resort to it. 

But the temper of Charles, though rough, 
fierce, headlong, and unyielding, was not, unless 
in the full tide of passion, faithless or ungenerous, 
faults whi^ usually belong to colder dispositions. 
He was at no pains to shew the Sang more cour- 
tesy than the laws of hospitality po»tively de- 
manded ; but, on the other hand, he evinced no 
purpose of overleaping their sacred barriers. 

Upon the next morning after the King^s arri- 
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val, there was a general muster of the troops of 
Ihe Duke of Burgundy, which, were so numerous 
and so eccellently app(MQted, that, perhaps, he 
was not sorry to have an opportunity .of diqilay- 
11^ them before his great rival. Indeed, while 
he paid the necessary complimisnt of a vassal to 
Ih6 Suzerain, in declaring that these troops were 
the King^s^ and not his own, the curl of hisupper 
lip, and the proud glance of his eye, intimated hb 
consciousness, that the words he used. were but 
6mpty compliment, and that this fine army, at his 
pwn.u^mtted disposal) was as ready to march 
against Pans a» in any other direction. It must 
have added to Louisas mortification, that he re- 
cognized, as forming part of this host, many ban- 
ners of French nolulity, not only of Normandy 
and Bretagncj but of provinces more immediately 
subjected to his own authority, who, from various 
causes of discontent, had joined and made com* 
mta cause with the Duke of Burgundy^ 

True to his character, however, Louis seemed 
to take little notice of these maloontrats, while, in 
fact, he was revolving in his mind the various 
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means by whick it might be possible to detach 
them frcMQEi the banners of Burgundy and bring 
them bade to his own, and resdved f(»* that pur« 
pose^ that he would cause the principals among 
theto to be secretly sounded by Oliver and other 
agents. 

He himself laboured diligently, but at the 
eame Ume cautiously, to make interest with the 
Duke*s chief officers and adirisers, employing 
for that purpose the usual means of ^miliar and 
frequent notice, adroit flattery, and liberal pr^ 
sents; not, as he represented, toalienate their faith* 
ful services from their noble master, but that 
they might lend their aid in preserving peace be* 
twixt France and Burgundy, an end so excellent 
in itself, and so obviously tending to the welfare 
of both countries, and of the reigning Princes dT 
either. 

Thenotioeof so great and so wke a King was 
in itself a mighty bribe ; promises did much, and 
direct gifts, which the customs of the time per- 
mitted theBurgundian courtiers to accept without 
scruple, did still more. During a boar-hunt in 
the forest, while the Duke, eager always upon the 
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immediate object^ whether buflliie8& or pleaai»e, 
gave himsdf entirely up to the ardour of the 
chase, Louis, unrestrained by hispresence, sought 
and found the means of qpeaking seca^tly and se^ 
parately to many of those who were reported to 
have most interest with Charles, among whom 
Hymbereourt and D^Argenton were not forgot- 
ten ; nor did he fail to mix up the advances which 
he made towards those two distingunhed persons 
with praises of the valour and militaty skill of the 
former, and of the profound sagacity and literary 
talents of the future historian of the period. 

Such an opportunity of personally conciliating, 
c»r, if the reader pleases, corrupting, the ministers 
of Charles^ was perhaps what the King had 
proposed to himself as a principal object of his 
visit, even if his art should fail to cajole the Duke 
himself. The connection betwixt France and 
Burgundy was so close, that most of the nobles 
belonging to the latter country had hopes jot ac- 
tual interests connected with the former, whidi 
the favour of Louis could advance, or his per^ 
sonal displeasure destroy. Formed for this and 
every other species (^ intrigue, Uberal to profu- 
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sion when it was nec^sary to advance his plans^ 
and skilful in putting the most plausible colour 
iipon bis proposals and presents, the King con- 
trived to reconcile the spirit of the proud to their 
profit, and to hold out to the real or pretended 
patriot the good of both France and Burgundy, 
as the ostensible motive ; whilst the party^s own 
private interest, like the concealed wheel of some 
madiine, worked not the less powerfully that its 
operations were k^t out of sight. For each man 
he had a suitable bi^t, and a proper mode of pre- 
senting it ; he poured the guerdon into the sleeve 
of those who were too high to extend their hand, 
and trusted that his bounty, though it descended 
like the dew without noise and imperceptibly, 
would not fail to produce, in due season, a plen« 
tiful crop of good will at least, perhaps of good 
offices, to the donor. In fine, although he had 
been long paving the way by his ministers for an 
establishment of such an interest in the Court of 
Burgundy, as should be advantageous to the in- 
terests of France, Louis's own personal exertions, 
directed doubtless by the information of which 
he was previously possessed, did more to accom* 
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pUsh that obieot in; a few hours^^ tban his incuts 
had effected in jeacs of negociatioiu 
i.One man alone.the King. missed, whom he had 
\f^m particularly deainius of ocmeiliatixig, and that 
waa the Count de.Greyeooeur, vhoae firmness, do- 
ting his conduct as EnVoy atPlessis, far from ex- 
dting Louisas resentment^ had been Tievred as a 
reason fSokr making him. his own if possibles He 
was not particularly gratified when he learnt that 
the County at the head of jm. hundred lances, was 
gone towards the frc«tiers,of Brabant, to assist 
the Bishop, in ease of necessity^ against William 
de la MiGirGk and his discontented subjects ; but 
he consoled himself, that the appeuance of this 
force, yjined with the directions which he had sent 
by fidthAil messengers, would serve to prevent 
any premature d]^turbances in that country,, the 
breaking out of wbidi might, he foresaw, render 
his preseni; situation very precarious. 

The Court upon this occasion dined in the fo- 
rest when the hour of noon arrived, as was com- 
mon ia these great hunting-parties ; an arrange- 
mmt on this occasion particularly agreeable to the 
Duke^denrous as he was to abridge that caremoni- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAT. IV. TH£ EXPIOSIOK. 89 

01I8 and deferential aolemnity with which he was 
otherwise under the necessity of receiving King 
Louis. In fact, the Eing-s knowledge of human 
nature had in one particular misled him on this 
remarkable occasion. He thought that the Duke 
would have beeninexpressibly flattered to have re- 
eeivedsuchamark of condescension and confidence 
£rom his liege lord ; but he forgot that the depend- 
ance of this Dukedom upon the Crown of France 
was privatdy the subject of galling mortificatieii 
to a Fc^loe so powerful, so wealthy, and so proud 
as Charles, whose aim it certainly was to establidi 
an indep^ideaat kingdom. The presence of the 
King at his own Court imposed on him the neces* 
stty of exhibitii^ himself in the subordinate cha- 
racter of a vassal, and of discharging many rites 
<^ feudal observance and deference, which, to one 
of his haughty disposition, resembled derogation 
from the character of a Sovereign Prince, which 
on all occasions he affected as far as possible to 
ftusttfn. 

But although it was possiUe to put over the 
dniner upon the green turf, with sound of bugles, 
broaching of barrels, and all the freedom of a 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



90 CHAP. IV. THE BXPLOSI6N. 

sylvan mekl, it was necessary that the evenii^ re« 
past should, even for that very reascMi, be held 
with higher than usual solemnity. 

Previous orders for this purpose had been 
givetiy.and, upon returning to FercHiiie,' Bang 
Louis found a banquet prepared with such a pro^ 
fusion of splendour and magnificence, as became 
the wealth of his formidable vassal, possessed as 
he was of almost all the Low Countries, then the 
richest portion of Europe. At the head of the 
long board, which groaned under plate qf gold 
and silver, filled to profusion with the most ex« 
quisite dainties, sat the Duke, and on his right 
hand, u^on a seat more elevated than his oMm, 
w«3 placed his royal guest* Behind him stood (»i 
one side the son of the Duke of Gueldres, who 
oiBciated as his grand carver— -on the other, Le 
Glbrieux, his jester, without whom he seldom stir- 
red ; for, like most men of his hasty and coarse 
character, Charles carried to extremity thegene^ 
ral taste of that age for court-fools and jesters—* 
finding that pleasure in their display of eccentri- 
city and mental infirmity, which his more acute, 
but not more benevolent rival, loved bett^ to ex* 
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tratet from marking the imperfections of humanity 
in its nobler specimens, and finding subject for 
mirth in the ** fears of the brave and follies of 
the wise.^ And indeed, if an anecdote related 
by Brant6me be true, that a court-fool, having 
overheard Louis, in one of his agonies of repent, 
ant devotion, confess his accesnon to the pmson- 
ing of his brother, Henry Count of Cayenne, 
divulged it next day at dinner before the assem- 
bled court, that monarch might be supposed ra- 
ther more than isatisfied with the pleasantries of 
professed jesters for the rest of his life. 

But, on the present occasion, Louis neglected 
not to take notice of the favourite jester of the 
Duke, and to applaud his repartees ; which he did 
the rather, that he thought he saw that the folly 
of Le Olorieux, however grossly it was sometimes 
displayed, covered more than the usual quantity 
of shrewd and caustic observation proper to his 
class. . 

In fact, Tiel Wetzweiler, called Le Glorieux, 
was by no means a jester of the common stamp. 
He was a tall, fine-looking man, excellent at 
many exercises, which seemed scarce reconcileabie 
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with mental imbeeility, because it must have re- 
quired patience and attention to acquire them. 
He usually followed the Duke to the chase and 
to this fight; and at Montrbery, when he was in 
connderable personal danger^ wounded in the 
throa,t, and likely to be made prisoner by a Frendi 
kni^t who had hold ci his honeys rein, Tiel 
Wetzweiler charged the assailant so f(xtably, as 
to overthrow him and disengage his master. Per- 
haps he was afraid of this being thbng^t too se«i 
nous a service for a person of his condition, and 
that it might excite him enemies. among those 
knights and nobles, who had left the care of their 
master'^s person to the courUfool. At any rate, 
he chose rather to be laughed at than praised for 
his achievement, and made such, gasconading 
boasts of his exploits in the battle, that most men 
thought the rescue of Charles was as ideal as the 
rest of his tale ; and it was on this occauon he 
acquired the title of Le Glorieux, by which he 
was ever afteirwards distinguished. 

Le Glorieux was dressed very richly, but with 
littleof the usual distmction of his profession; and 
that little rather of a symbolical than a very lite- 
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ral character. His head was not shorn ; on the 
contrary, he wore a long prof uaon of curled hair, 
which descended from under his cap, and joining 
with a well-arranged, and handsomely trimmed 
beard, set off features, which, but for a wild light- 
ness of eye, might have been termed handsome. 
A ridge of scarlet velvet carried across the top of 
his cap, indicated, rather than positively rept-e-- 
sented, the profesdonal cock^s-comb, which distin. 
guished the head-gear of a fool in right of office. 
His bauble, made of ebony, was crested, as usual, 
with a fooVs head, with ass^s ears formed of sil- 
ver; but so small, and so minutely carved, that, till 
very closdy examined, it might have passed foe 
an official baton of a more solemn character. 
These were the only badges of his office which 
his dress exhibited. In other respects, it was such 
as to match with that: of the most courtly nobles. 
His bonnet displayed a medal of gold ; he wore * 
a chain of the same metal around his neok ; and 
the fashion of his rich garments was not much 
more fantastic than those of young gallants who 
have their clothes made in the extremity of the ex- 
isting fashion. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



94i, CHAP. IT. THE EXPLOSION. - 

To this personage Charles, and Louis, in imi- 
tation of his host, often addressed themselves 
during the entertainment ; and both seemed to 
manifest by hearty laughter, their amusement at 
the answers of Le Glorietix. 
. ^^ Whose seats be those that are vacant ?^ said 
Charles to the jester. 

^^ One of those at least should be mine by right 
of succession, Charles,^ replied the jester. 

*« Why so, knave ?^ said Charles. 

" Because they belong to the Sieur D'Hym- 
bercourt and D^Argenton, who are gone so far to 
fly their falcons, that they have forgot their sup- 
per. They, who would rather look af a kite on 
the wing than a pheasant on the board, are of kin 
to the fool, and he should succeed to the stools, as 
a part of their moveable estate.^ 

** That is but a stale jest, my friend Tiel,'' said 
the Duke ; ^^ but, fools or wise men, here come 
the defaulters.'* 

As he spoke, D'Argenton and Hymbercourt 
entered the room, and, after having made their 
reverence to the two Princes, assumed in silence 
the seats which were left vacant for them. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAP. IV. TH£ EXPLOSION. 95 

" What ho! Sirs,'' Exclaimed the Duke, ad- 
dressing them, ^* your sport has been either very 
good or very bad, to lead you so far and so late. 
Sir Philip de Comines, you are dejected— -hath 
D'Hymbercourt won so heavy a wager on you ?— 
You are a philosopher, and should not grieve 
at bad fortune. — ^By Saint George ! D'Hymber- 
court looks as sad thou doest — How now, sirs ? 
Have you found no game ? or have you lost your 
falcons ? or has a witch crossed your way ? or has 
the Wild Huntsman met you in the forest ? By 
my honour, you seem as if you were come to a 
funeral, not a festival.^ 

While the Duke spoke, the eyes of the com- 
pany were all directed towards D'*Hymbercourt 
and D'Argenton ; and the embarrassment and 
dejection of their countenances, neither being of 
that class of persons to whom such expression of 
anxious melancholy was natural, became so re- 
markable, that the mirth and the laughter of the 
company, which the rapid circulation of goblets 
of excellent wine had r^sed to a considerable 
height, was gradually hushed ; and, without being 
able to assign any reason for such a change in 

17 
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their qfurits, men spoke in whispers to each other, 
as on the eve of expectmg some strange and im- 
portant tidings. 

*^ What means this silence, Messires ?* said the 
Duke, elevating his voice, which was naturally 
hardi. ^^ If you bring these strange looks, and 
this stranger silence, into festivity, we shall wish 
you had abode in the marshes seeking for herons, 
or rather for woodcocks and howlets.^ 

«* My gracious Lord,'* said D'Argenton, " as 
we were about to return hither from the forest, 
#e met the Count of Creveooeur," 

** How !'' said the Duke; "already returned 
from Brab|nt?-^but he found kll well there, 
doubtless?''— 

" The Count himself will presently give your 
Grace an account of his news,*^ said D'Hymber-^ 
court, " which we have heard but imperfectly." 

*^ Body of me, where is the Count ?" said the 
Duke." 

*^ He changes his dress, to wait upon your 
Highness," answered D'Hymbercourt. 

"His dress ? Saint bleu !" exclaimed the impa- 
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tient PriQce, ^* what care I lor his dress ! I think 
you have conspired with him to drive me mad.^ 

'* Or rather, to be plain,^ said D^Argenton, 
*^ be wishes to communicate these news at a pri« 
vate audience.^ 

^^ Test&4iieu! my Lord King,^ said Charles^ 
^^ this is ever the way our counsellcnrs serve us— f 
If they have got hold of aught which they con* 
sider as important for our ear, they look as grave 
upon the matter, and are as proud of their bur- 
then as an ass of a new pack^saddle.'-'Some one 
bid CreVecoBur come to us directly !— *He cornea 
from the frontiers of Liege, and we^ at least, (he 
laid some emphasis on the pronoun^) have no 
secrets in diat quarter which we would shun to 
have proclaimed before the assembled world.^ 

All perceived that the Duke haddfunk so much 
wine as to increase the native obatinacy of his disi* 
position ; and thou^ many would willingly have 
suggested that the present was neither a time for 
hearing news, or for taking counsel, yet all knew 
the impetuodty of his temper too well to venture 
on farther interference, and satin anxious expee^ 

VOL. IIL G 
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ation of the tidiog» which the Count might have 
to communicate. 

e A brief interral intervened, during which the 
Duke remsined looking eagerly to the door, aa i^ 
in a transport of impatience, while the guests sat 
with their eyes bent on the tMcy as if to coneeal 
their cariosity and anxiety. Louis alone maintain-* 
ing perfect oomposure^oontinued his conversatioil 
ahemately with the grand carver and with th» 
jester. 

At length Creveoosur ei^red, and was pre* 
sently saluted by the hurried questi<m of his ma»^ 
ter, <^ What news from Liege and Brabant, Sir 
Count? — The report of your arrival has chased 
mirth from our table— we hope your actual pre** 
sence will bring it back to us/^ 

*^ My liege and master,'^ answered the Count, 
in a Arm, but melancholy tone, ^< the news which 
I bring you are fitter for the council board than 
die feasting table.^ 

^* Out with them, man, if they were tidings! 
from Antidirist,^ said the Duke; ** but I can 
g«ie|s them— the Liege^s an again in mutiny,"* ^ 
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" They are, my lord,'* said CteveocBW^ wry' 
gravely* 

** Look there, man,^ said the Duke, ^^ I havft 
hit at once en what you have hera 90 mueh afraid 
to mention to me-— the hair J>ratiied bui^^rs artf 
again in arms. It eould not be in better time, 
for we may at present have the adyiee of our 01m 
Suzerain,^ bowing to King Lotdt, with eyeswhi<^ 
spoke the mK>st bitter, though siq>pres8ed resent- 
ment, << to teadi us how such mutineers shoyldt 
be dealt with.— *Ha8t thou more news in thy 
paeket? Out with them, and then answer for 
yourself why you went liot forward to assist the 
Bidiop.^ 

^^ My lord, the farther tidings are heavy ff»r 
me to tell, and will be afflicting to you to hear.-^ 
No aid of mine, or of living chivalry, tx>uld hav<^ 
availed the excellent Prelate. William de I9 
Marck, united with the insurgent Liegeois, hat 
taken bis Castle of Schonwaldt, aiM miurdered 
him in his own hall.^ 

** Murdered him /" repeated the Duke, in n 
deep and low tone, but which nevertheless was 
heaid from the <me end d! the hall in which they 
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were assembled to the other ; <^ thou hast been 
imposed upon, Creyecoeur, by some wild report 
^«»it is itaposfiible.^ 

<* Alas ! my lord !"* said the Count, << I have 
it from an eye-witness, an archer of the King of 
France^s Scottish Guard, who was in the hall 
When the murder was committed by William de 
Ik Marck*s order,** 

*^ And who was doubtless aiding and abetdng 
in the horrible sacrilege,^ said the Duke, start* 
ing up and stamping with his foot with such fury^ 
that he dashed in pieces the footkool which waa 
placed before him. *^ Bar the doors of this hall, 
gentlemen — secure the windows— let no stranger 
^T from his seat, upon pain of instant death !— - 
Grentlemen of my chamber, draw your swords.'' 
And turning upon Louis, he advimced bis own 
hand slowly and deliberately to the hilt of hia 
weapon, while the Eiog, without either shewing 
fear or assuming a defensive posture, <Hily said,. 
> These news, fair cousin, have stagger^ your 
reason.''. 

«< No r replied the Duke, in a terriblj; tone, 
<' but they have awakened a just resentments 
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wliich I have too long suffered to be stifled hjr 
trivial considerations of circumstance and plAoe. 
Murderer of thy brother !— rebel against Xhy pa* 
rent! — ^tyrant over thy subjects! — treacherous 
ally !«-perjured King !-rdishonoured gentleman ! 
—thou art in my power, and I thank God for it !*** 

" Rather thank my folly,'' said the King ; ^< fpr 
when we met on equal terms at Montl'bery, mer 
thinks you wished yourself farther from me than 
we are now," 

The Duke still held his hand on the hilt of hit 
sword, but refrained to draw his weapon, or to 
strike a foe, who offered no sort of re^tance 
which could in anywise provoke viol^ce. 

Meantime, wild and general confusion spread 
itself through the hall. The doors were now fast- 
coed and guarded at the order of the Duke ; bu|; 
several of the French nobles, few a3 they were ia 
number, started from their seats,and prepared for 
the defence of their Sovereign. Louis had spoken 
not a word eitlier to Orl^ns or Dunois since they 
were liberated from restraint at tjb^ Castle of 
Loches, if it could be termed liberation to be 
dragged in King Louis's train, objects of suspi*^ 
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mn evidently) rather than of reqpect and legaM ; 
but) neverthelesa, the Toice of Dimois was finl 
teftfd «bOT« the tumult, addressing himsdf to 
the Duke of Burgundy.— *<!* Sir Duke, yeu have 
forgotten that you are a vanud of France, and 
Ithftt we^ your guesti^ are Frenchmen. If you 
Kft & himd ^gldttBt our Monarch, prepare to sus- 
iMi 4be utmost effects of our despair ; for credit 
me) we fiihdl feast as hi^ with the Mood itfBur^ 
gundy as we have dcme with its wine.*^Courage, 
toy Lord ct OrleaoB-^imd you, gentlemen of 
France, ftffm yourselves round Dunois, and do 
lui he do^s P 

It was in that m<xnent when a King might see 
vipon what tempers he could certainly rely. The 
^w independent nobles and knights who attend- 
ed Louis, most of whom had only received fiwm 
liim frowns or discountenance, unappalled by the 
display cf infinitely superior force, and the cer- 
^tainty of destructio]i,hastened to array themselves 
iuouhd Donoij», ai)id, led by him, to press towflSrds 
th6 head i6f the table, where the ccntendang 
IVibces were seated. 
' Qto ^e contrary, the tedls and agents whom 
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Louis hsA dra^od forward out of ibm fitting 
places, into importiuaoe which was not due totfaem^ 
shewed cowardice and cold heart, and remaining 
8tsU in ilbm seats, seeq^ed resolved not to proroke 
their fate by intermeddling, whatever might h^ 
tsome of th^ faoi^actor. 

The fest of the more geaecous party wns the 
Venerable Lotd Craw&rd, who, with on agility 
^hich no (Hie would have expected at his years, 
forced his .way through'all opposition, (which ifw 
%he less violent, as many of the Burgundians, 
either firom a point of honour, or a secret inclina- 
tion to prevent Louisas impeding fate, gave way 
to him,) and threw himself boldly between the 
King and Duke. He thai placed his boqnet, fkxim 
which his white hnr escaped in dishevelled treeses, 
upon one side of his head—Jiis pale cheek and wi- 
thered l»ow coloured, and his aged eye ligl^^ird 
with all the fire <tf a galhuit who is about to dare 
some desperate action. His cloak was flung over 
' one shoulder, and his action intimated his readi- 
ness to wrap it about his left arm, while he ub« 
aheathed his sword with his light. 

<< I have fought for his father and hia grand- 
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we/* that was all he said, <^ am^, by Saiat An« 
drew, end the matter as it will, I will not f^U him 
at this pinch.'* 

What has taken some time to narrate, hi^pen* 
ed, in faet, with the speed of light, for so soon as 
the Duke assumed his threatening posture, Crawr 
ford had thrown himself betwixt lum and the oIk 
ject df his ^ngeance ; and the French gentlemen^ 
drawing together as fast as they could, weve 
crowding to diie same point. 

The Duke of Burgundy still remiuned with 
bis hand on his swo^d, and seemed in the act of 
giving the sgnal for a general onset, whidi muat 
necessarily have ended in the massacre pf the 
weaker party, when Crevecoeur rushed forward, 
and exclaimed in a voice like a trumpet, — ^pMy 
tiege Lord of Burgundy, beware wliat you doj 
This is^oi^r hall^— you are the King^s vassalrHJ^ 
not spill the blood of your guest on your heartb, 
the blood of your Sovereign on the throne you 
have erected for him, and to which he came un- 
der your safeguard. For the sake of your house!s 
honour, do not attempt to revenge one horrid 
murder by another yet worse r 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAP. IT» THE £Xl*X«Ogi^K. 10$ 

'< Oat of my road, Creyecoeur>* aasw€fred the 
Duke, ^^ and let my vengeance pass ! — Out of 
my path ! — The wrath of kings is to be dreaded 
HkcLtbat of Heaven."" 

" Only when, like that of Heaven, it is ju9t^ 
answered Crevecoeur, firmly— ^^ Let me \itvjdL 
you, my lord, to rein the violence of your temper, 
however justly offended.-— And for you,my Lords 
of France, where resistance is unavailing, let me 
recommend you to forbear whatever may lead to- 
wards bloodshed.^ 

**^ He is right,** said Louis, whose coolnelts for- 
sook him not in that dreadful mom^it, and who 
easily foresaw, that if a brawl should commence, 
more violence would be dared and done in the 
heat of blood, than was like to be attempted if 
peace were preserved.-— ^^ My cousin Orleans-— 
kind Dunois — and you, my trusty Crawford- 
bring not on ruin and bloodshed by taking offence 
too hastily. Our cousin the Duke is chafed at 
tidings of the death of a near and loving friend, 
the venerable Bishop of Liege, whose slaughter 
we lament as he does. Ancient, and, unhappily, 
recent subjects of jealousy, lead him to suspect us 
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'oi having abetted a trime whkii our boBoin ab- 
liors. Should our host mttfdor us cm thb qxyt-«- 
mtif his King and his kinsman, under a fidse im- 
pression of our being accessories to this unhappy 
aorident, our fate will belittle lightened, but, on 
the etmtrary, greatly aggravated by yoiir stinrmg, 
<— Therefi^e, stand bade, Crawf<»d — Were it my 
last word, Ispeak as a King to his offioer, and de- 
mand obedienoe— -Stand back, and, if it is re- 
-quired, yield up your sword, I oonmiand you to 
do so, and your oath obliges you to obey.^ 

*< True, true, my kird,*' said Crawford, step- 
{MUg back, and returning to the sheath the blade 
he had half-drawn, ^^ It may be all very true ; but 
by my honour, if I were at the head of three- 
score and ten of my brave fellows, instead of be- 
ing loaded with tnore than the like number of 
years, I would try whedier I would have some 
reason out of these fine gallants^ with their golden 
chfuns and looped-up bonnets, with braw-warU 
dyes and devices on them.^ 

The Duke stood with his eyes fixed on* ihe 
' ground for a considerable space, and then said, 
' with bitter irony, ** Crevecoeur, you say well ; aiid 
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it conoenis out boDMP, that bur obligatioiis to this 
great King, our h(»iouped a&d loving guest, be not 
so hastily adjusted, as in our hasty anger we had at 
- 'first purposed. We will so act, that all Europe 
shall acknowledge the justice of our proceedings. 
-—Gentlemen of France, you must render up your 
arms to my of&oers ! Your master has broken the 
truce, and has no title to take further benefit of 
it. In compasnon, however, to your sentiments 
of honour, and in respect to the rank which he 
hath disgraced, and the race from whidi he hath 
degenerated, we ask notour cousin Louisas sword.'^ 

'< Not one of us,^ said Dunois, ^^ will resign our 
weapon, or quit this hall, unless we are assured 
<^at least our King^s safety, in life and limb.^; 

<< Nor will a man of the Scottish Guard,"^ ex- 
cUamed Crawford, << lay down his arms, save at 
the command of the King of France, or his High 
CkmstaUe."* 

<< Brave DuncHS,^ said Louis, *^ and you, my 
-Ituity Crawford, your zeal will do me injury in- 
stead of benefit.-— I trust,^ he added with dignity, 
^ in my rightful cause, more than in a vain re- 
sistance, which would but cost the lives of my 
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best and bravest — Give up yoOr swords^the 
noble Burgundiansy who accept such honourable 
pledges^ will be more able than you are to pro* 
tect both you and me.— Give up your swords-^ 
It is I who command ywx.'" 

It was thus that, in this dreadful emergency, 
Louis shewed the promptitude of decision, and 
clearness of judgment, which alone could have 
saved his life. He was aware, that until actual 
blows were exchanged, he would have the assist** 
ance of most of the nobles present to moderate 
the fury of their Prince ; but that were a meU^ 
once commenced, he himself and his few adhe- 
rents must be instantly murdered. At the same 
time his worst enemies confessed, that his de- 
meanour had in it nothing either of meanness, or 
cowardice. He shunned to aggravate into frenzy 
the wrath of the Duke ; but he neitha: deprecated 
nor seemed to fear it, and continued to lopk on 
hini with the calm and fixed attention with which 
a brave man eyes the menacing gestures of a It^ 
natic, whilst conscious tliat his own steadiness and 
composure operate as an insensible and powerful 
check on the rage even of insanity. 
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Crawford, at the Eing^s command, threvr hid 
sword to Crevecoeur, saying, " Take it I and the 
devil give you joy of it.— It is no dishonour to the 
rightful owner who yields it, for we have had no 
fair play.'* 

^' Hold, gentlemen,'* said the Duke, in a bro- 
ken voice, as one whom passion had almost de* 
prived of utterance, ** Retain your swords; it is 
sufficient you promise not to use them — And 
you, Louis of Valois, must regard yourself as my 
prisoner, until you are cleared of having abetted 
sacrilege and murder. Have him to the Castle 
— Have him to Earl Herbert's Tower. Let him. 
have six gentlemen of his train to attend him, such 
as he shall choose. — ^My Lord of Crawford, your 
guard must leave the Castle, and shall be honour- 
ably quartered elsewhere. — ^Up with every draw* 
bridge, and down with every portcullis—Let the 
gates of the town be trebly guarded — ^Draw to 
the right-hand side of the river the floating-bridge 
— Bring round the Castle my band of Black Wal- 
loons, and treble the centinelson every post !— You, 
Hymbercourt, look that patroles of horse and foot 
make round of the town every half-hdur during 
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the night, and every hour during the mext daj^» 
if indeed such ward shall be necessary after day« 
break, for it is like we may be sudden in this msiU 
ter.-— Look to the person of Lotti% as you lore 
your life !" • 

He started from the table in fierce and moody 
haste, darted a glance of mcartal enmity at the 
King, and rushed out of the apartment, 

<< Sirs,'' said the King, looking with dignity 
around him, ^* grief for the death of his ally 
hath made your Prince frantic. I trust you know 
better your duty, as knights and noblemen, than^ 
to abet him in his treasonable violence against 
die person of his li^e Lord.'' 

At this moment was heard in the streets the 
sound of drums beating, and horns blowing, to 
call out the soldiery in every direction. 

'^ We are," said Crevecceur, who acted as the 
Marshal of the Duke's household, ^^ subjects of 
Burgundy, and must do our duty as such. Ovat 
hopes and prayers, and our e£Portd, will not be 
wanting to bring about peace and union between 
your Majesty and our liege Lord. Meantime, 
we must obey his commands. These other Imia 
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aad knightfwill be proud to eOntribute to the con ^ 
venieiioe #f the illustriousDuke of Orleansy of the 
brave Dunois, and the stout Lord Crawford. I 
mjtself mustbe yoai'Migesty^s chamb^kdii) «id 
bring you to your apartments in other guise thaQ 
would be my desire, remenabering the ho^Htality 
of Plessis. You have only to choose your attend* 
ants, whom the Duke^s commands limit to ax.'" 

<^ Thai,'' said the King, loddng aroutid Ini&y 
and thinkinij^ for a moment,— ^< I desire the 
attendance of Oliv^ le Dain, of a private of my 
life-guard, called Balafr^, who may be unarmed 
if you wiU-^f Tristan THermite, with two of 
his people-*and my right loyal and trusty jiij^ 
losopher, Martius Gakotti/' 

<< Your Majesty's will shall be complied with 
in all points,'' said the Count de Crevecosur. 
*< Galeotti," he added, aftar a moment's inquiry, 
** is, I understand, at present supping in some 
buxom company, but he shall instantly be sent. 
for; the others will obey yourMajesty's command 
upon the instant'* 

<< Forward, then, to thenewabock, which the 
hospitality of our cousut provides for us," said 
U 
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the King. ^* We know it is strong, and have 
only to hope it maj be in a corresponding degvee 



^< Heard you the choice which King Louis has 
made of his attendants ?^ said Le Olorieux to 
Count Crevecoeur apart^ as they fallowed Louis 
from the HalL 

" Surely, my merry gossip," replied the Connt, 
•— " What hast thou to object to them P'* 

** Nothing, nothing— only they are a rare elec* 
tion !— *A pandaiiy barber — a Scotch hired cut- 
throat — a chief hangman and his two assistants, 
and a thieving charlatan. — ^I will ak»ig mth you, 
CrevecoBfur, and take a lesson in the d^rees <if 
roguery, from observing your skill in marriial«> 
ling them. The devil himself could scarce have 
summoned such a synod, or have been a better 
preindent amongst them." 

Accordingly, the all4ioensed jaster, seizing 
&e Count^s arm familiarly, began to march along 
with him, while, under a strong gus^s^ yet forget« 
ting no semblance of respect, he conducted the 
King towards his new apartment 
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CHAPTER V. 



UNCERTAINTY. 



——Then happy low, lie down, 
IfneMjr lies the head that wean a crown. 

. , Jienrji IV^^Fart Second. 



Fo&TT meh^t-annSyCaiTyingakernately naked 
swcntis and blazing torches, served as the esoorr, 
of rather the guard, of King Louis, from th^ 
town-hall of Peronne to the Castle ; and as he en^ 
tared within its darksome and gfeomy strength; 
it'seemed as if a voice screamed in his ear that 
warning which the Florentine has inscribed over 
the portal of the infernal r^ions, <* Leave all 
hope behind*^ 

At that moment, perhaps, some feeling of r^ 
morse might have crossed the King^s mind, had he 

VOL. m. H 
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thought on the hundi^s, nay thou8anil5» whom, 
without cause or on light suspicion, he had com- 
mitted to the abysses of his dungeons, dq)rived 
of all hope of liberty, and loathing even the life 
to which they clung by animal instinct 

The broad gWe of the torches outfadng the 
pale moon, which was more obscured on this than 
on the former night, and the red smoky light 
which they dispersed around the ancient build- 
ings, gave a darker shade tp that huge Donjoo, 
called the Earl Herb^rt^s Tower. It was the same 
which Louis had viewed with misgiving present- 
ment on the (seceding evening, and of which he 
was now doomed to became a^ iidiabitant, under 
the terror of what violence soever the wrathful 
temper of bis overgrown vassal mig^t tempt him 
to exercise in those secret recesses of dectpotiam. 

To aggravate the King^a painful feelings, he 
«aw, as he crossed the oourt^yard, one or two 
bodies, over each of which had been hastily flung 
a military cloak. He was not longof discemiog 
that they were corpses of siai^ archers of the Scot- 
tish Guard, who having diqmted, as the Count 
of CrevecoBur informed him, the command given 
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them to quit the post near the Kiog^s apartmeAts, 
a brawlliad eittued between Ihem add the Duke^d 
Walloon body-guirdByaad before k etiuld be com- 
posed by tht& offioeAt on either dde, several lires 
had been lost* 

^ My trusty Scots T said the feng^ as he look, 
ed upon this melancholy spectacle; << had they 
firought only man to man, all Flan^rs, and Bur- 
gundy to boot, had not fomisbed diami^ons to 
iaateyoi!k.^ 

** Ay, an it pleAse your Majesty,^ said fialo- 
f\f6f who attenddl close behind the King, <« Mais- 
tery mows the meado^-^ew mot Dan fight more 
than twb at onc^. — I myself n^^er'care to meet 
three, unless it be in the way of spedal duty, 
when one must not stand to ooiiiit heads.^ 

^ Art thou there, old acqumntatice ?^ said the 
£ng, looking behind him ; ^ then t have one 
true sulgect with me yet.** 

^< And a fidthful minister, whether in your 
cchincils, or in his offices about your royal person,^ 
whispered OUver le Dain. 

^ We are dl faithful,'' said Tristan PHermite, 
gruffly ; v< for should they put to dealii your 
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|if ajesty, there i$ not one of us whom they would 
suffer to suryive you, even if we would.** 

" Now, that is what I call good corporal hail 
fpr fidelity t^ 9ai4 I^e Glorieux, who, as already 
mentioned, with the restlessness proper to an in- 
iirm bmio, had thrust himself into their com. 
pafly. 

MeaniBehile, the Seneschal, hastily summoned, 
was turning with lab6rious effort the ponderous 
key which opened the reluctant gate of the huge 
Gothic Keep, and was at last f(un to call on the 
a$8istanceofpneofCreyeC(Bufsattendai^t5. When 
they had succeeded, six men entered with torches, 
and shewed the way through a narrow and wind- 
ing passage, commanded at different points by 
shot-holes from vaults and casements constructed 
bdbind^ and in the thickness of the massive walls. 
At the end of this passage, arose a stair of corre- 
sponding rudeness, conasting of huge blocks of 
sU>ne, roughly dressed with the hammer, and 
of upe^ual height. Having mounted this asr 
cent, a strong iron-clenched door admitt^ theq^ 
to what had. been the great hall of the donjon, 
lighted but. very faintly even during the dayr 
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time, (for the aperttires, diminished in appearance 
by the excessive thickness of the walls, resembled 
slits rather than windows,) and now, but for the 
blaze of the torches, almost perfectly dark. Two 
or three bats, and other birds of evil presage, 
rousedby theunusualglare,flewagaindt the lights, 
and threatened to extinguish themi; while the 
Seneschal formally apolo^ed to the King, that* 
the State-hall had not been put in order, such was 
the hurry of the notice sent to him ; and adding,^ 
that, in truth, the apartment had not been in use 
for twenty years, and rarely before that time, so 
far as ever he had heard, since the time of King 
Charles the Simple. 

'< King Charles the Simple T echoed Louis; 
** I know the history of the iPower now.*-^He 
was here murdered by his treacherous vassal, 
Herbert,Earl of Vermandois — So say pur annals. 
I knew there was something concerning the Castie 
of Peronne which dwelt on my mind, though I 
could not recall the drcumstance.— ITi^^, then, 
my predecessor was slain T 

** Not here, not exaetiy here, and please your 
Majesty,'' said the old Seneschal, stepping with 
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the 49agc)r fa«^ af n dMYoac^ ivbo elietrs tl^ wmj 

8}|lie-€hltiid^r a ttlt)«i ovwiffd^ wbioh opem from 
your M(g^y>beiUeb«nber.'* 

He ImAlj o)ieiH!d n wioket al the; ut>p«r te4^ 
of tfie bnUr whieh fed into a bed^ohambee^ HMil^i 
tmh UtUal ¥1 ihe$e old baiUUngs I hut eYen for. 
that re«3op» ffathet mora comfbrlabte Umk the 
waste haU tbhMigh wbidi the; hlid jpiisa^^ ^SAe^ 
hasty prtpiu^tbnB had beeii here made for the. 
King's aeadimaodiiian. Antis h$A bseii Mckcd 
iip» a fiieUgbtad ill the mstj gvat^» wbkili ba^ 
been lioig unnsad^ and a pidlet .l«d down iafr 
those gentlemen who were to pass th^ oiigbt ln» 
bis chamber^ as wias tbeii uswL . 

« We wiaget b^s i^ the hstt f^uf.tha rest of 
yma atteodssits ; but we hnva.beli minAi brief dcn 
ticei il it pleeie jrouc Miyeslj)r^Aild if «t fi^^ 
yaasMMp9iiy to knk upm Ibis Ul^e wisM;b&4 
hiad the arras^ itiopeasialo the tiHle old mbinei^ 
in the .thickness of the^ wsU whete Charles 'wm 
slain ; and there is a i^ret paaai^ ffosit belaw^ 
whidi admitted. the menrwbo were to de<l(.With 
him. And your Mi^esty, whose eye?sight X ho{»l^ 
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» btller di«a miw> liifty i0^ Ae Uo0d ataU on tib 

Whiielhc thus spoke^ hekcptfiiidbliii^ toopM 
the posteraof whichheqpoke^iintilthe Kingsaid^ 
<< Forbter^ dd tnan~forlmi( but m litde wUIe^. 
wheok tfabd majat haveaJafiwar tale totctti iiid 
fr^riwr blood to Aowi^^MylagAotClMiy^mem^ 
y/Amt flay yon ?** . 

^^I con buiaii8iner> Sire^ thafcdieat two iiit«nsr 
ofMurtmaitBaaeiis mnch at your MajeflfcJF^fldnpd- 
Mm thoae in your own OisuBilft of PkBflb^ and 
dial; Crdvedoeurv a name nerffev Uaqbsittd by 
tftajiatrf or aflaanination^ bv the gnatd of ^ 
cKtsrior dtfetaces cf it* 

<< Bat tb4 prMate paan^ into ^at closet, 
of wbRhttHMildnuinBpBakar TMb Kiag Lonis 
iiud in a kiw and dnliioiM tene^ kdldbg Gbreve- 
atot^ Mtm fast whb one band, and poia^ to 
the wicket-door with the other. 

>« It U but aime dream of MortaatyV ^d 
OretmiMir, ^< br Bfiae old and abttirdi tiaditioh 
of (b^ place ;^^bttt we will exatnibei* 

tie was about to open the doiet door^ when 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



laO CHAP. V. UKCX&TAINTY. 

Louis answered, ** Noy CreveooBur, no-i-^Yoiur 
honour is sufficient warrant ---JSut what will ycfur 
Duke do with me, Crevecoeur ? He cannot hope 
to keep ine long a prisoner ; and—in short, pve 
me your opinion, CreVecoeur.^ 

f < My Loid and Sire,?* said the Count, << how 
the Duke of Burgundy must resent this honSlde 
crudty on the person of bis near relative and ally , 
is for your Majesty to judge ; and what ri|^t he 
may have to eonmder it as instigated by your 
Majesty^s emissaries, you only can know. But 
my master is noble in hb dispositiims, and made 
incapable, even by the very strragth of his pask 
sicms, of any under-hand practices. Whatever 
he does, will be done in 'the face of day, and of 
Che two nations. And I can but add, that it will 
be the widi of every counsellor around him.i.*i«x:. 
ceptbg perhaps one-— that he should behave in x 
this matter with mildness and generosity, as wdl 
as justice.^ 

^^ Ah ! Cjnevecoeur,^ said Louis, taking his 
hand as if affibt^ by some painful recollectioBi, 
^* how happy is the. Prince who has counsellors 
near him, who can guard him against the effects 
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oChiSownai^rypMflions! Their names mil be 
read in golden letters, when the history of his 
x^i^ is peiwed;— Noble Creyepoeur, had it.been 
my lot to have such as thou art about my person !^ 

<^ It had in that case been your Majesty^^ 
9tudy tp have got fid of them as fast as you could>^ 
said Le Glorieux. 

'' Ahai Sir Wisdom^ art thou there?'' said 
Louis, turning round, and instantly changing the 
pathetic tone m which be had addressed Crefe^ 
co^ur, and adopting with facility one which had 
a turp of gaiety in it— »'< Hast iftou followed us 
hither?'' 

<< Ay, ar," answered Le Glorieux, << Wisdom 
must fpllow in motley, where Folly le^ds the wtty 
in purple." 

<< How shall I construe that, Sk Solomon," 
answered Louis— *<^ Wouldst thou change condi-c 
tions With me ?" 

^ Not I, by my halidome," quoth Le Glo^ 
iksux, << if you would give me fifty crowns to 
boot" 

. << Why, wherefore so ?— Methinks I could be 
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weU eoDi^ 0»fltefited, «» |ttiflOM.g^ to \mf^ idite 
fior mj ^^iiig.'' 

<f Ay, e&re»^ n^liiil Le OloriMX ; << but th^ 
qucBtkm is^ iNvli^beir, judging of y6dt Mltjeatyfl 
wH imm lU Itt^iiig lix^;^ ybu bere, I slioUld 
liqi have lettMsft f» be itthamed df having s^ dtdl a 
fool.'* 

<< PeMU, ilrfab,^ bM Ae CtiUHt oJfCteVMeur ; 
^ yout umgueinifi^ Uk> itet'^ 
- << I^t it tnke itd ebat^y'^ said tii<s Hii^; <^< I 
know 0I fid tttteh Mt svthiUcl ^ tmli^y, as the 
filUki «]f tKoiM^ who i^uld know.beti^.-^Hdife, 
my sagacious friend, take this purse of gbfd, ittd 
ygUk it (h6 wMoBj Hev^i^ ti» bi& so gf^l k fool 
a»t» d^ni you(i6lf i^kor ibw 6^f peopltd. Pii* 
thee, do ihe so much favour, as to inqiiif^ Hft^ 
% as&bidger, MaMim Chitodtt}, ^nd s^d him 
Utter to mo ^eMlt^> 

<' I will, without fiul, my Liege,^ iMs'^^f^ th^ 
jesbl-; <<alldl WQtw«ttiihisafliiaUii:f^i{Jan 
Dbpf letlmrX f<^ pUtmofihersi, as weU as tMi, 
know where the best wine is sold.^ 

^* Let me fiky but ite^ entrance fijfr tbl^karn^ 
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od penoii thdoilgh y<mr guahl% Sagnorde Cre* 
Y^ooeury^ Mid Loiiii. 

<< For bis entranee, oBquestiDOBhlj,^ mnswered 
thtCouat ; *> but it gcieres me to add, that my in- 
fiUfuctiDBS do fiot authorise me to permit aiiy one 
td quit youdr MajeBty'B apartmottB. — I wish y<mr 
Majesty a good night^^ he mibjoined^ ^^ and will 
presently make aueh arvai^eiDeiits in die oatet^ 
haUy as may put the gentkiikeii who are to i^iibit 
it^ more at their caie.^ 

*< Give yourself aqtff6ubkfor them, Sir Count/* 
replied the King, *^ they are men atx»i8t6med to 
M9t hardshipa at defianctt ; aftd tc^ speak ti-uth, 
exo^tiog that. I widi to see jGakotti,.! wduid 
defike as little further ooikMnaQiQation fiom with^^ 
out this j^ght as may be ooDaMeat with yMr in- 
struclienB.''. 

<* These ate to kaxre youl^ Majesty^'' replMI 
Cifil^iBccstar, <* undisputed pdso capia n <rf ytwir owtt 
apa^tmeiktl Saab are my masle^^ Dsidri^w^ 

^ Your maAer^ Co«fnt CieymaMry'^ HMwem^ 
Lottisty ^* whom. I may i^ term, milieu IsrSfflgh^ 
gntioiksmasler.«^My dommi6»9,'^ hc^add^, << &to 
soiiiewhftt sbrunk in compass, now that they have 
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dwindled to an old hall and a bed-chamber ; but 
they are still wide enough for all the subjects 
which I can at present boast of«^ 

The Count of Crevecoeur took his leave ; and 
shortly after, they could hear the noise of the 
sentinels moving to their postSi acccHnpanied with 
the. word of command from the officers, and the 
hasty tvead.of the guards who were relieved. At 
length, all became still, and the only sound which 
filled the air, was the sluggbh murmur of the id- 
irer Somme, as it glided, deep and muddy, under 
the walls of the castle* 

^' Qo into the hall, my mates,^ said Louis to 
his train ; ** but do not lie down to sleep. Hold 
yourselves in readiness, for there is still something 
to be done to-night, and that of moment.^ 

Oliver and Tristan retired to the hall accord- 
ingly, in which Le Balafr^ and the Provost'Mar- 
9hal'*s two officers had remained, when the others 
entered the bed-chamber. They found that those 
iriithout had thrownfaggots enough upon the fire, 
to serve the purpose of light and heat at the same 
time, and wrapping thanselves in thdbr doaks, had 
siit down on the floor, in postures which variously 
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eixpressed the discomposure and dejection of thdr 
minds. Oliver and Tristan saw nothing better 
to be done, than to follow their example ; and, 
never very good friends in the days of their court- 
prosperity, they were both equally reluctant to 
repoee confidence in each other upon this strange 
ajid sudden reverse of fortune. So that the whole 
party sat in silent dejection. 

Meanwhile, their master underwent, in the re-, 
tirement of his secret chamber, agonies which 
might have atoned for some of those which had 
been imposed by his command. He paced the 
toom with short and unequal steps, often stood 
still and clasped his himds together, and gave 
loose, in short, to agitation, which in public he 
had found himself able to suppress so successfully. 
At length, pausing and wringing his hands, he 
planted himself opposite to the wicket-door, which 
had been pointed out by old Momay as leading 
to the scene of the murder of one of his prede-> 
cessors, and gradually gave voice to his feelings 
in a broken soliloquy. 

" Charles the Simple — Charles the Simple ? — 

what will posterity call the Eleventh Louis, whose 
U 
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blood will irnHxiMy man rdSmh the ataini of 
thitie t Louis the Fool^Louiir the Bi^velietu*. 
£out8 the Inflttuated^^^are All tenos too slight tor 
Btflrk the extremity of toy idioeyl TotVttktheee 
hot^hcd(kd Liegepjs, (o whom relirilion is aa na.' 
tural as their food, would remain quieli^o dtet^ 
diat' the Wild Beaat of Ardeniieft w^uld tot ^ 
moment be interrupted in lus career offeree lui4 
bloofLthir$ty brutality— to suppose that I could 
use reason aqd arguments to any good {^urposd 
with Charles of Burgundy, until I had tried the 
force of such exhortetions with success upon a 
wild buU^^Fopl, and double ideot that I was! 
But the Tillain Martins shall not es^pe-^He has 
been at the bottom of this«^heand the ^e priest, 
the detestable Balue. If I ^ver get but of this 
danger, I win tear fromliis head tte CardiaalV 
oap, though I pull the scalp along with it. But 
the other triutor is in my handsp^I am yet King 
enough-i^ave yet an empire roomy enough««-for 
the punishment of the quack-salving, word-mon- 
gering, star-gazing, lie-coining impostor, who has 
at once miade a prisoner and a dilpe of me !— The 
conjunction of the conatel]ations-»-iNay, the con* 
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junction-M**H« musl talk nonsenie whidi would 
scarce gull a thrice-sodden sheepVhead, and I 
must be idiot «iough"to think I understDOd him ! 
But we will see peeamtly what the oonjunction 
fanth veall J boded. Bat first let me io mj devo* 



AbovQ the little doHr, in niemopjr perhaps of 
-the deed which had been done widiin, was a 
rade nic^e, eontwiii^ a erudfix cut in stone. 
Upon this emblem the S3ng fixed his eyes, as if 
about to kneel, bi|t stopped short, ais if he applied 
to the bkssed image the prindples 6f worldly 
poiiey, and deemed it rash to apimach its pre- 
aeoca without having seouiad the pHvate inter- 
oission of some supposed favourite. He there- 
lore tnined from the cruiafix as unworthy to look 
«poQ it, and selecting from the images with which, 
•as often mentioned, his hat was completely gar- 
mshed, a representation of the Ludy of Clery, 
knelt down before it, and made the foUdWiag^ex- 
traordinary prayer; in whidi, it is to be obsen- 
ved^ the grossness of his superstition induced him, 
in some d^ree, to consider the Virgin of Clery 
US a different person from the Madonna of Em- 
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iHTun, a favourite idol, to whom he often paid his 

▼OW8. 

<< Sweet Lady of Clerj,^ he exclmmed, clasp 
ing his hands and beating his breast while he 
spoke— ^^ blessed Mother of Mercy ! thou who art 
omnipotent with Omnipotence, have compassion 
with me a sinner ! It is tnie, that I have some- 
thing neglected thee for thy blessed sister of Em- 
brun ; but I am a King— *my power is great, my 
wealth boundless ; and,wereitothenrise,Iwould 
double the gabeUe on my subjects, rather than 
not pay my debts to you both. Undo these iron 
doors— fill up these tremendous moat&— lead me,- 
as a mother leads a child, out of thb present and 
preadng danger 1 If I have given thy aster the 
Command of iny guards^ thou shalt have the broad 
and rich province of Champaigne ; and its vine- 
yards shall pour their abundance into thy con* 
vent. I had promised the province to my brothier 
Charles; but he, thou knowest, is dead— -potscm- 
ed by that wicked Abb6 of Angely, whom, if I 
live, I will punish !-— I promised this once before^ 
but this time I wilt keep my word.— If I had any 
knowledgeof the crime, believe, dearest patroness, 
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U WM because I knew no belUor mcdiod cvf quiet< 
ii^dMdiaBoitfoiiteofinjrldu^doiii. 0,doMli«Gk^ 
bn that old debt to my account to-day ; bui be» aa 
tliou baiit ever beei^ kiad^ benignaBl;, and easy 
tobeentreatiBdl Swi9fteftI«ady»work wkb thy 
«tttldi» thttt he will pardoa all past flui% and one 
im^M Uitfe deed which I lax^ do thia nights 
my, it IS 09 ^9 deareet tadjci Ckrj^^no sin, 
but an aet of jualii^ psivatdiy adnumateied ; for 
the viliwi is the greateat impcetar that ever pour* 
fd fldsdiQodiaix>aFziiiee*ti ear, and leans besides 
to the fii&y heresy of the Gneeks. He is not 
worth thy protection ; feaye hhn to my care ; and 
hold it as good aerviee, aa the man is a aeeconoaB^ 
ear and wiaard, that ia not worth thy thought 
and oare«*^ dqg» the extini^an of whose life 
ouf^t to be of as little oonaeqnaice in thine eyee, 
as the treading out n qoark that duops from a 
lamp or springs from a fire. Think not of tlus 
little matter, gentlest, kindest Lady, but only 
think how thou canst best aid me in my ttoiibles! 
and I here bind my royal signet to thy elBgy, 
in token that I will keep word concerning the 
eoonty of Champagne, and that thb will be the 

VOL. HI. t 
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kat time I will trouble thee in affairs of bkxx], 
knowisg tbon art so kind, so gentle, and so toi- 
der-hearted.^ 

After tbis extraordinary contract with the ob- 
ject of his adoration, Louis redted, apparently 
with deep devotion, the seven penitendal psalms 
in Latin, and several aves, and prayers especially 
belonging to the service of the Virgin. He then 
arose, satisfied that he had secured the interces- 
sion of the Saint to whom he had prayed, the 
rather, as he craftily reflected, that most of the 
sins for which he had requested her mediation on 
former occasions had been of a different charac- 
ter, and that, therefore, the Lady of Clery was 
less likely to consider him as a hardened and 
habitual shedder of blood, than the other saints 
whom he had more frequently made confidents 
of his crimes in that respect* 



* While I perused the corresponding passages in the old ma- 
nuioipt dmrnide, I could not hdp feeling astonished that an 
intellect such as that of Louis XI..certainly was^ could so delude 
itself hy a sort of superstition, of which one would think the 
stHpidest savages incapable ; but the terms of the King's prayer, 
on a sunilar occasion, as preserved by Brantome, are of » tenor 
fully as extraordinary. 
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When be had thus cleared his conscience, or 
rather wfaite4 it over like a sepulchre,] the King 
thrust his head out at the door of the hall, and 
summoned Le Balafr6 into his apartment. ** My 
good > soldier,^ he said, ^' thou hast served me 
long, and hast had little promotion. We are here 
in: a case where I may ^ther live or die ; but I 
would not willingly die an ungrateful man, or 
leave, so. far as the saints may place it in my 
power, either a friend or enemy unreoompenced. 
Now, I have a friend to be rewarded— that is 
thyself*— an enemy to be punished according to 
his deserts, and that is the base, treacherous vil- 
lain, Martius Galeotti, who, by his ^impostures 
and specious falsehoods, has trained me hither 
into the power of my mortal enemy, with as firm 
« purpose of my destruction, as ever butcher 
had of slaying the beast which he drove to the 
shamUes.'*' 

" I will challenge him on that quarrel,^ said 
Le Balafrg. " I doubt not but the Duke of Bur- 
gundy is so much a friend to men of the sword, 
that he will allow us a fair field within some rea- 
sonable space; and if your Majesty liye so long, 
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tmd enjiigF aomudi frafidom^ |rou tbatt fadboM me 
^ liatdf ui jeuriagbt, md take wfmqptr avm* 
gfltnpe oD <ki» philopopbei! m your hosBt Mnld 
4Mre.^ 

^^ I eoMiiMaA jiiour br^imy and ycHir dcvo^ 
k^ my aervice,'' md Iha Smg. ^^ But tii».tioa. 
fbttou^ vSlaio tf a^stewt rowMMft nrwii^ andHirauld 
iiot.iRUliDg]y 1^ ikj Ufa» my farava saldier*^ 

^< J iv«re m l^mv^ 8aUk»r5 If it fdeaae yaiu^ 
jeatyrfiaid Bala&4 ^' if I davad not iaca^ halter 
man than )mn A fixe tl^itig it ^eidd befor me^ 
^ho can Q^h^ i»e«d n«r wote» tq ba aftaid of a 
ftt birdaw* who bas^ done link ^m^ bia lifa r 
, ^<. Nav^tbfjb^" fwM tb^ Kbi^ << M ia wt; aur 
fd^aa^E^ ^ ta jmi t}|^ in vaatim, Balafjr4^ TUa 
tifat9?oaR^^s bitbp» a^IPll^>9adby Qur oo^maodi. 
<Wii Wfyu^ bav^ thaaa »9 pop!^ ^ ^bpu «a»iit i|nd 
4»9f:aaioQ, dase up witb bi9^< fui4 suu^ bun Madw 
the fifth rib — ^Doest thou understand m^ P^ 

« Truly I do^^ a^aw^ad U ialafr^; ^* but, if 
i| filease ypur MaJ^ty, t^aif i^ a mat^ $^^f 
m^t «f v^pg apqrsa ot praaticg. I ^otAi i¥it hill 

9iiitj (u: daSap«:e jpaen, pir «|ifb bkcu"" 
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^ -Why Kure, tiian ixmt kiot fMCend to t^%dt»^ 
nm tt heutt^"^ laid the IDasg^ << tfami who httK 
beeti filmt in stonn and n^, mai iMtt Mgefv fli 
men tell me^ on the pleasures and ad^iuMi^M 
whieh ar6 gtunedonsacli dooftsiiMMi by the xocrgh 
h«ttn and the Uoody faftod i^ 

«< My lord;' answered Le fiakfihe, f' I hue 
neither feared nor spared your enemies, sWOfd in 

haiid^ And an Mlauliisa dsspemte nNitte4 ^n- 
do* risin wfaidi -nisaji Bum's bbad so^ tbat^ hf 
ShintAninw^ it itiU not setik £>r an iMKir or 
twd^^A^-'^vitieh I call a MxMceam fiir {jiundifftiigf 
after » stonA. And €tod piily uspoor soddiarA, 
wl»>«i»fit«t.dBhreli mad with ikriigar^and dM» 
mhdd^r ttfiib TkMry. I hav«heardof «^ls|pDA 
oonri«dng mtiisfy of «AaU^ and ^nalhsbki it 
would take them all tdr^iray and uHirosdtt fbi^^tiM 
l«st oif 'die lArOQPf y «ad fbr tU who iNUtf |Auttttt ftnd 
oofrfeti)b«ff4»irtSAndb]tRid^word^ Bm^Hiat 
your Mq9^ purpose ia out of my tsdOTBd 4ill 
pMotitti^diDugb I ^nH nefUcAeay tilMt k Juuiliastt 
wid« iaaa^ Ai for die itstetdflgiflr^ if bt tesii 
trtttor, tet iitoi eVn dis ii tttilor\( dsadiM^i mH 
midm meddk^mr dodffi^widt it. YDurlfajmy 
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has your Provost, and two of his Marabal's-Dien 
without^ who are more fit for dealing with him 
than a Scottish gentleman of my family and stand- 
ing in the service.^ 

^< You say well,^ said the King ; *' but, at leasts 
it belongs to thy duty to prevent interruption, 
and to guard the execution of my most just sen- 
tence.^ 

*^ I will do so against all P^ronne,^ said Le 
Balafr6« ^' Your Majestyneed not doubt my feal- 
ty in that which I can reconcile to my conscience, 
which', for mine own convenience and the service 
of your royal Majesty, I can vouch to be a pretty 
large one— 4it least, I know I have done some 
deeds for your Majesty, which I would rather 
have eaten a handful of my own dagger than I 
would have done for any else.^ 
' " Let that rest,^ said the King; << and hear 
you— when Galeotti is admitted, and the door 
abut on him, do you stand to your weapon, and 
guard the entrimce on the inade of the apartment. 
Let no one intrude— that is all I require of you. 
Gro hence, and sent the Provost^Marsluilito me.^ 
^ Balafr6 left'the apartment acoDrdidgly^ and in 
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a minute afterwards Tri&tan TH^nute entered 
from the hali* 

<( Welcome, gos^p,^ said the King ; '^ what 
thinkest thou of our rituation ?^ 

^* As of men sentenced to death,^ ssdd the Pro- 
vost-Marshal, ^^ unless there come a reprieve 
from the Duke.^ 

** Reprieved or not, he that decoyed us into 
this snare shall go our fourier to the next world, 
to take up lodgings for us,^ said the King, with 
a grisly and ferocious smile. ^^ Tristan, thou hast 
done many an act of brave j ustice^ni^— I should 
have saidjimus coronai opus—'thon must stand 
by me to the end.^^ 

" I will, my liege," said Tristan; " I am but 
a plain fellow, but I am grateful I will do my 
duty within these waUs, or ^sewhere^ and while 
I live, your Majesty^s breath shall pour as poten« 
Ual a note of oond^nnation, and your sentence 
be as literally executed, as when you sat on your 
own throne. They may deal with me the. next 
hour for it if they will — I care not."* 

** It is even what I expected of thee, my loving 
gossip," said Louis ; << but hast thou good ( 
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will doubtless be clamorous for aii. Th^ 8tx)l 
itill do ifdUght but keCip tte dMr $ ft&d wefl that 
he can be brought to thftiby im^4ilA htmcfot* 
jhg. Thett OliTi^t iii gMd fdt fiotbitig b^t lying, 
fl&tt^tig, atid tfuggeiltiilg dAtagerolt^ omltisdd t 
and, Venire Saint^dieu ! I think is itioi^ Ilk^ (Mid 
day to d^Sfttve th^ bidtar hittitelf, th»h to dUe it to 
atAoth^r. Hat'e you tti6b, thittk you, ixAmtiMi 
to make sAatp and sure vtatk V* 

<^ I htive Ttois^Eschelies and F^tit-Andcg #ah 
mtj"^ Odd b«^<^ m^ti ^ fe^^rt in th^ir ofllee, t^at 
out of tbii^e tfief], th^ #buid hang up ofie ere 
his two companions were aware. And We hat^ 
411 r^sblted td liTe oi die H^h ybtir If ajesity, 
YmoiAh^ We shall Mte as sboH; br^th td dMUr 
W^i^ ^ gbi)^, as «fv^ ftkl to the lot bf toy of 
oiir patterits.-tSut trhi^t is to b€ our pn^sent i^ub^ 
ject, ati it ]^ase you^ M aj^y P I lote to be stit^ 
of iny tfiim ; fbr« lui youi* il^}esty iit p)ea^ sdine- 
fiftt^ to Mbind me, I have liow and tbetl mis- 
taken the criminal^ and sti'Uftg up Id Mk place ailt 
hbhm !Ml<yat«t, who hud giveti your Majeifty no 

PHeBOe* 
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** Mo8l true)"* k^d ihd other* << Kndw tbeni 
TrisUn, diat the condeaitied peifson in Marttus 
Galeotti«<i*^You starts but it is even jus I say. Tlid 
villain bath trained u& ail hither b^ false and 
treacheroas repreKentations, tbat he ndght put us 
into the hands of the Dttke of Burgundy widiout 
defence."" 

<* But not without tengtonce T smd Tristan { 
<< ttrere it the last Mt of my life, I would sting 
him home lik6 an eitpifing wa^ should I be 
ci'ttshed to pii^^d m the next instant r 

««1 know thy irtmy spirit,*' said the King> 
^ and the pkaiiui*e which, like othei* good men, 
thou doent fidd in the diacharge bf thy duty, i^nee 
Tirtue, Ai th« m;h<6dliiiifti «ay, is it& own reward. 
But away, and prepare the priests, for the vietim 
approaeheSi"" 

•« Would ym havfe k ddA^ in your own pre^ 
sence, my grtt^ious liege P''^ said Tristan. 

Louis d^tned thift o^; but diarged the 
ProTost-Manilild fd havt^ e¥ety thi^g r^eady for 
the piifldtuAl eiMiiSim df his dommandii the mo- 
m«tit th^ Astrofeg^ 1^ hift ftpttrtm^ftt \ «' fbr,"^ 
said th^ King, «* I will see the viltaift onee tnot^,, 

23 
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just to observe how he bears himself towards the 
master whom he has led into the tcnls. I shall 
We to see the sense of approaching death strike 
thencolour from that ruddy cheek, and dim that 
eye which laughed as it Ued.— O, that there wa?e 
but another with him, whose counsels aided his 
prognostications ! But if I survive this^— look to 
your scarlet, my Lord Cardinal ! for Home, shall 
scarce protect you— be it spoken under favour of 
Saint Peter and the blessed Lady o£ Clery, who 
is all over mercy.— Why do you tarry ? Go get 
your grooms ready. I expect the villain instant- 
ly. I pray to Heaven he take not fear and come 
not! — ^that were indeed a baulk.. Begone, Tri^ 
tan— thou wert not wont to be so alow when busi- 
ness was to be done.*** 

^< On the contrary, an it like your Majesty, 
you were ever wont to say that I was too fai^t, and 
mistook your purpose, and did the job on the 
wrong subject. Now, please your Majesty to give 
me a si^, just when you part with Graleotti for 
the night, whether the business goes on or no. I 
have known your Majesty once or twice change 
your mind, and blame me for over-dispatch.^ 
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- << Thou suspicious creature,^ answered King 
Louis, ^< I tell thee I will not change my mind ; 
-^ut^ to silence thy remonstrances, observe, if I 
say to the knave at parting, * There is a heaven 
above us !^ then let the business go on ; but if I 
say, < Go in peace,^ you will understand that my 
imrpose is altered.*" 

** My head is somewhat of the dullest out of my 
own department,^ said Tristan THermite. ^^ Stay, 
let me rehearse — If you bid him depart in peace, 
I am to have him dealt upon ?^ 
. " No, no— idiot, no,'' said the King ; " in that 
case, you let him pass free. But if I say, ^ TTiere 
is a heaven above us ;' up with him a yard or two 
nearer the planets he is so conversant with.'' 
. ^< I wish we may have the means here," said 
the Provost. 

. ^' Then tup with him or domn with him, it 
matters not which," answered the King, grimly 



<< And the body," said the Provost, ^< how shall 
we dispose of it ?". 
- *^ Let me see an. instant," said the King—- ^^ the 

18 
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windblffl of the hidl are too urroir $ but ^bH, pro- 
jectuig orid is wM* eninigb. We W 91 ater iridl 
lliita into the Somme^ and pdt a pdper on bill 
breait^ with the lifcg6nd| '* Let the |u8licd dP the 
King jkss tc^freei' The I>uke*t (officeisai may 
setzd it f(br duti^ if ibey dare.^ 

The Provost-Marshal left' Ibe a|Mrtmeiit ot* 
Lotiisy and Bumtnoiled fan two aaiisUNitfl to cbttn- 
cil iti sta embrastii^ in the gteiat Rdi$ where TroMik 
Esdieiks ttodi a I6i^ again^ the watt to pf« 
them light. They dtscoin'sed in ^bisp^ro^ fitted 
noticed by OUter le Dunj who seemed mnlkdn 
dejeelioD, and Ld Balafr^ ^o wad fait aiieepb 

** CcnnideS)^ tsiM the ProTost 4o has ei^i». 
tione^rs^ ^* perhaps you bare thought that our yo- 
(ttition was oter, or tfaltt^ «t leaat^ we #ec« Inore 
likely to be the subjects of the duty of others^ 
than to have any more to disehsge on %mt oWn 
parts. But tou«Bge> my matesi oiir graoKHM' 
master has reserved for us one noble cast of :6nF. 
office, and it most be gdlanfly M^ottted, is by 
men who would live in history.^ 

<' Ay, t gutflsl fao«r it wiD be)"" s«d Trris- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OHAY* T. VKCBRTAIITTT. 141 

EicheUes ; << oiir pftkvon is lijift the'old Kakara of 
Borne, wbo, wkca tkiagg ci^ie to an extreaiiy, 
OP, as we would say, to the ladd«^ibot with 
them, were wont to select from their own minisi. 
li3isofjiistk» smneexpeneBoad parson, wfaoinight 
i^ttre their sacved peraoiis from the avkwiurd at. 
tempts of a novice or bluadarer in our mysterj. 
It waa a pretty cti3tom for Ethnics; but, as a 
good eating I abould make sarupk at laying 
jhaiada qq the Most Chriatiav Kiag.^ 

^ Nay, but, brother, you are enrer too scropu- 
4oas,'" smd. Petit. Andr6. >^ If he issues word and 
warrant for his own exeoution, I see not how we 
oan in duty dispute it He that dwells at Borne 
must obey the Pope^tha Marshal^Mnen a^ust dp 
their master^) bidding, and he the King's.^ 

'* Hush) you knaves !^ said the Provo8t*Ma«- 
^hal, ^ there is here no purpose concerning the 
.Kiog'^s person, but only that of the Oreek hersdc 
pagan and Mahomedan wixard, Martius Gale- 
ottl'* 

«< Gakotti r answeced PetiUAndr^v *< that 
.copies ijuite saturaL I never knew one of these 
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legerdemain fellows, who pass ib&r life, as' one 
may say, in dancing upon a tight rope,' but what 
they came at length to oaper on the end of <xie— 
tchicJcr 

^' My only concern is,^ said Trois-Eschelles; 
looking upwards, ^' that the poor creature nmst 
die without confesaon.^^ 

" Tush I tush V* said the Provost-Marshal, in 
reply, <^ he is a rank heretic and necromancer— 
a whole college qf priests could not absolve him 
from the doom he has deserved. Besides, if he 
hath a fancy that way, thou hast a gift, Trms- 
Eschelles, to serve him for ghostly father thyself. 
But, what is more material, I fear you must use 
your poniards, my mates ; for you have not here 
the fitting conveniences for the exercise of your 
profession."^ 

" Now, our Lady of the Isle of Paris forbid,'* 
said Trois-Eschelles, <^ that the King's command 
should find me destitute of my tools ! I ahrays 
wear around my body Saint Francis's cord, dou- 
bled four times, with a handsome loop at the f ur- 
ther end of it ; for I am of the company of Saint 
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Francis, and may wear his cowl when I am if» 
eariremis — ^I thank God and the good fathers of 
Saumur.'' 

** And for me,*' said Petit- Andrfe, " I havealways 
in my budget a handy block and sheaf, or a pul- 
ley, as they call it, with a strong screw for secu- 
ring it where I list, in case we should travel where 
trees are scarce or high branched from the ground. 
I have found it a great convenience.^ 

" That will suit us well,^ said the Provost- 
Marshal ; " you have but to screw your pulley 
into yonder beam above the door, and pass the 
rope over it. I will keep the fellow in some con- 
versation near the spot until you adjust the noose 
under his chin, and then^— 

" And then we run up the rope,'' said Petit- 
Andr6, " and, tchicTcy our Astrologer is so far in 
heaven, that he hath not a foot on earth..^ 

" But these gentlemen,'' said Trois-Eschelles, 
looking towards the chimney, ^'do not these help, 
and so take a handsell of our vocation 7^ 

" Hem ! no,** answered the Provost ; " the 
barber only contrives mischief, which he leaves 
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lli« door wbmi th« d«9d i$ n^^doiiig, whith k^ h$Ab 
not spirit or quickness suflScient to partake in moire 
nativdyr^rery on? to bis tr^d^.** 

Witb i»fiaitQ dftxtariity> and «Y^n n «ort of de- 
light wbieb sweetened ihe e«i{n of tbf ir own pre- 
isaijou^ situatioDt the wor Aj exctcution^K of the 
FroToet^ft mexidates adupted their sopeaod piiUey 
for putting in foree the aeiMiepee vhicb had been 
jnttered agionst Galeotti by the captive Mcinardi— 
$i^em\Dg to rej(»Ge thaiL thai; last aetion. was to be 
ooe $Q conwsteot with ihmt past ]ifi^ Tristan 
rHerwite sat eyriog their pn^oee^ga with a 
fpe<ie(9 pf 9aMs&ietion^ wbtte Q)iT^ paid oo at- 
tention to them whatever) and iLudovic Leily, 
if, awiiked by the bustlf^ h^ looked upoa fbem at 
gll, considered tbaii¥a# ei^pf^Klin 9Mitter»e»tiie- 
ly unconnected with hisi Qwn duty, ^nd for wbidi 
b^ waa 9ot to bf ri^ard^d $^ respon»bk in one 
way or other, 
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CHAPTER VI. 

EECRIMINATION, 

Thy time is not yet out^the devil thou servest 
Has not as yet deserted tbee— he aids 
The friends who drudge for him, as the blind man 
Was aided by the guide, who lent his shoulder 
0*er rough and smooth, until he reached the brink 
Of the fell predpice-rthen hurPd him downward. 

Old Play, 

When obeying the command, or rather the re- 
quest of Louis, — ^for he was in circumstances in 
which, though a monarch, he could only request 
Le Glorieux to go in search of Martius Galeotti,. 
—the jester had no trouble in executing his com- 
mission, betaking himself at once to the best ta- 
vern in Peronne, of which he himself was rather 
more than an occasional frequenter, being a great 
admirer of that species of liquor which reduced 
all other men^s brains to a level with his own. 

VOL. III. K 
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. He found, or rather observed, the Astrologer 
in the comer of the public drinking-room— a 
Stove, as it is called in German and Flemish-— 
sitting in close colloquy with a female in a singu- 
lar, and something like a Moorish or Asiatic garb, 
who, as Le Glorieux approached Martius, rose 
as in the act to depart. 

** These,"' said the stranger, " are news upon 
which you may with absolute cortainty rely ;*" and 
with that disappeared among the crowd of guests 
who sat grouped at different tables in the apart- 
ment. 

** Cousin Philosopher,^ said the jester, pre- 
senting himself, *^ Heaven no sooner relieves one 
sentinel than it sends another to supply the place. 
One fool being gcme, here I come another, to guide 
you to the i^Nirtments of Louis of France."^ 

<< And art thou the messenger ?^ said Martius, 
gazing on him with prompt apprehension, and 
discovering at once the jester's quality, though 
lees intimated, as we have before noticed, than 
Was usual, by his external appearance. 

^* Ay, sir, and like your learning,'' answered 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAP. Vt. BECAIMINATION. 147 

I^ Glorieux ; *^ when Powor tends Folly to in-^ 
treat the approach of Wisdom, 'tis a sure sign 
what foot the patient halts upon.^ 

*^ How if I refuse to come, when summoned at 
so late an hour by such a messenger F^ sud Ga^* 
ieotti. 

^^ In that case, we will consult your ease, and 
carry you,"* said Le Glorieux. << Here are half 
a socnre of stout Burgundian yeomen at the door, 
with whom He of CreYeooeur has fumsshed me 
to that effect. For know, that my friend Charles 
of Burgundy and I have not taken away out 
kinsman Louis's crown, which be was ass enough 
to put into our power, but have only filed and dipt 
it a little; and, though reduced to the siie of a 
spangle, it is still pure gold. In plwi terms, he 
is still paramount over his owa people, yourself 
included, and Most Cluistian King of the old di<« 
ning hall in the Castle of Feronne, to which you, 
as. hb liege subject, are presently obliged to re» 
pair.'' 

<< I attend you, sir," said Martins Galeotti, 
and accompanied Le Glorieux aconrdingly — 
seeing, perhaps, that no evasion was possible* 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



148 CHAP. VI. UECRIMINATION. 

" Ay, sir,'' said the Fool, as they went towards 
the Castle, ^^ you do well ; for we treat our kins- 
man as men use an old famished lion in his cage, 
and thrust him now and then a calf, to mumble 
with his old jaws." 

*^ Do you mean," said Martins, ^< that the 
King intends me bodily injury ?" 

" Nay, that you can guess better than I," said 
the jester ; ^^ for, though the night be cloudy, 
I warrant you can see the stars through the mist. 
I know nothing of the matter, not I-*-only my 
mother always told me to go warily near an old 
riat in a trap, for he was never so much disposed 
to bite." 

The Astrologer asked no more questions, and 
Le Glorieux, according to the custom of those 
of his class, continued to run on in a wild and dis- 
ordered strain of sarcasm and folly mingled to- 
gether, until he delivered the philosopher to the 
guard at the castle-gate of Feronne ; where he 
was passed firom warder to warder, and at length 
admitted within Herbert's Tower. 

The hints of the jester had not been lost on 
Martius Galeotti, and he saw something which 
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seemed to confirm them in the look and manner 
of Tristan, whose mode of addressing him, as he 
marshalled him to the King^s bed-chamber, was 
lowering, sullen, and ominous. A close observer 
of what passed on earth, as well as among the 
heavenly bodies, the pulley and the rope also 
caught the Astrologer's eye ; and as the latter was 
in a state of vibration, be concluded that some one 
who had been busy adjusting it had been inter- 
rupted in the work by his sudden arrival. All 
this he saw, and summoned together his subtlety 
to evade the impending danger, resolved, should 
he find that impossible, to defend himself to the 
last against whomsoever should assail him. 

Thus resolved, and with a step and look cor- 
responding to the determination he had taken, 
Martins presented himself before Louis, alike un- 
abashed at the miscarriage of his predictions, and 
undismayed at the Monarches anger, and its pro- 
bable consequences. 

" Every good planet be gracious to your Ma- 
jesty !^ said Galeotti, with an inclination almost 
oriental in manner-—^' Every evil constellation 
withhold their influences from my royal master !^ 
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«< Metbinks,'* replied the King, << that when 
you look aroiind tbis apartment, wben you think 
where it is ntuated, and how guarded, your wis* 
dom might conttder that my propatious stars had 
proved faithless, and that each evU oonjufiction 
had already done its worst Art thou not aaha»» 
med, Martins, to see me here, and a prisoner^ 
when you recollect by what assurances I was 
hired hither?'' 

*< And art thou not ashamed, my royal Sire ?^ 
leplied the jAdlosapber; ^* thou, whoae step in 
science was so fixrward, thy i^rifebennon so quick, 
thy perseverance so unoeasing-^art Aou nol 
ashamed to turn from the iBrstftown of fortune^ 
like a craven firom the first dash of arms? Didst 
thou propose to become participant of those mya* 
leries which raise men abotr$ the pasaicms, the 
mischances, the pains, the sorrows of lif e, a atata 
only to be attained by livalling the firmness al 
the ancient Stoic, and dost thou shrink from the 
first pressure of adversity, md forfeit the glorious 
priae for which thou didst start as a competitor^ 
frightened out of the course, like a soared raoer, 
by shadowy and unreal evils ?^ 
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*^ Shadowy and unreal I fix>ntle8B as thou art T 
exdaimed the King, *^ is this dungeon unreal ?— 
the weapons of the guards of my detested enemy 
Burgundy, which you may hear clash at the gate^* 
are those shadows ?— What, traitor, are real evils, 
iS imprisonment, dethronement, and danger of 
life, are not so T" 

'* Ignorance-— igncMrance, my brother, and pre- 
judice,^ answered the sage, with great firmness, 
^ are the only real evils. Believe me, that Kings 
in the plenitude of power, if immersed in igno- 
rance and prejudice, are less free than sages in 
a dungeon, and loaded with material chains. To- 
wards this true happiness it is mine to guide you 
•—be it yours to attend to my instructions.^ 

*< And it is to such philosophical freedom that 
yo\)r lessons would have guided me?^ said the 
King very bitterly. ** I would you had told me 
at Flestts, that the dominion promised me so libe- 
rally was an empire over my own passions ; that 
the success of which I was assured, related to 
my progress in philosophy ; and that I might 
become as wise and as learned as a strolling 
mountebank of Italy, at the pitiful price of for- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



152 CHAP. VI. RECKIMINATION. 

feitii^ the fiurest crown in Cbristendomi and be- 
coming tenant of a dungeon in Feronne f Go^ sir, 
and think not to escape condign punishment— 
There is a Heaven above tbs H 

" I leave you not to your fate,'' replied Mar- 
tius, " until I have vindicated, even in your eyes, 
darkened as they are, that reputation, a brighter 
gem than the brightest in thy crown, and at which 
the world shall wonder, ages after all tbe race of 
Capet are mouldered into oblivion in the char- 
nels of Saint Denis." 

*^ Speak on," said the King ; ^^ thine impu- 
dence cannot make me change my purposes or my 
opinion — Yet as I may never again pass judg- 
ment as a King, I will not censure thee unheard*. 
Speak, thep — ^though tbe best thou canst say will 
be to speak the truth* Confess that I am a dupe, 
thou an impostor, thy pretended science a dream, 
and the planets which shine above us as little in- 
fluential of our destiny, as their sbadowjs, when 
reflected in the river, are capable of altering its 
course." 

" And how know'st thou," answered the As- 
trojpger boldly, " the secret influence of yonder 
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blessed lights? Speak^st thou of their inability to 
influence waters, when yet thou know^stnot that 
even the weakest, the moon herself^-^weakest be- 
cause nearest to this wretched earth of ours—holds 
yet under her domination, not such poor streams 
as the Somme, but the tides of the mighty ocean 
itself, which ebb and increase as her disk waxes 
and wanes, and watch her influence as a slave 
waits the nod of a Sultana ? And now, Louis of 
Yalois, answer my parable in turn — Confess, art 
thou not like the foolish passenger, who becomes 
wroth with his pilot because he cannot bring the 
vessel into harbour, without experiencing occa- 
sionally the adverse force of winds and currents ? 
I could indeed point to thee the probable issue of 
thine enterprize as prosperous, but it was in the 
power of Heaven alone to conduct thee thither ; 
and if the path be rough and dangerous, was it in 
my powerto smooth or render itmoresafe? Where 
is thy wisdom of yesterday, which taught thee so 
truly to discern that the ways of destiny are often 
ruled to our advantage, though in opposition to 
our wishes ?'*^ 

" You remind me— you remind me," said the 
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Eingy hastilj, *' of one specific falsehood. You 
feietold, yonder Soot should accomplish hb en- 
terpriie fortunately for my interest and honour ; 
and thou knowest it has so terminated^ that no 
more mortal injury could I have received, than, 
from the iippressian which the issue of that alhir 
is like to make <m the excited brain of the Mad 
Bull of Burgundy. This is a direct falsehood-** 
Thou can3t plead no evasion here-ri-Canst refer 
to no remote favourable turn of the tide, f<»' which, 
like an idiot sitting on the bank until the river 
diall pass away, thou wouldst have me wait con- 
tentedly.^-rHere thy craft deceived theerr^-Thou 
Wert weak $»ougb to make a specific preduttion, 
which has proved directly false.^ 

*' Which will prove most firm and true,'' an- 
9wei*ed the Astrologer, boldly* ^^ I would desire 
no gi^at^r triumph af art over ignorance, than 
that prediction and its ficcqmpUshmeiit will afford . 
I told th^ he would be faithful in any honour-t 
ftb]^ cpmmie(^jD^T-Hath he not been so P-*^I told 
tbe^ be woi^ld b? scrupulous in oid^ng any eyil 
enterprize— 'Hath he not proved so ? If you do^bt 
it) go ask th^Bohemian, Hayrad^n Mangtabin.'' 
11 
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The King here cdbured deeply with shame 
and anger. 

<< I told tbee»^ continued the Astrologer, '^that 
the conjunction of planets under which he set 
forth, augured danger to the per8on«-<and h^th 
iM his path been beset by danger ?^-**I told thee, 
thit it augured an adyantage to the flender,*-and 
of that thou wilt soon have the benefit'^ 

<< Soon have the benefit T exclaimed the King, 
<< fibve I not the result already, in disg;race and 
imprisonment?^ 

*< No,'' answered the Astrologer, *< the End is 
not as yet — ^tbine own tongue shall ere long con; 
fess the benefit which thou hast received, from the 
mann^ in which the messenger b(Hre himself iq 
discharging thy icommission." 
. ^ This 16 too^too insolent,^ said tl^ King, ^^ at 
once to deceive and to insultr*-But hence I-^-wthink 
not my wrongs shall be unavenged.^ T%^^ is a 
Heaven ab&oe us r 

Craleotti turned to depart. ^ Yet stop— *thou 
bearcat thine imposture bravely out. — ^Let mehear 
your answer to one question, and think ere ycu 
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speak.-^aD thy pretended skill ascertaiii the 
hour of thine own death ?^' 

** Only by referring to the fate of another,"* 
said Galeotti. 
' ^^ I understand not thine answer," said Louis. 

"Knowthen,0 King,** saidMartius, " thatthis 
only I can tell with certainty concerning mine 
own death, that it shall take place exactly twenty- 
four hours before that of your Majesty.^ 

^^ Ha ! sayest thou P^ said Louis, his counte- 
nance again altering. — ** Hold — ^hold — go not— 
wait one moment — ^Saidst thou, my death should 
follow thme so closely ?** 

" Within the space of twenty-four hours,'' re- 
peated Galeotti, firmly, ^* if there be one sparkle 
of true divination in those bright and mysterious 
intelligences, which speak, though without a 
tongue.-— I wish your Majesty good resf 

** Hold — ^hold — ^go not,'' said the King, taking 
him by the arm, and leading him from the door. 
<* Martins Galeotti, I have been a kind master to 
thee— enriched thee—made thee my friend— my 
companion— -the instructor of my studies.— Be 
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open with me, I entreat you.— Is there aught in 
this art of yours in very deed ? — ^Shall this Scot's 
missicHi be, in fact, propitious to me? — ^And is the 
measure of our lives so very— wt^ nearly match- 
ed ? Confess, my good Martius, you speak after 
the trick of your trade^Confess, I pray you, 
and you shall have no displeasure at my hand. 
I am in years — a prisoner— likely to be deprived 
of a kingdom<— to one in my condition, truth is 
worth kingdoms, and it is from thee, dearest Mar- 
tius, that I must look for this inestimable jewel.'' 

" And I have laid it before your Majesty," 
said Galeotti, << at the risk that, in brutal passion, 
you might turn upon me and rend me." 

« Who, I, Galeotti ?" replied Louis mildly ; 
'^ Alas ! thou mistakest me J — Am I not captive,-^ 
and should not I be patient, especially since my 
anger can only shew my impotence.' — ^Tell me 
then in sincerity — Have you fooled me ?— Or is 
your science true, and do you truly report it ?'' 

" Your Majesty will forgive me if I reply to 
you,'' said Martius Galeotti, " that time only- 
time and the event, will convince incredulity. It 
suits ill the place of confidence which I have held 
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ttt the ooimeil-table of the renowned oonqueroTi 
Matthias Conrinus of Hungary-^nay^ in the ca^ 
binet of the Emperor himself-^to reiterate aasis- 
rancea of that which I hare adranced as true. If 
you will not belieye me, I can but refet to the 
eourse of events* A day« or two days^ patience 
will prove or disprove what I have avened coo- 
ceming the young Soot; and I will be contented 
to die on the wheel, and have my limbs brokeai 
jdnt by joint, if your Majesty have not advan** 
tage, and that in a most important degree, from 
the dauntless conduct of that Quentin Durward. 
But if I were to die under such tortures, it w6uld 
be well your Majesty dbould>sedL a ghostly father ; 
for, from the moment my last groan is drawn, 
odly twenty.four hotun will remain to you for 
confession and penitence.^ 

Louis continued to keep hold of Galeotti'^s robe 
as he led him towards the door, and pronounced 
kA he opened it, in a loud voice, <* To-morrow 
we^ll talk more of this. Go in peace, my loomed 
father-^b in peac&'^Go in peace r 

He repeated these words three times; and* 
still afraid that the Provost Marshal might mis» 
take his purpose, he led the Astrologer into the 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



CHAP. VI. &ECR1MINATI0M. 150 

hall, holding fast his robe, as if afraid that he 
should be torn from bino., and put to death before 
bis eyes. He did not unloose his grasp until he 
had not only repeated again and again the gra^- 
cious phrase, ^^ Oo in peace,^ but even made a 
private signal to the Provost-Marshal, to enjoin a 
sus|)ensioti of all proceedings against the person 
of the jAjstrologer." 

Thus did the possession of some secret infor- 
mation, joined to audacious courage and readi- 
ness of wit, save Galeotti from the most imminent 
danger ; and thus was Louis, the most sagacious, 
as wdl As the most vindictive, amongst the mo- 
narchs of the period, cheated of his revenge by 
the influence of superstition upon a selfish tern* 
per^ and a miiid to which, from ihe consdousness 
bf many crimes, the fear of death Was pecufiarly 
terrible. 

Ho felt, hdwever^ ccmsiderable mortification at 
being obliged to relinquish his purposed yeoi^ 
geance; and the disappointment seemed to be 
shared by hia sateUites to whom the execution 
was Id haVe been committed. Le Balafr^ alone, 
perfectly indifierent on the subject, so soon tfi 
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the countermanding signal was given, left the 
door at which he had posted himself, and in a few 
minutes was fast asleep. 

The Provost Marshal, as the group reclined 
themselves to repose in the hall after the King re- 
tired to his bed-chamber, continued to eye the 
goodly form of the Astrologer, with the look of 
a mastiff watching a joint of itfeat which the cook 
had retrieved from his jaws, while his attendants 
communicated to each other in brief sentences 
their characteristic sentiments. 

" The poor blinded necromancer,'' whispered 
Tiois-Eschelles, with an air of spiritual unction 
and commiseration, to his comrade, P^tit- Andr^, 
<< hath lost the fairest chance of expiating some 
of his vile sorceries, by dying through means 
of the cord of the blessed Saint Francis ! and. I 
had purpose, indeed, to leave the comfortable 
noose around his neck, to scare the foul fiend from 
his unhappy carcase.'' 

" And I," ssdd Petit-Andr&, " have missed 
the rarest opportunity of knowing how far a 
weight of seventeen stone will stretch a three- 
plied cord ! — It would have been a gloriousexperi- 

13 
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ment in our line^^-^and the jolly old boy would 
have died so eanly !^ 

While this whispered dialogue was going ifbr- 
ward, Martius, who had taken the opposite nde 
of the huge stone fire-place, round which the whole 
group was assembled, regarded them askanoe, 
and with a look of suspicion. He first put his 
hand into his vest, and satisfied himself that the 
handle of a very sharp double-edged poniard, 
which he always carried about him, was disposed 
conveniently for his grasp ; for, as we have al- 
xeady noticed, he was, though now somewhat un- 
wieldy, a powerful athletic man, and prompt and 
active at the use of his weapon. Satisfied that this 
trusty instrument was in readiness, he next took 
firom his bosom a scrdl of parchment, inseribed 
with Greek characters, and marked with cabalis*- 
tic ngns^drew together the wood in the fire-place, 
and made a blaze by which he could distinguish 
the features and attitude of all who sat or lay 
iffoiind— the heavy and deep slumbers of the Scot^ 
tish soldier, who lay motionless, with his rough 
countenance as immoveaUe as if it were cast in 
vol.. III. JC 
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bronze — the pale and anxious face of Oliver, who 
at one time assumed the appearance of slumber, 
and again opened his eyes and raised Jib head 
hastily, as if stung by some internal throe,, or 
awakened by some distant sound-^the di8content>- 
ed, savage, bull-dog aspect of the Phivost, who 
looked .. 

— — frustnte of his will, 
Not half sufficed, and greedy yet to kill— 

while the back-ground was filled up by the ghast- 
ly hypocritical countenance of Trois-Eschellea, 
whose eyes inrere cast up towards heaven, as if 
he was internally saying his devotions ; and the 
grim drollery of Petit- Andr6, who amused him- 
self with mimicking the gestures and wry faces 
of his comrade before he betook himself to sleep. , 
Amidst these vulgar and ignoble countenances, 
nothing could shew to greater advantage than the 
stately form, handsome mien, and commandkl|g 
features of the Astrologer, who might have pass- 
ed for one of the ancient magi, imprisoned ia a 
den of robbers, and about to invoke a spirit to 
^accomplish his liberation. And, indeed, had he 
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been distinguished by nothing elde than.the beauty 
of the graceful and flowing beard which descend- 
ed over the mysterious roU which he held, in his 
hand, one might have been pardoned regretting 
that so nobk an appendage had been bestowed 
on him, who put both talents, learnings and the 
advantages of eloquence, and a m^estic person^ 
to the mean purposes of a cheat and an impostor. 
Thus passed the night in Count Herberts 
Tower, in the Castle of Feronne. When the first 
light of dawn penetrated the ancient Gothic cham- 
ber, the King summoned Oliver to his presence, 
who found the Monarch sitting in his night-gown, 
and was astonished at the alteration which one 
night of mortal anxiety had made in his looks. 
He would have expressed some anxiety on the 
Subject, but the King silenced him by entering 
into a statement of the various modes by which 
he had previously endeavoured to form friends 
at the court of Burgundy, and which Oliver was 
charged to prosecute so soon as he should be 
permitted to stir abroad. 

And never was that wily minister more struck 
with the clearness of the King^s intellect, and his 
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intmate knowledge of all the 'spriiigs whidi in- 
fluence human actions, than he was during that 
memorable consultation. 

About two hours afterwards^ OIiTer according*^ 
ly obtamed permisfflon from the Count of Creve- 
coBur to go out, and execute the commisinons 
which bis master had entrusted him with ; and 
Louis, sending for the Astrologer, in whom be 
seemed to have renewed his fidth, held with him, 
in like maaner, a long consultation, the isisue of 
whidi appeared to give him more sfMrits and con- 
fidence than he had at first exhibited ; so that he 
dressed himself, and received the monaing com- 
pliments of Crevecoeur with a calmness, at which 
ihe Burgimdian lord could not help wondering, 
the rather that he had already heard that the 
Duke bad passed several hours in a state-of mind 
which seemed to render the King's safety veiy 
procaiious. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

UNCERTAINTY. 

Qux «]u«flal9 waw )i\9 the untttadj biork. 
That reek amid the strife of meetiDg currentt. , 

Old Play. 

If the night passed by Louis was fearfully 
anxious and agitata, that spent by the Duke of 
Burgundy, vho had at no time the same mastery 
over his passions, and indeed^ who permitted 
them almost a free and uncontroHed dominicm 
over his actions, was still more disturbed. 

According to the custom of the period, two 
of his principal and most favoured counseUars, 
Hymbercourt and D^Argenton, shared his bed** 
chamber, ooucbes being prepared for them hear 
tb^ b^ of the prince* Their attendanbe was 
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never mate necessary 'than upon this night, when, 
distracted by sorrow, by passion, by the desire 
of revenge, and by the sense of honour, which for- 
bade him to exercise it upon Louis in his present 
condition, the Dukc^s mind resembled a volcano 
in .eruption, whidi throws {pith all the different 
/contents of the mountain, mingled and molten 
into one mass. 

He refused to throw off his clothes, or to make 
any preparation for ^deep ; but spent the night in 
a violent succession of the most strong passions, 
la some paroxysms he talked incessantly to his 
attendants so thick and so rapidly, that they Were 
really afnud bis senses would give way; choo- 
sing for his theme, the merits and the kindness 
of heart of the murdered Bishop of Liege, and 
recalling all the instances of mutual kindness, 
affection, and confidence, which had passed be- 
tween then^, until' he had worked himself into 
such a transport of grief, that he threw himself 
upon his face in the bed, and seemed ready to 
choke with the sobs and tears which he endea- 
voured to stifle. 'Then starting from the eouch. 
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he ^ve vent at once to another and more furi-y 
oiM mood, and tray^rsed ^e room hastily, utter* 
ing incoherent threats, and still more incoherent 
oaths of vengeance, while, stamping with hiis foot, 
according to his custcnnary action, he invoked 
Saint George, Saint Andrew, and whomever else 
he Jield mostlioly,- to bear witness,.that he would 
take bloody vengeance on De la Marek, on the 
people of Liege, and onhim who was. the author 
of the whole.-*-The8e last threats, uttered .more 
obscurely than the others, obviously concerned 
the person. of the Sing; and at one time the 
Duke expressed his determinaUon to send for 
the Duke of Normandy, the brother of the King, 
and with whom Louis .was on the worst terms, 
in order to compel the captive, monarch to sur- 
render either the Crown itself, or some of its 
most valuable rights and appanages. 

Another day and. night passed in the same 
stormy and fitful deliberations, or rather rapid 
transitions of passion; for the Duke scarcely eat 
or drank, never changed his dress, and, alto- 
gether, demeaned himself like one in whom rage 
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jnighi tennimt9 an utter iii«mit3r. By dtgnf» 
he became rooi^ composed, wd began to hold» 
from time to time, consultationB with bi» minii- 
jbars, ia which mudi was proposed, but nothiiig 
resolyed upon. ComineB lueures us, that 9t cme 
4ime a eoiurier was mounted in readiness to de- 
part for the puipose of summoning the Duke c^ 
Normandy ; and in that event, the prison of the 
deposed monarch would pidbably have been 
found, as in sioiilar cases, a brief road to his gtave. 
At other times, when Charles had exhausted 
his Any, he sat with his features fixed in stem 
and rigid immobility, like one who broods over 
jnqme desperate deed, to which he is as yet unable, 
to work up his resolution. And unquesdoup- 
ably it would have needed little more than an 
insidious faint from any of the counsellors who 
attended his person, to have pushed the Duke to 
tome very desperate aqtion. But the nobles of 
Burgundy, fixm the sacred character attached 
to the person of a King, and a Lord Paramount, 
and from a regard to the public faith, as well bs 
that of their Duke, whidi had been pledged when 
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Lotus tbr^w bimsdf iilto their power, w^^ almdtt 
unanimously inclined to recommend hiodkrate 
meosurei^; and theargumenta which Hymbereouj^ 
and D^Aigenton had now and then yentured to 
inonuate during the night, were, in the cooler 
hours of the next morning, adyanced and urged 
by Crevecoeur and others. Possibly thdur zeal 
in behalf of the King might not be entirely dis- 
interested. Many, as we hare mentioned, had al- 
ready experitmced the bounty of the Bang ; otliers 
had either estates or pretensions in France, which 
placed them a Uttle imder his influence; and it ui 
certain that the treasure, which had loaded four 
mules when the King entered Peronne, became 
mudi lighter in the course of these negotiations.* 
In the course of the third day, the Count of 
Campo-basso brought his Italian wit to assist the 
counsels of Charles ; and well was it for Louis, 
that he had not arrived when the Duke was in 
bis first fury» Immediately on hb arrival, a re- 
gular meeting of the Duke's counseUors was con* 
v^ied, for considering the measures te be adopted 
in this ringular crisis. 
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On thisoccasioD, Campo-basso gave his opinion, 
ooudied in the apologue of the Traveller, the Ad- 
der, and the Fox ; and reminded the Duke of the 
advice which Reynard* gave to the man, that he 
should crush his mortal enemy, now that chance 
had placed his fate at his disposal. D^Argenton, 
who saw the Dukes's eyes sparkle at a proposal 
wMch his own violence of temper had already 
repeatedly suggested, hastened to state the pos- 
sibility, that Louis mi^t not be, in fact, so di- 
rectly accessory to die sanguinary action which 
had been committedat Schonwaldt ; that he might 
be able to clear himself <^ the imputation laid to 
his charge, and perhaps to make other atonement 
for the distractions which his intrigues had oc- 
casioned in the Duke^s dominions, and those of 
his allies ; and that an act of violence perpetrated 
on the Eing, was sure to bring both on France 
and Burgundy a train of the most unhappy conse- 
quences, among which not the least to be feared 
was, that the English might avail themselves of 
the commotions and civil discord which must 
needs ensue, to repossess themselves of Normandy 
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and iGuyenne, and renew those dreadful wars, 
wfatdi had only and with difficulty been termina^ 
tod, by the union of both France and Burgundy 
agpainst ihe common enemy. Finally, he con. 
fessed, iix^t he did not mean to urge the absolute 
and free dismissal of Louis ; but only, that the 
Duke should avail himself no farther of his pre- 
sent condition, than merely to establish a fair and 
eguitiable treaty between the countries^ with such 
sectirily on the Eing^s part, as sh6uld make it 
difficult for l&n to break his fiedth, or disturb the 
internal peace (^ Burgundy in future. Hymber- 
eourt, CrevecoGur and other«, signified their re*, 
probadon of the violent measures proposed by 
Campo-bassd, and their opinion, that in the way 
of ti:«aty more permanent advantages could be 
obtained, and in a manner more honourable for 
Burgundy, than by an action which would stain 
h^ with a breach of faith and hospitality. 

Hie Duke listened to these arguments with his 
looks fixed on the ground, and his brows so knit- 
ted together as to bring his bushy eye-brows into 
one m^ss* But when Crevecoeur proceeded to 
say, thathe did not believe Louis either knew of^ 
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or was aocesiory to, the atrodous aot of vkilaiMe 
committed at Schpuwaldt, Charks raised hss head, 
aDd darting a fierce look at his counseUor, ex- 
claimed, ^^ Hare you too, Crevecceur, heardthe 
gold of France cUok ?•— Methinks it rings in my 
councils as Dderrily as ever thebellsof SaintDenis? 
Dare any one say thftt Louis is not the fomrater 
^ tbe^ feuds in Flanders?'' 
,. .** My gracnous lord," said CrcTeccsur, " m]i( 
h^nd has evei* been more conversant with sted 
than with gold $ wd so far am I frcnn holding 
tbat Louis is fre? from tb^tpharge of having caused 
the disturbmices in Flanders, that it is not long 
iince, in the la^e of l^s whole o9urt, I chaiged 
him with that breach of faith, and offered him de^ 
fianioe in your name. But although his intrigues 
have been doubtless the original cause of these 
commotions, I am so far from believing that he 
authorized the death of the Archbishop, that I 
believe one of his emissaries publicly prot^Sted 
against it ; and I could produce the man, wete it 
your Grace's pleasure to see him." 

^* It t^ our pleasure," said the Duke. <^ Saint 
George 1 can you doubt that we desire to act 
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justly P Sven in the highest flight of our passion, 
we are kpovn for an upright and a just judge. 
We will see France ourself — we will ourself 
diarge him with our wrongs, and ourself state to 
him the reparation which we expect and demand. 
If he ^all be found guiltless of this murder, the 
atonement for other crimes may be more easy-— 
If he hath been guilty, who shall say that a Hfe 
of penitence in some retired monastery were not 
a most deserved and a most merciful doom P — 
Who,^ he added, kindling as he spoke, ^' who 
shall dare to blame a revenge yet more direct and 
more speedy ? Let your witness att^d — We wUl 
to the Castle at the hour before noon. Some ar- 
ticles we will minute down with which he shall 
comply, or woe on his head ! Break up the coun- 
cil, and dismiss yourselves. I will but change my 
dress, as this is scarce a fitting trim in which to 
wait on my most grack/tms S&oereign?'' 

With a deep and bitter emphasis on the last 
expression, the Duke arose, and strode out of the 
room. 

*< Louis^i safety, and, what is worse, the ho- 
nour of Burgundy, depend on a cast of the dice,"' 
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said Hymbercourt to Crevecceur imd taD^Ar^eoh 
ton — '^ Haste thee to the Castle, D^Argeaton— 
thou hast a better filed tongue than either Greve^- 
cceur or I. Explain to Louis what storm is a|^ 
proaching — ^he will best khow how to pilot him- 
self. I trust this Life-guardsman will day no- 
thing which can aggravate, for who knows what 
may have been the secret cottimissicm with whivh 
he was charged ?^ 

** The young man," said Creteceeur, " seems 
bold, yet prudent and wary tar beyond his yeai's. 
In all which he said to me he was tender of the 
King's character, as of that of the Prilalse wIkhu 
he serves* I trust h6 will be equally 80 in the 
Duke's presence. I must go seek him, and also 
the young Countess of Cipye." 

<^ The Countess !-~you told us you had left 
her sA Samt Bridget's Nunnery .'^ 

^^ Ay, but I was obliged,'' said the Count, 
<< to send for her express, by the Duke's orders ; 
and she has been brought hither on a litter, as 
being unable to travel otherwise. She was in a 
state of the de^st distress, bodi on account of 
the uncertainty of the fate of her kinswoman, the 

19 
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Lady Hamelhie, and the gloom wluch overbangs 
her own ; guilty as she has been of a feudal de-* 
linquency, in withdrawing herself fcom the pro- 
teetion of her liege lord, Duke.Charlesy wha is 
not the person in the world most likely toview 
wkh indifference what trendies on his seignorml 
rights.^ 

The information that the young CcHmtess was 
in the hands of Charles, added fresh and more 
pointed thorns to Loms^s reflections. He was 
conscious . that, by explaining the intrigues by 
which he had induced the Lady Hameline and 
her to resort .to Peronne, sheimight supply, that 
evidence which he had removed by the execution 
of Zamet Maugrabin; and he knew well how 
much such proof of his having intaiered with 
the rights of the Duke of Burgundy, would fur- 
nish both motive and jnetext for Charles^ availii^ 
himself to the uttermost of his present predica- 
ment. 

Louis discoursed on these matters with great 
anxiety to the Sieur D^Argenton, whose acute 
and political talents better suited the Eing^s tem- 
per than the blunt martial character of Cr^e- 
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eceur, or the feudal haughtiness of D'Hymber- 
court < 

<' These ixonJiaiidedi soldiers, my good friend 
Comines^"' he said to his future historian, <* should 
never enter a Eing^s cabinet, but be left with the 
halberds and partizrasintheantl«hafliber. Their 
hands are indeed made for our use, but the iixi*- 
narch who puts their heads to any bettar ooeupa- 
tion than that of anvils for his enednes^ swords 
and maces, ranks with the fool who presented his 
mistress with a do^-leash for a carcanet* It is 
with such as thou, Philip, whose ejes are gifted 
with the quick and keen sense that sea beyond 
the exterioi^ surface of affairs, that Princes should 
share their council-table^ thdr cabinet«*-what do 
I say ?««-the most secret recesses of their souL^ 

D^Argenton^ himself so keen a spirit, was natu- 
rally gratified with the approbation of the most 
sagacious Prince in Europe ; and he could not so 
far disguise his internal satisfaction, that liOuis 
was not aware that he had made some impression 
on him. 

<* I would,"" continued he, *^ that I had such 
a servant, or rath^ that I were worthy to have 
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one ! I had not then been in this unfortunate si* 
tuation ; whidi, neverthdets^ I should hardly re« 
gt^^ could I but discover any means of securing 
the senrices of so experienoed a statist*^ 
' D*Arg^nton said, that all his faculties, such as 
they were^ were at Ae service of his Most Christ 
tian Majesty^ saving always his all<(giance to his 
rightful lord, Duke Charles of Burgundy. 

** And atn I one who. would seduce you from 

that allegiance ?^ said Louis, pathetically. <<Alas! 

am I not now endangered by having reposed too 

much confidence in my vassal ? and can the cause 

of feudal good faith be more sacked with any than 

with me, whose safety depends on an appeal to 

it ?-*-No^ Philip de CSoinines— 'Ksontinue ta serve 

Charles of Burgundy ; and you will best serve 

him,by bringing round a fair accommodation with 

Louis of France. In doing thus, you Will serve 

us both, and one, at least, will be grateful. I am 

told your appointments in this court hardly match 

those of the Grand Falconer; and thus the ser* 

vices of the wisest counsellor in Europe are put on 

a level, or rather ranked below, those of a fellow 

VOL. HI. M 
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who feeds and pfajsicks kites ! Fnmde hal Iride 
land^— her Kin^ has much gold. Allow me, my 
friend, to rectify this scandalous inequality. The 
means ai'e not distant— Permit me to use them.^ 

The King produced a waghty bag of money ; 
but Comines, more delicate in his sentiments thaki 
most courtiers of that time, declined the profRari 
declaring himself perfectly satisfied with die li^ 
berality of his natite Prince, and Assuring Louis 
that his desire to serve him could not be increa- 
sed by the acceptance of any such gratuity as he 
had proposed. 

" Singular man r exclaimed the ETmg ; " let 
me embrace the only courtier of his time, at 
once capable and incorruptible. Wisdom is to 
be deared more than fine gold ; and believe me, 
I trust in thy kindness, Philip, at this pinch, 
more than I do in the purchased assistance of 
many who have received my gifts. I know you 
will not counsel your master to abuse such an 
opportunity, as fortune, and, to speak plain, Des 
Comines, as my own fdlly has afibrded him.^ 

•* To o&w^^it, by no means,'' answered D'A^ 
genton ; " but most certainly to use it.'' , 
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<^ How, and in what degree?^ said Louis. 
<^ I am not ass toongh to expect that I shall 
escape without some ransom-^but let it be a rea-* 
sonable one— -reason I am ever willing to listen 
to-— at Paris or at Plessis, equally as at Peronne.'" 

** Ab, but if it like your Majesty,** replied 
Des Comines^ <' Reason at Paris or Plessis waa* 
used to speak in so low and soft a tone of v<nce, 
that she could not always gain ah audience of your 
Majesty— iat Peronne, she borrows the speaking- 
trumpet of Necessity, and her voice becomes 
lordly and imperative.** 

** You are figurative,** said Louis, unable to 
restrain an emotion of peevishness ; ^< I am a plain 
man, Sir of Argenton. I pray you leave your 
tropes, and come to plain ground. What does 
your Duke expect of me ?** 

** I am the bearer of no propositions, my lord,** 
S£ud Des Comines ; ^' the Duke will soon ex« 
plain his own pleasure ; but some things occur to 
me as proposals, for which your Majesty ought 
to hold yourself prepared. As, for example, the 
final cession of these, towns here upon the 
Somme.** 
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^ I expected so much^^ said Louis. 

** That you should disown the Liegeois, and 
WiHiffin de k Marek.'' 

** As wiUingly as I discUum Hell and Satan,^ 
said Louis. 

• ^' A^Qp^^ seeurity will be required, by hostages, 
or occupation of fortresses, or otherwise, that 
^ranoe shall in future abstain from stirring up 
rebellion among the Flemings.^ 

^ It is somethii^ dew,^ answered the King, 
^ that a vassal shonld demand pledges from bis 
Sovereign : but let that pass too.'' 

^^ A smtable aild independant apanage for your 
illustrious brother, the ally and friend of my mas- 
ter-— Normandy or Champagne. The Duke loves 
your father's house, my Liege." 

" So well," answered Louis, " th^t, mori Dieu / 
he's about to make them all kings.-— Is your bud- 
get of hints yet emptied ?" 

^ Not entirely," answered the counsellor : 
•* it will certainly be required that your Majesty 
will forbear molesting, as yon have done of late^ 
the Bttke de £retagne, and that you will no 
longer contest the right which he and other grand 
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feiidatoiies hav^ to ntnke .money^ to term tiiem^ 
flelv£8 dukes and princes by Che giuice of God'^^'^^p^i 

^' In ja, irtJsAf to make to mauy kings of my 
vassals. Sir Philip, would you make a fratricide 
of me? — ^Yoii remember well my brother Charles 
<i^e was no sooner Duke of Guyenne than he 
died.-r-Aiid what will be lefi; to the deseendants 
of Charlemagne, after giving away these rioii 
{MTovinces, save to smear themselves with oil' at 
Bbetma, and to cat £hesr dinner under a high 
canopy P 

^^ We will diminish your Majesty^s concern on 
diat score, by giving you a comp^moa in llial 
solitary cKaltotion,^ md Philip des Comine^.*-^ 
^ The Duke of Burgundy, though he ckdma iM 
at presoit the title of an independent king, de* 
aires nevertheless to be freed in future fiiom th^ 
abject' marks of subjection required of him to the 
crown of France ;<-hU; is his purpose to close hia 
ducal coronet with an imperial avcb, and $Ka% 
mount it with a globe? in emblem that ht^domi;^ 
nions are independent^ 

^< And how dares tjie Dolw of BiJugundy; the 
sworn vassal of France,"^ exdaimed I^ouis^ start* 
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iog up, and shewing an unwonted degree of emo« 
4ion— *^' how dares he propose such terms to lus 
SoYerdgp, as, by every law of Europe, should 
infer a forfeiture of his fief ?"* 

^< The doom of forfeiture it would in this case 
he difficult to enforce,^ answered D^Argenton, 
calmly.-—** Your Majesty is aware, that the strict 
interpretation of the feudal law is beoonung ob- 
solete even in the Empire, and that supenor and 
Tassal endeavour to mend ih&r dtuation in re- 
gard to each other, as they have power and op. 
portunity. — Your Majesty's interferences with 
the Duke's vassals in Flanders wil} prove an ex. 
culpation of my master's conduct, supposing him 
to infflst that, by enlarging his independence^ 
f ranee should in future be debarred from any 
firetext of doing so.^ 

• ** D'Argenton, D'Argenton T said Louis, ari- 
sing again, and pacing the room in a pensive man- 
Aer, f * this is a dreadful lesson on the text Va* 
w:iis /—-You cannot mean that the Duke will in- 
sist on all these hard conditicms P'' 

** At least I would have your Majesty be in a 
^eondition to discuss then^ alL" 
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• <* Yet Qioderation, D^Arge&ton, moderatbn in 
«ucces6, is-— no one knows better tiian you-— ne- 
cessary to its ultimate advantage.^ 

^^-60 please your Majesty, the merit of mode* 
faiion is, I have observed, most apt to be extoll- 
/ed by the lodng party. The winner holds in more 
esteem the prudence which calls on him not to 
leave an opportunity unimproved.^ 
^ " Well, we will consider-^" replied the King ; 
^^ but at least thou hast reached the extremity of 
your Duke^s unreasonable exaction ? there can re- 
main nothing— or if there does, for so thy brow 
intimates— What is it— what indeed can it be — 
unless it be my crown ? which these previous de- 
mands, if granted, will deprive of all its lustre !^* 
• " My lord,^ swd D'^Argenton, " what remains 
to be mentioned, is a thing partly—indeed in 
a great measure — within the Duke^s own powei:^ 
though he means to invite your Majesty^s acces- 
sion to it, for in truth it touches you nearly.^ 

" Pctsques dieuT exclaimed the King impa- 
tiently, ♦* what is it ?— Speak out, Sir Philip — ^am 
I to send him my daughter for a concubine, or 
what other dishonour is he to put on me ?^^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



184 CfiAP. VXI, UKC£ETAIKT¥. 

*^ No diabonottr, my lic^ ; but your Majeck 
tjVoouflin^ the illustiioiis Duke of Orleant^"<— ^ 

<< Ha r exclaimed the Kiug ; but D'Aig^itod 
proceeded without heeding the interrupdoQ. 
- << •i^Haviog conferred hie affecdoiia on the 
young Countesi Isabelle de Cn>ye» the Duke ex^ 
pedis your Majesty will^ on your part» as be on 
hiS) yield your assent to the marriage, and units 
irith him in endowing die right noble cguple with 
such an apanage, as, joined to the Countesses 
estates, may fonn a fit establishment for a Ghik} 
of France."* 

^ NeTer, never r said the King, bun^g out 
into that emotion whidr he had of late suppressed 
with much difficulty!, and striding about in a dis* 
ordered haste, which formed the strongest eon. 
trast to the sdf-command which he usually exhi* 
bited,«-*<< Never, never !-*«4ct them bring sdssars, 
and shear my hair like that of the parish-fool, 
whom I have so richly rasembled ! let them bid 
the monastery or the grave yawn for me-^let 
ihem bnng red-hot banns to sear my eyes--«3ie 
or aoonite-wwhatever they will-«*but Orleans shall 
not break his plighted faith to my daughter, or 
marry another while she lives !^ 
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« Your Majerty,'* said D'^i^iigeiiton, ** ere you 
aet youi^mod so keenly againfiit what is proposed, 
wiU comider your owur want of power to pjfevent 
it. Every wise man, when he sees a rpek giviog 
way, withdraws from the bootless attempt of pre- 
venting die fall7 

^/Bat a farave man,^ said Louis, << will at least 
find his grave beneath it.^-*D^ Argenton, conndeir 
tlie great lo8s«*the utter destruction, sudi a maiu 
riage will bring upon my kingdom. Recollect, I 
Imve but one feeble boy, and this Orleans is the 
next heir— ^consider that the church hath con- 
sented to his union With Joan, whidi unites so 
happily the interests of both branches of my fami- 
ly,— *think on all this, and think too that ttim unicn 
has be^i the favourite scheme of my whole life— 
that I have schemed for it, fought for it, watds^ 
edfor it, prayed for it,— and sinned for it Philip 
des Comines, I will not forego it i Think, man, 
dunk!— <pity me in this extremity^>^-diy quick 
brain can speedily find some substitute for this 
sacrifice — some ramr to be offered Up instead of 
that whi<^ is dear to me as the Patriaieh's only 
SCSI was to him. Philip, pity me !*«Fyou, at least. 
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flhould know, that to men of judgment and f<H^ 
sight, the destruction of the scheme on which 
they have long dwelt, and for which they have 
long toiled, is more inexpressibly bitter than the 
transient grief of ordinary men, whose pursuits 
are but the gratification of some temporary pas? 
ston—you, who know how to sympathize with the 
deeper, the more genuine distress of baffled pru^ 
dence and disappointed sagadty,-— >will you not 
feel for me ?^ 

- ^* My Lord and King l*^ replied D^Argenton, 
(^ I do sympathize with your distress, in £o far 
as duty to my maste r ^ 
' <^ Do not mention him ^ said Louis, acting, or 
at least appearing to act, under an irresistible 
and headlong impulse, which withdrew the u^ual 
guard which he maintained over his language-^ 
^f Charles of Burgundy id unworthy of your at- 
tachment. He who can insult and strike his coun-> 
dllors— he who can distinguish the wisest and 
most futhful among them, by the opprobrious 
name of Booted-Head !-— ^ 

The wisdom of Philip des Comines did not 
prevent his having a high sense of personal con«- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



GHAP. VII. UNCERTAIKTY. 187 

sequenee ; and he was so much struck with the 
words which the King uttered, as it were in the 
career of a passion which overleaped ceremony, 
that he could only reply by repetition of the 
words ^^ Booted-Head ! It is impossible that my 
master the Duke could have so termed the ser- 
vant who has been at his side since he could 
mount a palfrey — and that too before a foreign 
monarch ? — ^it is impossible P 

Louis instantly saw the impression he had 
made, and avoiding alike a tone of condolence, 
which might have seemed insulung, and one of 
sympathy, which might have savoured' of itfecta- 
tion, he said, with simplicity, and at the same 
time with dignity, <^ My misfortunes make me 
forget my courtesy, else I had not spoken to you 
of what it must be unpleasant for you to hear. 
J^ut you have in reply taxed me with having 
uttered impossibilities — ^this touches my honour ; 
yet I must submit to the charge, if I tell you not 
the circumstances which the Duke, laughing 
until his eyes run over, assigned for the origin of 
that opprobrious name, which I will not offend 
your ears by repeating. Thus, then, it chanc^. 
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You, Sir Philip des ComiiieB, were at a buntiaj^ 
match with the Doke of Burgundy, yoiir matter ; 
and when he alighted after the chase, he required 
your services in drawing off his boots. Beading 
ia your looks, perhaps, some natural resentment 
of this dii^an^ng treatment, he ordered you to 
ttt down in turn, and rendered you the same of^ 
fioe he had just received from you. But offend-* 
ed at your understanding him literally, he no 
sooner plucked one of your boots off, than he 
brutally beat it about your head till the blood 
flowed, exclaiming against the insolence of a subi. 
ject, who hod the presumption to accept of such 
a service at the hand of his Sovereign ; and hsnoa 
he, or his privil^d jGool Le Qlorieux, are in the 
current habit of distbguishing you by the absnrd 
and ridiculcMis name of Tke-bottiej which makes 
pne of the Duke^s most ordinary subjects of plea, 
•antry.'* 

While Louis thus spoke, he had the double 
pleasure of galling to the quick the person whom 
he addressed*- an exercise which it was in his 
nature to enjoy, even where he had not, as in the 
INPesent case^ the apology, that he did so in pur^ 
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retalialioii,-«4Uid that of obseryiflg that he had 
at length been able to find a point in D^Argen^ 
ton^s character which might lead him graduaUy 
from theinterests of Burgundy to those of France. 
Bat although the deep resentment which the of-« 
fended courtier entertained against his master in- 
duced him at a future period to exchange the 
service of Charles for that of Louis, yet, at the 
present moment, he was contented to throw ont 
only some general hints of his friendly inclinadon 
towards France, which he well knew the King 
would understand how to interpret And indeed 
it would be unjust to stigmati^ Uie memory of 
the excellent historian with desertion of his master 
on this occasion, although he was certainly now 
possessed with sentiments much more favourable 
to Louis than when he entered the apartment. 

He constrained himself to laugh at the an'ec^ 
dote which Louis had detailed^ and then added, 
<< I did not think so trifling a frolic would have 
dwelt on the mind of the Duke so \cfng as to 
make it worth telling again. Some such passage 
there was of drawing ot boots and the like, ad 
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your Majesty knows that the Duke is fond of* 
rude play ; but it has been much exaggerated in 
his reccJlection. Let it pass on.^ 
. ^^ Ay, let it pass on,^ said the King ;. '' it is 
indeed shame it should have detained us a mi^ 
nute. And now, Sir Philip, I hope you are 
French so far as to a£Pord me your best counsel 
in these difficult affairs. You have, I am well 
aware, the clew to the labyrinth, if you would 
but impart it.'' 

'^ Your Majesty may command my best ad- 
vice and service,'' xeplied D'Argenton, ** unw 
der reservation always of my duty to my own 
master." 

This was nearly what the courtier had before 
stated ; but he now repeated it in a tone so dif- 
ferent, that whereas Louis understood from the 
former declaration, that the reserved duty to 
Burgundy was the prime thing to be considered, 
so he now saw clearly that the emphasis was re- 
versed, and that more weight was now ^ven by 
the speaker to his promise of counsel, than to a 
restricti(m which seemed interposed for the sake 
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of form aiid consistency. The King resumed hia 
own seat, and compelled D'Arg^aton to sit by 
him, listening at the same time to that statesman, 
as if the words of an oracle sounded in his ear&i 
D^Argenton spoke in that low and impressiva 
tone, which implies at once great sincerity and 
some caution, and at the same time so slowly, as 
if h6 Was desirous that the King should weigh 
and consider each individual word as having its 
own peculiar and determined meaning. " The 
things,'' he said, " which I have suggested for 
your Majesty's consideratioif, harsh as they sound 
in your ear, are but substitutes for still more 
violent proposals brought forward in the Duke's 
councils, by those who are more hostile to your 
Majesty. And I need scarce remind your Ma« 
jesty, that the more direct and more violent sug« 
gestions find readiest acceptance with our master, 
who loves brief and dangerous measures bett€fr 
than those that are safe, but at the same time 
circuitous." 

" I remember—" said the King, " I have seen 
him swim a river at the risk of drowning, though 
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tliere w$a a btklge to be foutid for ridiiig two 
hmubed j«ds toiiiid*^ 

<< True^ foe; aod he dmt w^ghi not ^ life 
i^mit the grat i fi tt Mion of « momem of impetus 
0118 {Mttriob, w91, on the ilatte imptdse, jnreCsr the 
gradfictttioo of his will' to dieioereiise of hid safau 
ttaiitielpowen'* 

<< Most true,'' replied tbe Kmg$ <• nfool will 
evet gta^ rtftbei' at the appearance than the 
reality of authority* All this I know to be true 
of Chitrles of Bor^undy^ Bat, my dear friend 
D^Argenton, what do you xtfer frixA these pf e^i 
mises?^ 

« Simply iMBj my lord,"* answered D^Argen- 
lefn, ** that as your Majesty has fe^n a skilful 
angler control a large and heavy fish, and finally 
draw him to land by a single hair, which fish had 
broke through a tackle tenfdld stronger, had the 
fisher presumed to strmn the line on him, instead 
0f givmg himr head enough for all his wild flou^ 
rishes ; even so your Majesty, by gratifying the 
Duke in theiie particulars on which he has pitbh- 
ed bis: ideas of honour, and the gratification of 

SI 
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btt revenge, maj evade many of ibe other nap** 
latable pn^pocitionft at which I have hinted; and 
which — ^inclucUag, I miiat state cpeslj lo your 
Majesty, some cf those through whieh Fratice 
would be most eqpeciaUy weakeaed— will sBdis 
out of his remembnmce aitd attention, and being 
referred to subsequent conlerenees and futiuredis^ 
emaion, may be altogether dkided.^ 

<< I understand you, my good Sir Fhitip ; bat 
to the mailer,'' said the King. <^ To whkh of 
those happy propositions is your Didce so much 
wedded, thatcontradiedDn will oiake him unrea^ 
sonable and untraceable P^ 
. << To any or to all of them, if it please your 
Migesty, on which you may happen to contradict 
faim« This is precisely what your Majesty must 
avoid ; and to take up my former paraUe, you 
must needs remain on the watcii^ rpidy to give the 
Duke line enough whenever he diDotsaway under 
•the impulse of his rage. His fiiry, already con^ 
siderably abated, will waste itself if be be unop** 
posed, and you will presently find him become 
more friendly and more tractable.^ 

<< Still,'' said the Sing, musing, ^* there must 

VOL. III. N 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



194 CHAP. VIT. rWCKRTAIKTT* 

be soioe particular demands whidi lie deeper at 
myoousin^s heart than the other proposals. Were 
I but aware of these, Sir Philip——^ 

** Your Majesty may make the lightest of his 
demands the most important, simply by opposing 
it,** said D^Argenton ; << nevertheless, my latd^ 
thus far I can say, that every shadow of treaty 
will be broken off, if your Majesty renounce aot 
WilHorn de la Marck and the Liegeois.^ > ' 

<• I have already said that I will disown tketo^"^ 
said the King, <^ and well they deserve itatiny 
band ; the vUiains have commenced their uproar 
at a moment which might have cost memy life.* 

*< He that fires a train of powder^ iie{died 
D* Argenton, *^ must expect a speedy explosion 
of the mine.-— Butmore than mere disavowal of 
their cause will be expected of your Majesty by 
Duke Charles; for know, diat he will demand 
your Majesty^s assistance to put the insurreetion 
down, and your royal presence to witnefis the pu« 
nidmient which he destines for the rebels."^ 

<* That may scarce consist with our hoaoiir, 
D^Argenton,^^ said the King. 

*< To refuse it will scarce consist with your 
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Majc6ty'9 safety/' refdied Ck>mines. ^< Charles 
ia detenained to shew the people of Flaod^sv 
that no hope, nay no promisey of aasislancefrDin 
Pranoe, will save Uiem in their mutinies from the 
^iKrrath and vengeance of Burgundy.^ 

*< But, D' Argraton, I will qpeak plainiy/' 
answered the King^<< Could we but proerasti* 
nate the matter, might not these rogues of Liege 
make their own part good against Duke Charies P 
The knaves are numerous and steady-^-^an they 
not hold out thar town against him f*' « 

" With the help of the thousand ardieraof 
France whom your Majesty promised them» they 
might have done something ; but-^^'^— ^^ 

« Whom I {HTomised them t*' said the King— * 
^* Alas I good Sir Philip ! you much wrong me 
in saying so.** 

<«— But without whom,** cdndnued D*Argen- 
lon, not heeding the interruption,-^'^ as your 
Miyesty will not now likely find it convenient to 
supply tfaem,-^what chance will the burghers 
htfvein making good their town, ill whose walls the 
large breaches made by Charles after the battle^ 
eCSt Tron are still unrepaired ; so that the lancet 
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of Hainault, Brabant, and Buigandy, may ad- 
Yonce to the attack twenty men in iiroiit ?^ 

« The improf id«it idiots T said the King-*^ 
<< If they have thus n^ectsd their own safety, 
they deserv^e not my protection. Pass oih^I will 
Idake no ^pnn^lfor their sake/' 

<< The next point, I fear, wiU sit closer to your 
Majesty^s heart,^ said Des C<»iines. 

<* Ah r reflM the Kii^, <^you mean dial in, 
famal marriage i I will not consent to tbe.breacb 
of the Gofitract bstwixt my daughter Joan and 
my coum of OrleansH-it would be wresting the 
sceptre of France fiom me and my posterity^ ; fcf 
that feeble boy the Dauphin is a blighted bios* 
som, whidi will wither without fruity This match 
between Joan and Orleans has been my thoi^ht 
by day, my dream by night — I tell thee, D'Ar-t 
gentott,'! cannot give it up !•— Besides, it is inhu- 
man to require me» with my o^n hand, tocL^ti^y 
at once my own scheme of pcdiey, and the hapfri^ 
ness c^ a pair biiought up for each other/' 

^< Are they th^ so much attached ?"" said !>' Adr*' 
ganton. 
.<< One of thou at least is^"* said the Kiag» 
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^* and the iHie for whom' I an bound ta«be xbost 
anxbus. But you smile, SkIiuIip4-«you are no 
t)eliever in the force of loire.'^ 

^^ Nay/' said ly Argenton> ^« if it j^eaae you^ 
^re, I am 80 little an infidel in thai particular^ 
that I was about to ask whether it would rectib- 
cile you in any degree to your acquiesciag in the 
proposed marriage betwist the Dufe of Orleans 
and Isabelle de Croye, were I to satiafy you that 
the Countess's inclinations are sq aaueh/fixed on 
pother, that it is Ukely it will never be a matdi ?^ 

King Louis sighed.—^' Alas P' he said, ^^ my 
good and dear riend, from whi^ sepulchre have 
you drawn sudi dfead man'^s comfort i Her in- 
olinataim, indeed l-r-ViHiy, to speak trutji, sup- 
posing that Orleans detested my daughter Joan, 
yet, but for this iU-xavelled web of mischance^ 
he must needs have married ha ; so you may 
Gflujeeturehow litde chance there is c^.this dam* 
sisl being able to refuse him under a aniilar 
compulsion, and he a Child of Fiaioe beddes.^.?^ 
^, no, Philip !r*^little &aff of her standing ob- 
stinAte against the suit tif such a lQyfer.rr^Varifum 
ei mutaiUe, Philip." 
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«« Your Mi^eity nay, in the jH-csent kistanee^ 
undenralue the dbsdnat^ oounge of this young 
lady. She comes ofa noe detarisinatdy n^ul i 
and I hare picked out of Crevecoeur that die has 
formed a rooiantic attadiinent to a young sqiuie^ 
who, to say truth, rendered her many sovioes on 
the road." 

*< Ha I" said the King~<< an ardier of my 
Guards, by name Quoitin Durward ?^ 

<^ The same, as I think,*' said IVArgenlon ; 
*^ he was made prisoner along with the Countess^ 
traTelling almost alone together.^ 

^* Now, our Lord and our Lady, and Mon^ 
seigneur Saint Martin, and Mons^gneur Saint 
Julian, be praised every one of them !'' said the 
King, ^^ and all laud and honour to the leanied 
GaleotCi, who read in the stars that this youth^s 
destiny was connected witfi mine ! If the maid* 
en be so attached to him as to make her refirae^ 
tory to the witt of Burgundy, -this Quen^ hatii 
indeed been rarely useful to me.^ 

** I believe, my lord, in Crevecoeur's report, 
that there is some chance of her being sufficiently 
obstinate; besides, doubtless, the noble Duke 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAP. VII. UNCEBTAIHTT. IftS 

hiniidif, potwithrtandiiig what your Majesty was' 
pleased ta hint in way of suppositioo, will not 
wUUngly renounce bis fair cousin, to whom he 
has-' beoa long engaged.^ 

<^ Umph !'' answered the Kin^^< But you have 
never seen my daughter Joan.^ A howlet, man I 
«--an absolute owl^ whom I am ashamed <^! 
But let him be only a wise man, and inaxry. her^ 
I will give him. leave to be mad jtar amours for 
the fairest lady in Fzanoe.«*And now, Philip; 
have you given me the full map of your master's 
mind?" 

*< I have ponessed you. Site, of those particu^ 
lars on which he is at present most disposed tq 
inwt. But your Mfgesty well knows that the 
Duke^s disposition is like a sweeping torrem^ 
which only passes smoothly forward when its 
waves encounter no oppotttion ; and what may 
be. presented to bhafe him into fuiy, it is impos« 
sible even to guess. Were more distinct evidence 
of your Majesty ^s practices, (pardon the phrase, 
wh^e there is so little time for ceremony,) with 
the Liegeois and William de la Marck to occur 
unexpectedly, the issue, mi|B(bt be terribl^««--^ 
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Tbei)e«rt fltnage news from dmt cxMiiitry-jdbflj 
mj La Maockliaiii nairied Hamdiae^ tbeddcr 
GouBtsift of i^rofeJ* 

<< That old fool wa8 jo aad on marriage^ 
ifaBtBhennould have accepted the bandof Satan,^ 
aaid tba Kkg; '< fait that Ia Marak, bepMt as 
lie is, cbonM hcvie aAamedhfr, tather Boreaap- 
pnses laa.'' 

. <^^ Theie is a report alsoy^ contiiiaed Connes, 
<.^ diat.ap «nvoy, or hendd, on La Mafeck^i part, 
is appgoftchi^g PefOBPe ;-i^this is like to driye the 
Duke frantic ivith rage — ^I tirust that he has no 
IctlCKa, or the like, to shev ioa yoifr Majesty's 
part?'' 

^ Letters toa Wild Bearr anaanered the King. 
rr«^ Hoy HO, ^ Philip, I iras no siaeh fool as to 
cast panels hefioce surinfr^^^What ikl^le iutereoiurse 
I had ivith the beute aaisfal was by ncssage, in 
yfhkh I abv;ag» fmployed such hm-hoed sieves 
aad vagabonds, that their evidence wauU not be 
l?eoeiv^ in a trial &r robbing a hen^oost.^ 
. ^^ I can then only further recommend,^ said 
D'Aiigtntoii, takaog hts leave, ^^ that yi^ur Ma^ 
iest9rahKuddi6Qiaiii4HiyiQiir^naird,.^guidpd by 
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eventf, and, above all, avoid using ttiy ^mguage 
or argument with the Duke which may bettw be* 
eome jour dignity than your present condition/* 
^ If my dignity,^ said the King* ^ grow 
tronblesome to ine,-i-^hich it seldom doth while 
there are deeper interests to think of, — I have a 
apseial remedy tor that swelltng of the hearts- 
It is but k>okiog into a ruinous doaet, Sir HiiUp, 
tmd thinking of the death of Charles thf l^m jple ; 
asd iteures me aa effectually as the eold bath 
would cool a fever.— And now, my friend and 
monitor, must thou be gxme ? Well, Sir Phifip, 
the time must cone when thou wilt tin reading 
lesflcns of state policy to ihe Bull of Burgundy, 
mho is incipiable of compreh^Dding your most 
simple argument<<*>If Louis of Valok then lives, 
thou hast a friend in the Coinrt of France. I tell 
thee, my Philip, it woi|ld be a blessing to my 
kingdom ekouid I ever acquire thee; who, with 
a profound view of swb^ts of state, hast also a 
oonsoiMice, capable of filing and discerning be- 
tween right and wrong. So help me, our Lord 
and I^ady, and Monseigneur Saint Martin, (Hi^ 
ver and ^iiie bfive hearts as hardened a^ the 
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nether iiuU*BCoiie ; and mj. life is embtlteKd hf 
remorse and penances for the crimea they nwke 
me ckNnmit. Thou, Sir Philip, posseased of the 
wisdom of present and past times^ canst ^teach 
how to become great without ceanng to be vir- 
tuous.^ 

^ A hard task, and which few have ^ttained,^ 
said the historian ; <^ but whidi is yet wiUiin the 
readi of princes, who will strive for it. Mean-^ 
time, Sire, be prepared, for the Duke will pre^ 
sently confer with you.'*' 

Louis looked long after PhiKp when he lefc 
the apartment, and at length burst into a Utter 
laugh. ^^ He spoke d fishing— I have sait him 
home, a trout properly dckled ]•— And he thinks 
himself virtuous because he took no bribe, but 
contented himself with flattary and promises^ and 
the pleasure of avenging an affiront to his vaoky i 
—Why, he is but so much the pcor^ for the re* 
fusal of the money— not a jot the more honest. 
He miist be mine though, for he hath the shrewd* 
est head among them. Wdl, now for a noUer 
game ! I must face this leviathan. Charles, who 
will presently swim hitherward, cleaving the deep 
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before faim. I must, like a trembUng saitor, throw 
a tub over board to amuse him. But I may one 
day find the chance— of driying a harpoon into 
his entrails ^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE INTERVIEW. 

Hold fast thy truth, young soldier. — Gentle maiden, 
Keep you your pramiae plighu-leave age its subtleties, 
And grey-hair'd policy its maze of falsehood ; 
But be you candid as the morning sky, 
Bie the high sun sucks vapours up to stain it 

The Trial 

Ok the perilous and important morning which 
preceded the meeting of the two Princes in the Cas- 
tle of Peronne, Oliver le Dain did his master the 
service of an active and skilful agent, making in- 
terest for XiOuis in every quarter, both with pre- 
sents and promises ; so that when the Duke^s an- 
ger should blaze forth, all around should be in- 
terested to smother, and not to increase the con- 
flagration. He glided like night, from tent to 
tent, from house tohouse« making himself friends. 
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but not ia the Apoetle'a sense) with the Mamtnon 
of unrighteousness. As was said of another ac* 
tive politiefd agent, *^ his finger was in every 
man^s palm^ his mouth was in every num^s ear i* 
and for various reasons, soiiie of whieh we have 
fonuerly hinted at, he secured the favour of many 
Burgundian nobles, who either hadsooiething to 
hq)e or fear from France, or who thought that, 
sfere the power of Louis too iauch reduced, tiiciK 
own Duke would be likdy to pursue the road to 
de^tie authority, to which his heart naturally 
ilidined him, with a daring and unopposed pace. 
Where Oliver thou^t hia own presence or 
arguments might be less acceptable, he em^doyed 
that of other servants of the King ; audit was in 
this manner that he obtained, by the favour of the 
Count de Crevecoeur, an interview betwixt Lord 
Crawlcxd,accompaniedby Le Balafir^b, ahdQuen^ 
tin Durward, who, since he had arrived at Po* 
ronne^ had been detained in a sort of honourable 
confinement. Pntate affiurs were assigned aa 
the cause of reqne^ng this meeting ; but it is 
probabl^ diat CreveooeHur, who was afraid that his 
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maiter adght be stirred up ia pasdon to do Mwie- 
thing diihonourably vifJent towards Loiu% was 
not sorry to afford an q>portunity to Crawford 
to give some hints to the young Archer, wbidi 
migfat prove useful to bis master. 

The meeting between the countrymen was cm* 
dial and even affecting. 

. ^ Thou art a ssngular youth,^ said Crawfiird, 
stroking the hsaA of young Durward, as a grand- 
sire might do that of his descendant ; << Certes^ 
you have had as metide good fortune as if you 
bad been bom with a lucky-hood on your head^^ 
. '* All comes of his gaining an archer^s place at 
such early years^^^said Le Balafr^ ; ^< I never >ras 
so much talked of, fair nqdiew, because I was 
five^md-twenty years old before I was kors de 
page."" 

' ** And an ill-looking mountainous monster of 
a page thou wert, Ludovic,^ said the old com* 
mander, *< with a beard like a baker^s shool, and 
a back like old Wallace W^t"" 

** I fear,^ said .Quentin, with downcast eyes, 
** I shall enjoy that title to distinction but a 

5» 
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short tiine-<MiinGe it i» my purpose to resign, the 
service of the Archer-gunrd.^ 

Le Balafr^ was struck almost mute vnXh asto* 
mdnnetit, and Crawford's ancient features gleam- 
ed with displeasure. The former at lengtli mus- 
tared wofds enough to say, " Resign !-4eave your 
place in the Scottish Archers I-'HBach a thing was 
never dreamed of.*--I would not give lip my 
situation, to be made Constable of France.^ 

^* Hush t Ludorvic,^ said Crawford; " this 
youngster knows better how to eiiape his course 
with the wind than we of the old world do. His 
journey hath given him some pretty tales to tell 
about King Louis; and he is turning Burgundianr^ 
that he may make his own little profit by tilling 
them to Duke Charles.'' 

** If I thought so,'' said Le Balafire^ ** I would 
cut his throat with my own hand, were he fifty 
times my sister's son." 
. <* But you would first inquire, whether I de- 
served to be so treated, fair kinsman ?" answered 
Quentin;^'<and you, my lord, know that I am 
no tale-bearer ; nor shall either questbn or torture 
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dmw <mt €f me a w€9d to King LouVs prejudice^ 
which may have ocHue to my knowledge while I 
WW in his aenrice.— So far my oath of duty keeps 
me silent But I will not remain in that flenrioe, 
in irfuch, bendes the perils of fair battle with 
mineenemies^ I am tobeezposedtothe'dangers 
of ambuscade on the part of my friends.'^ 

** Nay, if he olgects to lying in amboscadey^ 
sidd Le Balafir^, looking sorrowfully at the Lewd 
Crawford, << I am afraid, my lord, that all is 
orer with him 1 I myielf have had thirQr budv- 
ments break upon me, and truly I think I have 
laid in ambuscade twice as often myself, it being 
a favourite pracdoe in our Kingf s mode of making 
war." 

<* It is 80 indeed, Ludovic,^ answered Lord 
Crawford ; << nevertheless, hold your peace, for 
I believe I understand this gear better than you 
do." 

** I wish to our Lady you may, my k>rd," 
answered Ludovic ; ^^ but it wounds me to the 
very midriff^ to think my sisterls son should fear 
an ambuslmient*" 

is 
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** Young man,^ said Crtcwtordj •* I partly 
gueas your meaning. You have met foul play on 
the road where you travelled by the King'^s com- 
mand, and you think you have reason to charge 
hkn with h&ng the author of it.*^ 

<< I have been threatened with foul play in the 
execution of the Eing^s conmiission ; but I have 
had thegood fortune to eludeit— "whether his Ma- 
jesty be innocent or guilty in the matter, I leave 
to God and his own consdence. He fed me 
when I was a-hungered — received me when I 
was a wandering stranger. I will never load him 
in his adversity with accusations which may in- 
deed be unjust, since I heard them only from the 
vilest mouths.^ 

•♦ My dear boy— ^my own lad T said Crawford, 
taking him in his arms— ^* Ye think like a Scot 
every joint of you !-— Like one that will forget a 
cause of quarrel with a friend whose back is al- 
ready at the wall, and remember nothing of him 
but his kindness.^^ 

*^ Since my Lord Crawford has embraced my 
nephew,^ said Ludovic Lesly, " I will embrace 
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him also— thoi^b I would have jou to know, that 
to understand die service' of an ambushment is 
as neoessarj to a soldier, as it is to apiiest to be 
able to read Us breviary.^ 

'< Be bushed, Ludovic,'* said Crawford ; ^* ye 
are an ass, my friend, and ken not the bless- 
ing Heaven has sent you in this braw callant.— 
And now tell me, Quentin my man, hath the 
King any advice of this brave, christian, and 
manly resolution of yours ? for, poor man, he had 
need in bis strait to ken what he has to reckon 
upon. Had be but brought the whole brigade 
of Guards with him ! — But God^s will be done-^ 
Kens he of your purpose diink you ?^ 

^^ I really can hardly tell,^ answered Quentin ; 
<< but I assured hia learned Astrologer, Miartius 
G«leotti, of my resolution to be silent on all that 
could injure the King with the Duke of Burgun- 
dy. The pardoulars which I suspect^ I Will 
not (under your favour) communicate even to 
your lordship ; and to the philosopher I was, of 
course, far less willing to unfold myself.^ 

" Ha J— ay I-^** answered Lord Crawford— 
** Oliver did indeed tell me that Galeotti prophe* 
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sicd most stoutly ooneeniiQg the line of oandhsict 
you were to hold ; a&d I am truly glad to find he 
did so on better authority than the stars.^ 

** He prophecy T said Le Balafr6, laughiag; 
^< the stars never told him that hottest Ludovic 
Lesly used to help yonder wench of his to spend 
the fair ducats he flings into her lap.**^ 

<< Hush ! Ludovic,^ said his captain^ *i faiish ! 
thou beast) man !-^If thou dost not respect my 
grey hairs^ because I hate been e^en too much of 
a fnm&er myself, respect the boy^s youth and in» 
aocence, and let us have no more of such unbe- 
coming daffing.^^ 

*' Your honour may say yourfileasure,^ answer*- 
ed Ludovic Lesly; ^^ but, by my faith, seoond- 
aig^ted Saunders Souplesaw, the town-souter of 
Glen-houlakin, was worth GaUotti, or GaUipotty, 
or whatever ye call him, twice-told for a prophet. 
£e foretold that all my sister^s children would die 
aome day ; and he foretold it in the v^ hour 
that the youngest was born, and that is this lad 
Quentin-— who, no doubt, will one day die, to 
make up the prophecy— -the morels the juty— the 
whole cumey of them is gone but himself. And 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



212 CHAP. VIII. THS INTERVIEW. 

Saunders foretold to myself one day, that I should 
be made by marriage, which doubtless wiH also 
happen in due time, though it hath not yet come 
to pass thou^ how or when I can hardly guess, 
as I care not myself for the wedded state, and 
Quentin is but a lad. Also, Saunders predict- 
ed "* 

« Nay,'* said Lord Crawford, « unless the 
prediction be singularly to the purpose, I must 
cut you short, my good liudovic, for both you 
and I must now leave your nephew, with pray- 
ers to Our Lady to strengthen him in the good 
mind he is in ; fm- this is a case in which a light 
word might do more mischief than all the Parlia- 
ment of Paris could mend.-p-My blessing with 
you, my lad; and be in no hurry to think of lea- 
ving our body, for there will be good blows going 
presently in the eye of day, and no ionbuscade.^ 

^' And my blessing too, nephew,^ said Ludo- 
vic Ledey ; *^ for anoe you have satisfied our 
most noble captain, I also am satisfied, as in duty 
bound*"* 

** Stay, my lord,** said Quentin, and led L(M*d 
Crawford a little apart from his uncle. *< I must 
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not forget to mention, that thiere is a person be- 
sides in the world, who, having learned from me 
these circumstances, which it is essential to Kii^ 
Louisas safety should at present remain conceal- 
ed, may not think that the same obligation of se- 
crecy which attaches to me ais the King^s soldier, 
and as having been relieved by his bounty, is at 
all binding on her.^ 

" On her T replied Crawford ; " nay, if there 
be a woman in the secret, the Lord ba^ mercy, 
for we are all on the rocks again !^ 

*' Do not suppose so, my lord,^ replied Dur- 
ward, << but use your interest with the Count of 
Crevecceur to permit me an interview with the 
Countess Isabelle of Croye, who is the party pos- 
sessed of my secret, and I doubt not that I can 
persuade her to be as silent as I shall unquestion- 
ably myself remain, concerning whatsoever may 
incense the Duke against King Louis.*" 

The old soldier mused for a long dme-^looked 
up to the ceiling, then down again upon the floor 
-—then shook his head,— and at length said, 
*< There is something in all this, which, by my 
honour, I do not understand. The Countess 
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Isabelle of Croye !«-<-aii interview with a Ifidy of 
her birth, blood, and possessions I^p-and thou a 
raw Scottish lad, so certun of carrying thy pc»nt 
with her ? Thou art either strangely confident^ 
my young friend, or else you have used your 
Ume well upon the journey. But, by the Crow 
of Saint Andrew ! I will move Crevecoeur in thy 
behalf; and as he truly fears that Duke Charles 
may be provoked agiunst the Kbg to Uie extre- 
mity of falling foul, I think it likely he may grant 
thy request, though, by my honour, it is a.comift 
cal one V* 

So saying, and shrugging up his shoulders, the 
old Lord l^t the apartment, followed by Ludo- 
vie Lesley, who, forming his looks on those of 
his principal, endeavoured, though knowing no- 
thing of the cause of bis wonder, to look as my^ 
terious and important as Crawford himself. 

In a few minutes Crawford returned, but witb^ 
out hisattendant Le Balafr6. The old man seem* 
ed in singular humour, lauding and chuckling 
to himself in a manner which strangely distorted 
his old and rigid features, and at the same time 
shakily his head, aa at somethii^ which he could 
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not help condemoing, while he found it irremst* 
ibly ludicrous. ^^ My certes, countryman,^ said 
he, ^^ but you are not blate-— you will never lose 
fair lady for faint heart ! Crevecoeur swallowed 
your proposal as he would have done a cup of 
vinegar^ and swcnre to me roundly, by all the 
Saints in Burgundy, that, but that the honour of 
princes and the peace of kingdoms were at stake, 
you should never see even so much as the print of 
the Countess Isabelle^s foot on the clay. Were it 
not that he had a dame, and a fair one, I would 
have thought that he meant to break a lancefor the 
prize himself. Perhaps he thinks of his nephew, 
the County Stephen. A Countess! — would no 
less serve you to be minting at ?— But come along 
.--*your interview with her must be brief-*But I 
fancy you know how to make the most of little 
time— lio ! ho ! ho i— By my faith, I caxk hardly 
chide thee for the presumption, I have such a 
good will to laugh at it !^ 

With a brow like scarlet, at once offended and 
disconcerted by the blunt inferences of the old 
soldier, and vexed at beholding in what an absurd 
light his passion was viewed by every person of 
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experience, Durward followed Lord Crawford in 
gilence to the Ursuline convent in which the 
Countess was lodged, and in the parlour of which 
he found the Count de Crevecoeur. 

" So, young gallant,^ said the latter, sternly, 
<< you must see the fair companion of your ro- 
mantic expedition once more, it seems ?^ 

•* Yes, my Lord Count,*' answered Quentin, 
firmly ; ** and, what is more, I must see her 
alone.^ 

<< That shall never be,"" said the Count de 
Crevecoeur. "Lord Crawford, I make you judge. 
This young lady, the daughter of my old friend 
and companion in arms, the richest heiress in 
Burgundy, has confessed a sort of ap— what was 
I going to say ? — ^in short, she is a fool, and your 
man-at-arms here a presumptuous coxcomb — In 
a word, they shall not meet alone.^ 

*< Th^n will I not speak a angle word to the 
Countess in your presence,^ said Quentin, much 
delighted. ** You have told me muck that I did 
not dare, presumptuous as I may be, even to 
hope."" 

** Ay, truly said, my friend,'* said Crawford. 
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** You have been imprudent in your communica- 
tions ; and since you refer to me, and there is a 
good stout grating across the parlour, I would 
advise you to trust to it, and let them do the 
worst with their tongues. What, man ! the life 
of a King, and many thousands besides, is not to 
be weighed with the chance of two young things 
whilly-whawing in Uk other^s ears for a minute.^ 

So saying, he dragged oflPCrevecceur, who fol- 
lowed very reluctantly, and casting many angry 
glances at the young Archer as he left the room. 

In a moment after, the Countess Isabelle en- 
tered on the other side of the grate, and no sooner 
saw Quentin alone in the parlour, than she stopped 
short, and cast her eyes on the ground for the 
space of half a minute. ^< Yet why should I be 
ungrateful,^ she said, ^^ because others are un- 
justly suspicious ?— My friend— my preserver, I 
may almost aay, so much have I been beset by 
treachery— my only faithful and constant friend !^ 

As she spoke thus, she extended her hand to 
him through the grate, nay, su£Pered him to re- 
tain it, until he had covered it with kisses, not 
unmingled with tears. She only said, << Dur- 
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ward, were we ever to meet i^n, I wculd not 
permit this folly ."^ 

If it be ooaodered that Quentisi bad guarded 
her through so many perils— -that he had boen, 
in truth) ha* ooly faithful and zealous protector, 
perhaps my fair seeders^ even if countesses and 
bdjpesses should be of the number, will pardon 
the derogation. 

But the Countess extricated her hand at len^, 
and steppi^ a piace bsek fnwa the gral;e, asked 
Durward, in a very embmraased tone, what boon 
he had to ask of her ?— ^^ For that you have a 
request to make, I have learned from the old 
Scottish Lord, who came here but now with my 
cousin of Crevecoeur. Let it be but reasonable,^ 
she said, ^ but such as poor Isabelle can grant 
with duty and honour uninfringed, and you can* 
not tax my slender powers too highly. But, O I 
do not speak hastily-^o not say,^ she added, , 
looking around with timidity, ^^ au^t that might, 
if oi^erheard, do prejudice to us both»^ 

** Fear not, noble lady^^ said Quentiiiy sen:- 
FowfuUy ; <Mt is not here that I can forget the 
distanee which fate has jdaoed between us^ or 
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^j^poe^ you to the ceitaures oi your proud kiu^ 
i^r^, aa the object of the most devoted love to 
9«e, poor^ aod less powerfuWnot perhaps less 
9oble thaQ themsdves. L^ that pass like a dream 
^ the 9i^ht to all hut one bosom, where, dream 
1^ H i»f it wiU fill up the room of all existiug 
l«HUtie».'' 

" Hush I bush r said Isabdle ; " for your 
^msk ^Bke,'^i» i»ine» — ^be silent on such a them^ 
Teil me rather what it is you have to ask of 
me." 

^^ Forgiveness to one, who, for bis own selfish 
vtews> hath con/^uc^ himself as your enemy,'' 

^ I trust I forgive all my euemies,'' answered 
XsabeUe; ^^ but oh, DurwardI through what 
scenes has your courage and presence of min<l 
protected me !w^ Yonder bloody hall*-*the good 
Bishop-^I knew not till yesterday half the hor- 
rors I bad unconsciously witnesiied I'' 

** Do not think on them,'' said Quentin, who 

saw the transient colour which had come to her 

cheek during their conference, fast fading into 

the most deadly paleness-*-*^^ Do not look back, 

but look steadily ft^rward, as they needs must 
11 
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who walk in a perilous road. Hekrken to me. 
King Louis deserves nothing better at your hand, 
of all others, than tq be proclaimed the wily and 
insidious politician, which he really is. But to 
tax him as the encourager of your flightF-Hstill 
more as the author of a plan to throw you into 
the hands of De la Marck — ^will at this moment 
produce perhaps the King^s death or dethrone- 
ment ; and, at all events, the most bloody war 
between France and Burgundy which the two 
countries have ever been engaged in."*" 

<^ These evils shall not arrive for my sake, if 
they can be prevented,^ said the Countess Isa- 
belle ; ^^ and indeed your slightest request were 
enough to make me forego my revenge, were that 
at any time a passion which I deeply cherish. Is 
it possible I would rather remember King Louisas 
injuries than your invaluable services ?-~Yet how 
is this to be ? When I am called before my Sove- 
reign, the Duke of Burgundy, I must either 
«tand silent, or speak the truth. The former 
would be contumacity ; and to a false tale you 
will tiot desire me to train my tongue.^ 

" Surely not,^' said Durward ; " but let your 
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evidence ooneerning Louis be confined to whait 
you yourself positively know to be truth ; and 
when you mention what others have reported, 
no matter how credibly, let it be as reports only, 
and beware of pledging your own personal evi- 
dence to that, which, though you may fully be- 
lieve, you cannot personally know. The assem- 
bled Council of Burgundy cannot refuse to a 
Monarch the justice, which in my country is ren^ 
dered to the meanest person under accusatioiii 
They must esteem him innocent, until direct and 
sufficient proof shall demonstrate his guilt. Now, 
what doefs not consist with your own certain 
knowledge, should be proved by other evidence 
than your report from hearsay.'' 

" I think I understand you," said the Count- 
ess Isabelle. 

*^ I will make my meaning" plainer,'' said Quen- 
tin, and was illustrating it accordingly by more 
than one instance, when the convent-bell tolled. 

" That," said the Countess, " is a »gnal that 
we must part— part for ever !— -But do not forget 
me, Durward ; I will never forget you— your 
futfaful services — ^" 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CKAJP. Till. THE IKTERTIEW. 

8he could Mt speak note^ but agun extended 
her handy which warn again presaed to hialipi; and 
I know not how it was, that, in endeatoufing to 
withdraw her hand, die Countess came so dose 
to the grating, that Quentin was encouraged to 
press the adieu on her lips. The young lady did 
not chide him— -perhaps there was no tim^ £ot 
Crevecomr and Crawford, who had been from 
some loop4iole eye-witnesses^ if not ear-witnessed 
also, of what was passing, rushed into the apart* 
ment, the first in a towering passion, the latter 
laughing, and holding him back. 

<< To your chamber, young mistress— to your 
chamber,^ exclaimed the Count to Isabdle, who, 
flingbg down her ymI, retired in all hastet-*-^ 
^ which should be exclumged for a cell, and bread 
and water.— And you, gentle sir, who are so mal* 
apert, the time will come when the interests of 
kings and kingdoms may not be connected with 
such as you are, and you shall then learn the 
penalty of your audacity in raising your beggar- 
ly eyes ^ 

^^ Hush ! hush !— «nQUgh said— ^rein up*— rein 
up,^« said the old Lord ;-^<< and you^ Quentin, I 
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ooiamaiid you, be silent, and begone to jovr 
quarters.— There is no snch room 'for Kom uA- 
iheTy Sir Count of CreTccoeur-'— Qoeiitin Duf^ 
ward is as much a g^tlemsn as the King, only, 
as the Spaniard says, not so rich. He is as noble 
as myself, and I am chief of my name. Tush, 
iuab, man, you must not speak to us of penalties.^ 

<^ My lord, my lord,^ said Crevecoeur, impa- 
tiently, <^ the insolence of these foreign mercenai. 
lies is proverbial, and should receiTe rather re- 
buke than encouragement from you, who are Uieir 
leader.*^ 

" My Lord Count,^ answered Crawford^ " I 
have ordered my command for these fifty years, 
without advice dther from Frenchman or Bur-- 
gundian ; and I intend to do so, under your fa^ 
vour, so long as I shall continue to hold iu^ 

" Well, well, my lord,^ said Creveccsur, ** I 
meant you no disrespect ; your nobleness, as well 
as your age, aititle you to be privileged in your 
impatience ; and for these young people, I am 
satisfied to overlook the past, since I will take 
care that they never meet again.^ 

*^ Do not take that upon your salvation, Creve«. 
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cceur,^ said the old Lord, laughing , ^* mouii* 
tains, it is said, may meet, and why not mortal 
creatures that have legs, and life and love to put 
those legs in motion ? Yon kiss, Crevecoeur, 
came tenderly off— methinks it was ominous.*" • 

<^ You are striving agun to disturb my pa- 
tience," said Crevecoeur, ** but I will not pve 
you that advantage over me. Hark ! they toll 
the summons to the Castle^-an awful meeting, of 
which Grod only can foretel the issue.'" 

*< This issue I can foretel,^^ said the old Scot- 
tish Lord, ^^ that if violence is to be offered to 
the person of the King, few as his friends are, 
and surrounded by his enemies, he shall neither 
fall alone nor unavenged ; and grieved I am, that 
his own positive orders have prevented my taking 
measures to prepare for such an issue«^ 

" My Lord of Crawford,*" said the Burgun- 
dian, ^^ to anticipate such evil is the sure way 
to pve occasion to it. Obey the orders of your 
royal master, and give no pretext for violence by 
taking hasty offence, and you will find that the 
day wiU pass over more smoothly than you now 
conjecture.'*^ 
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THE INVESTIGATION 



Me rather had, my heart might feel your love. 
Than my displeased eye see your courtesy. 
Up, cousin, up— your heart is up, I know, 
Thus high at least— although your knee— 

King Richard II. 



At the first toll of the bell, whidi was to 
summon the great nobles of Burgundy together 
in council, with the very few French peers who 
were to be present on the occasion, Duke Charles, 
followed by a part of his train, armed with parti- 
zans and battle-axes^ entered the Hall of Pier- 
berths Tower, in the Castle of Peronne. King 
Louis, who had expected the visit, arose and 
made two steps towards the Duke, and then re- 
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mained standing with an air of dignity, which, 
in spite of the meanness of his dress, and the &- 
miliarity of his ordinary manners, he knew very 
well how to assume when he judged it necessary. 
Upon the present important crisis, the composure 
of his demeanour had an evident effect upon his 
rival, who changed the abrupt and hasty step with 
which he entered the apartment, into one more 
becoming a great vassal entering the presence of 
his Lord Paramount. Apparently the Duke had 
formed the intemial resolution to treat Louis, in the 
outset at least, with the formalities due to his high 
station ; but at the same time it was evident, that, 
in doing so, he put no smaU constraint upon the 
fiery impitience of his own disposition, and was 
scatoe able to control the feelings of resentment, 
and the thirst of revenge, which boiled in his bo-' 
som. Hence, though he compelled himself to use- 
the outward acts, and in some degree the lan- 
guage, of courtesy and reverence, his colour came 
and went rapidly — ^his voice was abrupt, hoatse,' 
and broken — ^his limbs shook, as impatient of the 
curb imposed on his motions — ^he frowned, and Int 
his lip until the blood came — ^and every look and 
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movement shewed that the most passionate prince 
who ever Kved, was under the dominion of oije of 
his most violent accesses of fury. 

The King marked this war of passion with a 
cahn and untroubled eye ; for, though he gather- 
ed from the Duke^s looks a foretaste of the Ht- 
temess of death, which he dre^ed idike as a mor- 
tal and a siiiM man, yet he was resolved, like 
a wary and skilfrd pilot, neither to suffer himself 
to be disconcerted by his own fears, nor to aban^ 
don the helm, while there was a chance of sa- 
ving the vessel. When the Duke, in a hoarse and 
broken time, said something of the scar(;ity of 
his accommodations, he answered with a smile, that 
he could not complain, since he had as yet found 
Herbertfs Tower a better residence than it had 
proved to one of his ancestors. 

" They toldyou the tradition then?" said Charles 
— ^^ Yes— here he was slain — ^but it was because 
he refused to take the cowl, and finish his days in 
a monastery.^ 

" The more fool he,'' said Louis, affecting un- 
concern, <^ since he gained the torment of being 
a martyr, without the merit of being a saint.'*' 
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<^ I come,'*^ said the Duke, ^^ to pray your Ma- 
jesty to attend a high couqi^l, at which things of 
weight are to be deliberated upon concerning the 
welfare of France and Burgundy. You will pre- 
sently meet' them — that is, if such be your plea- 
sure ^^ 

" Nay, my fair cousin,'^ said the King, *^ ne- 
Tcr strain courtesy so far, as to entreat what you 
may so boldly command— To council, since such 
is your Grace^s pleasure. We are somewhat shorn 
of our train,^ he added, looking upon the small 
suit that arranged themselves to attend him — 
" but you, cousin, must shine out for us both.^ 

Marshalled by Toison d''Or,. chief of the he- 
ralds of Burgundy, the Princes left the Earl Her- 
bert's Tower, and entered the castle-yard, which ' 
Louis observed was filled with the Duke^s body- 
guard and men-at-arms, splendidly accoutred, and 
drawn up in martial array. Crossing the court, they 
entered the Council-hall, which was in a much more 
modem part of the building than that of which 
Louis had been the tenant, and though in disre- 
pair, had been hastily arranged for the solemnity 
of a public council. Two chairs of state were 
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erected under the same canopy, that for the King 
being raised two steps higher than that which the 
Duke was to oceupy ; about twenty of the chief 
nobility sat, arranged in due ord^, on either hand 
of the chairs of state ; and thus, when they were 
both seated, the person for whose trial, as it might 
be called, the council was summoned, held the 
highest place, and appeared to preside in it. 

It was perhaps to get rid of this inconsistency, 
and the scruples which might have been inspired 
by it, that Duke Charles, having bowed slightly 
to the royal chair, bluntly opened the sitting with 
the following words :— 

^^ My good vassals and counsellors, k is not 
unknown to you what disturbances have arisen in 
our territorities, both in our father's time, and in 
our own, from the rebellion of vassals against su- 
periors, and subjects against their princes. And 
lately, we have had the most dreadful proof of the 
height to which these evils have arrived in our case, 
by the scandalous flight of the Countess Isabelle of 
Croye, and her aunt the Lady Hameline, to take 
refiige with a foreign power, thereby renouncing ^ 
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their fealty to us, and inferriBg the forfeiture of 
their fiefs ; and in another more dreadful and de- 
'plorable instance, by the sacrilegious and bloody 
'murder of our beloved brother and ally the Bi- 
ishop of Liege, and the rebellion of that treacher- 
tms city, which was but too mildly punished for 
the last insurrection. We have been informed 
that these siEid events may be traced, not merely 
to the inconstancy and folly of women, and the 
presumption of pampered citizens, but to the 
agency of foreign power, and the interference of 
a mighty neighbour, from whom, if good deeds 
could merit any return in kind. Burgundy could 
have expected nothing but the most sincere and 
devoted friendship. If this should prove truth,^ 
siEud the Duke, setting his teeth, and pressing 
his heel against the ground, *^ what consideration 
shall withhold us — the means being in our power 
— from taking such measures, as shall e£^tually, 
and at the very source, close up the main spring, 
'from which these evils have yearly flowed on us ?'" 
The Duke had begun his s^ech with, some 
calmness, but he elevated his voice at the conclu- 
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sion ; and the last sentence was spdken in a tone, 
which made all the counsellors tremble,, and 
brought a transient fit of paleness across the King^s 
cheeL He instantly recalled his courage, how- 
ever, and addressed the council in his turn, in a 
tone evincing so much ease and composure, that 
the Duke, though he seemed desirous to interrupt 
or stop him, found no decent opportunity to do 
so. 

" Nobles of Prance and of Burgundy,^ he 
said, ^^ Knights of the Holy Spirit and of the 
Golden Fleece 1 since a King must plead his cause 
as an accused person, he cannot desire nobler 
judges, than the flower of nobleness, and muster 
and pride of chivalry. Our &ir cousin of Bur- 
gundy hath but darkened the dispute between us, 
in so far as his courtesy has declined to state it 
in precise terms* I, who have no cause for ob- 
serving such delicacy, nay, whose condition per- 
mits me not to do so, crave leave to speak more 
precisely. It is to Us, my lords-^to Us, his liege 
Lord, his kinsman, his ally, that unhappy cir- 
cumstances, perverting pur cousin^s clear judg- 
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ment and better nature, have induced him to ap- 
ply the hateful charges of seducing his vassab 
from their allegiance, stirring up the people of 
Liege to revolt, and* stinadating the outlawed. 
William de la Marck to commit a most cruel and 
sacrilegious murder. Nobles of France and Bur- 
gundy, I might truly appeal to the circumstances 
in which I now stand, as being in themselves a 
complete contradiction of such an accusation; 
for is it to be supposed, that, having the sense of 
a rational being left me, I should have thrown 
myself unreservedly into the power of the Duke of 
Burgundy, while I was practising treachery against 
him, such as could not fail to be discovered, and 
which, being discovered, must place me, as I now 
stand, in the power of a justly exasperated prince ? 
The folly of one who should seat himself quietly 
down to repose on a mine, after he had lighted 
the vdatch which was to cause instant explosion, 
would have been wisdom compared to mine. I 
have no doubt, that, amongst the perpetrators of 
those horrible treasons at Schonwaldt, villams 
have been busy with my name— but am I to be 
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answerable, who have given them no right to use 
it ?— If two silly women, disgusted on account of 
some romantic cause of displeasure, sought refoge 
at my court, does it follow that they did so by my 
direction ? — It will be foimd, when inquired into, 
that, since honour and chivalry forbade my send- 
ing them back prisoners to the Court of Burgundy, 
— ^which I think, gentlemen, no one who wears the 
collar of these orders would suggest, — ^that I came 
as nearly as possible to the same point, by "placing 
them in the hands of the venerable father in God, 
who is now a saint in heaven.'^ — Here Louis 
seemed much affected, and pressed his kerchief to 
his eyes — ^^ In the hands, I say, of a member of 
my own family, and still more closely united with 
that of Burgundy, whose situation, exalted con- 
dition in the church, and, alas ! whose numerous 
virtues, qualified him to be the protector of these 
unhappy wanderers for a little while, and the me- 
diator betwixt them and their liege Lord. I say, 
therefore, the only circumstances which seem in 
my brother of Burgundy^s hasty view of this sub- 
ject, to argue unworthy suspicions against me. 
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are such as can be explained on the fairest and 
most honouvable motives ; and I say, moreover, 
that no one particle of crediUe evideace can be 
brought to support the in^furious charges which 
have induced my btother to alter his firiendly 
looks towards one who came to him in ftill confi- 
dence of friendship, have caused him to turn his 
festive haU into a court of justice, and his hospi- 
table apartments into a prison."" 

^^ My lord, my lord,"" said Charles, breaking 
in 1^0 soon as the King paused, ^^ for your bemg 
here at a time so unluckily coinciding wil^ the 
execution of your projects, I can only account by 
supposing, that those who make it their trade to 
impose on others, do sometimes egr^oudy de* 
lude themselves. The engineer is sometimes kill- 
ed by the s|Hinging of his own petard.— For what 
is to follow, let it depend on the event of this so- 
lemn inquiry — Bring hither the Countess Isabelle 
ofCroyeT 

As the young lady was introduced, supported 
on the one side by the Countess of Crevecceur, 
who had her husband^s commands to that ^fiect, 
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and on the other by the Abbess of the Ursu- 
line convent, Charles exclaimed, with his usual 
harshness of voice and manner, — *^ Soh ! si^eet 
Princess— you, who could scarce find breath to an- 
swer us when we last laid our just and reasonable 
commands on you, yet have had wind enough to 
irun as long a course as ever did hunted doe — 
what think you of the fidr work you have made 
between two great Princes, and two mighty coun- 
tries, that have been like to go to war for your 
baby face ^ 

The publicity of the scene, and the violence 
of CharWs manner, totally overcame the reso- 
lution which Isabelle had formed of throwing her- 
self at the Duke^s feet, and imploring him to take 
possession of her estates, and permit her to retire 
into a cloister. She stood motionless like a ter- 
rified female in a storm, who hears the thunder 
roll on every side of her, and apprehends, in every 
fresh peal, the bolt which is to stirike her dead. 
The Countess of Crevecoeur, a woman of spirit 
equal to her birth and to the beauty which she 
preserved even in her matronly years, judged it 
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necessary to interfere. " My Lord Duke,** she 
said, ^^ my fair cousin is under my protection. I 
know better than your Grace how women should 
be treated, and we will leave this presence in- 
stantly, unless you use a tone and language more 
suitable to our rank and sex.^^ 

The Duke burst out into a laugh. " Creve- 
coeur,^^ he said, ^^ thy tameness hath made a lord- 
ly dame of thy Countess ; but that is no afiair of 
mine. Give a seat to yonder simple girl, to whom, 
so &r from feeling enmity, I design the highest 
grace and honour. — Sit down, mistress, and tell 
us at your leisure what fiend possessed you to fly 
from your native country, and embrace the trade 
of a damsel adventurous.^^ 

With much pain, and not without several in- 
terruptions, Isabelle confessed, that, being abso- 
lutely determined against a match proposed to her 
by the Duke of Burgundy^ she had indulged the 
hope of obtaining protection of the Court of 
France. 

" And under protection of the French Mo- 
narch,^' said Charles— << Of that, doubtless, you 
were well assured ?'" 
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^^ I did indeed so think myself assured,^ said 
the Countess Isabelle, ^^ otherwise I had not ta- 
ken a step so decided.^ — Here Charles looked 
upon Loui& with a smile of inexpressible bitter- 
ness, which the King supported with the utmost 
firmness, excepting that his lip grew something 
whiter than it was wont to be.—" But my infor- 
mation concerning King Louisas intentions to- 
wards us,^ continued the Countess, after a diort 
pause, " was almost entirely derived from my un- 
happy aunt, the Lady Hameline, and her opi- 
nions were formed upon the assertions and insi- 
nuations of persons whom I have since discovered 
to be the vilest traitors, and most faithless wretch- 
es in the world.'^ She then stated, in brief terms, 
what she had since come to learn of the treach- 
ery of Marthon, and of Hayraddin Maugrabin, 
and added, that she ^^ entertained no doubt that 
the elder Maugrabin, called Zamet, the origmal 
adviser of their flight, was capable of every spe- 
cies of treachery, as well as of assuming the cha- 
racter of an agent of Louis without authority.'" 

There was a pause while the Countess had 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



238 CHAB. IX. THE INVESTIGATION. 

continued her story, which she prosecuted, though 
very briefly, from the time she left the territories 
of Burgundy, in company with her aunt, until the 
storming of Schonwaldt, and her final surrender 
to the Count of Crevecoeur. All remained mute 
after she had finished her brief and broken narra- 
tive, and the Duke of Burgundy bent his fierce 
dark eyes on the ground, like one who seeks for a 
pretext to indulge his passion, but finds none suf- 
ficiently plausible to justify himself in his own 
eyes. " The mole,'' he said at length, lookmg 
upwards, ^^ winds not his dark subterranean path 
beneath our feet the less certainly, thiit we, though 
conscious of his motions, cannot absolutely trace 
them. Yet I would know of King Louis, where- 
fore he maintained these ladies at his Court, had 
they not gone thither by his own invitation.'' 

*^ I did not so entertain them, fair coudn," an- 
swered the King. " Out of compassion, hideed, 
I received them in privacy, but took an early op- 
portunity of placing them under the protection of 
the late excellent Bishop, your own ally, and w'ha 
was (may God assoil him !) a better judge than I, 
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or any secular prince, how to reconcile the pro-.- 
tection due to fiigitiyes, with the duty which a 
king owes to his ally from whose dominions they 
have fled. I boldly ask this young lady, whether 
my reception of thejn was cordial, or whether it 
was not, on the contrary, such as made them ex- 
press regret that they had made my Court their 
place of refuge ?'^ 

^^ So much was it otherways than cordiaV^ an^ 
swered the Countess, ^^ that it induced me, at 
least, to doubt how fiur it was possible that your 
Majesty should have actually given, the invita- 
tion of which we had be^i assured, by those who 
called themselves your agents ; since, supposing 
them to have proceeded only as they were duly 
authorized, it would have been hard to reconcile 
your Majesty^s conduct with that to be expected 
from a king, a knight, and a gentleman.^ 

The Countess turned her eyes to the King as 
she spoke, with a look which was probably in- 
tended as a reproach, but the breast of Louia was 
armed agiunst all such artillery. On the contrary, 
waving slowly his expanded hands, and looking 

17 
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around the cirde, lie seemed to make a trittmph^ 
ant appeal to aU present, upon tbe testimony borne 
to his innocence in the Countesses reply. 

Burgundy, meanwhile, cast on him a look which 
seemed to say, that if in some degree silenced, he 
was as far as ever firom being satisfied, and then 
said abruptly to the Countess, — ^^ Methinks, fair 
mispress, in this accoimt of your wanderings, you 
have forgot all mention of certain love-passages 
— -Soj hoi blushing abeady ?— Certain knights 
of the forest, by whom your quiet was for a time 
interrupted. Well — ^that incident hath come to 
our ear, and something we may presently form 
out of it.— Tell me. King Louis, were it not well, 
before this vagrant Helen of Troy, or of Croye, 
sets more kings by the ears, were it not well to 
carve out a fitting match for her F* 

King Louis, though consdous what ungratefiil 
proposal was like to be made next, gave a calm 
and silent assent to what Charles said ; but the 
Countess herself was restored to courage by the 
very extremity of her situation. She quitted the 
arm of the Countess of Crevecoeur, on which she 

15 
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had hitherto leaned, came fimrard timkyy, yet 
with an air of dignity, and, kneeling befixte the 
Duke^s throne, thus addressed him:--«^< Noble 
Duke of Bnigundy, and my liege Jaotd; I ac- 
inamUige my fault in having withdrawn myself 
from your dominionB without your gracioua pei- 
nuasion, and will most humbly aoquiesce in any 
fmtitf you are pleased to impose. I place my 
lands and castles at your rightfiil diqnsal, and 
pray you only of your own bounty, and for the 
sake of my father^s memory, to allow the last of 
the line of Croye such a moderate maintenance 
as may find h&t admission into a convent for the 
remauider of her life."" 

*< What think you. Sire, of the young peraonlB 
petitioii to us ?'' said the Duke, addressing Louis. 

" As of a holy and humble motion,'' said the 
Kii^, *^ which doubdess comes from that grace 
which ought not to be resisted or withstood."^ 

** The humble and lowly shall be oudted,'" said 
Charles. ** Arise, Countess Isabelle^-we ikiean 
belter tdat you than you have devised for youradf. 
We jiteask neith^ to sequestrate your estates, nor 

rot, iti. a 
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to abase your honours, but, on the contrary, wiU 
add largely to both.'' 

<^ Aim} my lord,^ said the Countess, ixaalir 
nuing on her knees, ^^ it is even that well-nieaitt 
goodness which I fear still mare ibm your Gracels 
-difipleasufe, sinoe it compels me— — ^ 

f ^ Saint George of Burgundy V^ sai^ Duke 
Charles, ^^ Is our will to be thwarted, and our 
4X>mmands disputed, at every turn ? Up, I say, 
minion, and withdraw for the present^-f-wh^i we 
Jiaye time to think of thee, we will so order mat- 
ters, that, Teste^Smnt-Gris I you shall either 
vobey us, or do worse.'" 

Notwithstanding this stem answer, the Couiv- 
iess Isabelle remained at his feet, and would pro- 
jnbly, by her pertbadty, have diiven him to say 
jBomething yet more severe, had not the Countess 
of Crevecoeur, who better knew that Princess hu- 
mour, interfered to raise her young friend, and 
.to conduct her from thehalL 

Quentin Durward was now summoned to ap- 
pear, and presented himself before the King apd 
Dnk€» with that fireedom, distant alike firom bash- 
fill reserve and intrusive boldness, whidi becomes 
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a youth at once well-born and weU-nuriured, 
who g^yes honour where it is due, but without 
permitting himself to be dazzled or confused by 
die presence of those to whom it is to be rendered 
His uncle had furnished him with the means of 
again equipping himself in the arms and dress of 
an Ardier of the Scottish Guard, and his com* 
plexion, mien, and air, smgularly fitted his splen^ 
did appearance. His great youth, too, prqx>CN 
sessed the counsdlors in his favour, the riather that 
]M> one could easily believe that the sagacious 
Louis would have chosen so very young a person 
to become the confidant of polifical intrigues ; and 
thus the King enjoyed, in this as in other cases, 
considerable advantage from his singular dioiee 
of agents, in the dass of age as wdl as of rank, 
where such election seemed least' likely to be 
made. At the command of the Duke, sanctioned 
by that of Louis, Quentin commenced an account 
of his joum^ with the Ladies of Croye to the 
neighbourhood of Liege, premising a statement 
of Ejng Louisas instructions, which were, that he 
should escort them safely to the casde of the Bi- 
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. ^ And )roii obeyed my orders aofDordingly,'^ 
sftid die King. 

'< I did. Sire,'' replied die Soot 

^ Ton omit a laicumetitioe,^ said Ae Duke^ 
^Ycfa were set upon in the feresk l^ two wan- 
aeriBg knigkts.^ 

' ^^ It does M>t become me to remember or to pro^ 
dtttd such an ineidnt,'" eaid t1» yotttlii bhwhing 
ingennoudy. 

: '* But it doth not become me to forget it,^ said 
dm Dttke of Orleans. *< This youth discharged 
hb commission maitfiiUy , and maintained his trust 
hi a manner thi^ I diall loi^ reme»ber.>«i^Come 
tomyapairtmehty Archer, when dds matter is ov«r, 
and dion shalt find I have not &fgot thy bemre 
hearing, while I am glad to see it is eqoidled by 
thy modesty.'' 

• ; *^ And G<»(ie to mine,* said Danois. <' I have 
A lirimet for thee^ since I think I owe thee one.*' 
^Qaeiitin bowed low, and the examination was re- 
timed. At die command of Duke Churles^ hb 
^odiiced the written instraetions which ho had 
•ieeaved for the &ecdon of his journey. 
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s<M)€ir?''8iidtWDiaGe. o 

^ N05 if il please yom Grtoe^"' srepKed Qi&bb» 
tiai. ^ Tb^ 4i]mted me^ M you may be ideflff^ 
to ohsenre, te crosft the Maes^neav Nautnr; 
uliereas I kept the left bfmh, as beittg^ fab A A« 
iMj^er and the aafer xoad tor Uegi,'*': 

«' And vherefibre that aktartioii ?"* said dw 
Duke. 

. ^^ Because I began ta sitfpeet the fiddit^ cf my 
gnide^^ answered Quentb. 
^ ^* Now mark the qoestabns I have next to ask 
thee,"" said the Duke. << Bqily tndy to them, aad 
fear holifamg from the resentoieftt of any one. 
But if you palter or double in your answecs^ I 
xrill have thee hung aliye ii| an iron*ehaan fiom 
the steeple of the marketJkouse^ wheore thou shak 
mdi for death for many an houx ore he ^aie to 
relieve you V^ 

. There was a deep silence ensued. At length, 
having g^ven the youth time, as he thought^ to 
■consider the circumstances in whiehhe was placed 
the Duke demanded to know of Durward, ^ho his 
guide was, by whom supplied, and wherefore he 
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had been led to oitertam sospdkm of liim ? To 
ihe fiist of these questions, Quentin Durwurd an^ 
flirered, by naming Hayiaddin Mangralmt, tbe 
Bohemian; to the second, that the guide bad been 
reeommended by Tristan FHennite ; «nd in it- 
ity to the tUbd point, be mentioned what bad 
happened in the Franciscan oouTent, near Na- 
mur; how the Bohemian bad been expdled from 
the holy house ; and how, jealous of bis bebanora-, 
be. bad digged bim to a rendesrous with one of 
William de la MardL'^s Lanaknechts, where he 
oreiheard them arrange a plan for suiprising the 
ladies who were under bis protection* 

<^ Now, hark thee,"* said the Duke, ^* and once 
more remember thy fife depends on thy veracity, 
did these villains mention their having this King's 
»-*-l'mean this very King Louis of Francois au- 
thority, for their scheme of surprising the escort, 
and carrying away the ladies 1^ 

<< If such infiimous fellows bad said so,^ replied 
Quentin, ^^ I know not bow I should have be* 
lieved them, having die words of the Kmg bim- 
ielf to place in opposition to theirs*'*^ 
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Louis, who bad listened hitherto with most ear^ 
neet attention, could not hdp drawing his breathe 
deeply, when he heard Durward'^s answer, in the 
manner of one from whose bosom a heavy weight 
has been at once removed* The Diike again lode-, 
ed disconcerted and moody ; and returning to the 
charge, questioned Quentin still more closely, whe- 
ther he did not understand from these men'^s pri-^ 
vate conversation, that the plots which they me^ 
ditated had King Louisas sanction ? 

^^ I tespeaty that I heard nothing which codd 
authmze me to say so,^ answered, the young 
man, who, though internally convinced of the 
Kiiq^^s accessioa to the treachery of Hayraddin, 
yet held it contrary to his allegiance to bring for-^ 
ward his own suspicions on the subject ; ^^ and if 
I had heard such men make such an assertion, I 
again say, that I would not have given their testi-t 
mony wdight against the instructions of the King 
himself.'' 

^^ Thou art a faithfrd messenger,"" said the 
Duke, with a sneer; *^ and I venture to say, 
that, in obeying the King's instructions, thoahast 
disappointed his expectations in a manner that 
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tlmi ndi^t^tt have fisufftai fiir ; fau* Aat ndbie- 
fBinit ermtM hxre miMte thy bull-headed fideK^ 
ifism like good ramoe.^ 

*< I imdemtond you aot* mylofd,'' aaid Qnen^ 
tin Durwaid ; << all I know is, tlial; ii^ asaBtw 
Kbg Louis moat ne to prolect these ladies, and 
that I did so acoordingfy, both in the jonmiey to 
Schonwaldt> and dixough the subsequent scenes 
idiich took plaoe^ I understood the instmctioiis 
of the King to be honoutaUe, and I executed 
tiiem honouiaUy ; had ibey been of a diflbrent 
tenor, thsgr would not have suited one of myuMue 
ornation.^ 

<< Fier comme un Eco$sou^ said Charles, who, 
hower^ disappointed at the tenor of Durwarfs 
reply, was not unjust enough to blame lumfor his 
boldness. ^^ But, hark thee, Archer, what in- 
structions were those which made thee, as some 
lad fugitives ftom Sdumwaldt have infonued ui^ 
parade the streets of Liege, at the head c^ those 
mutineers, who afterwards crueUy murdered their 
temporal Prince and spiritual Father ? And what 
harangue was it which thou didst make after that 
muid» was committed, in wlneh you took -up(m 
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yott, 9»m agent for IjOii]% to amune ftoAbiiiy > 
smoBg the viBaais who had jual perpetrated ao 
gieat a crime ?** 

. ^* My lordy^ said Qaeatii^ ^^ there «^ enough 
to testify^ that I assumed »>t the eharactec of on 
envoy of France in the town of liege, but had it 
fixed upon me by the obstinate damoura of tl^. 
peoplethemaelTeB, whoreibsed to give credit toany 
diadamatiott which I cocdd make, TUa I uAd to 
the domestics of the Bishop whoi I had made my 
eaoape fiom the etty» and recommended their at- 
tention to the security of the Castle, which might 
have prevented the calamity and horror of the suc- 
ceeding night. It is, no doubt, true, that I did, 
in die extremity of dai^er, av«l myself of the 
infloCToe which my imputed character gave me, to 
save the Countess Isabelle, to protect my own life, 
and, an far a& I could, to rein in the humour for 
slaughter, whichhad already broke out in so dread- 
fid aninstanoe. I repeat, and will maintain it with 
my body, diat I had no commission from the King 
ef France ; and that, finally, when I did avail my- 
sdf of that imputed charaeter, it was as if I had 
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sHAtdied up a shield to protect mysdtf in « mo-^ 
ment of emeigency, and uged it, as I should siue^^ 
ly have done^ for defence of myself and otbenr^ - 
without inquiring whether I had light to the he* 
raldic emblasonments which it displayed.^ 

^^ And therein, my young companion and pri* 
soner,^ said Crevecoeur^ unable any longer to re* 
main silent, ^^ acted with equal qnzit and good 
sense ; and his doing so cannot jusdy be iniK 
puted as blame to King Louis.^ 

There was a murmur of assent among the sur-^ 
rounding nobility, which sounded joyfully in the 
ears of King Louis, whilst it gare no little offence 
to those of Charles* He rolled his. eyes angrily 
around ; and the sentiments, so generally express- 
ed by so many of his highest vassals and wisest 
councillors, would not perhaps have prevented his 
giving way to his violent and despotic temper, had 
not D'^Argenton, who foresaw the danger, pre* 
vented it, by suddenly announcing a heraldifrom. 
the city of Liege. 

^* A herald from weavers and nailers !"* ex- 
claimed the Duke-^^' admit him instantly. By 
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our Lady, I will learn from this same herald 
something farther of his employers^ hopes and 
projects, than this young French-Scottish man-at- 
anns seems desirous to tell me T 
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THE HERALD. 



Ariel . Hark I they xoar. 

Protpero* Let them be hunted soundly. 

The TempetU 

There was room made in the assembly, and 
no small curiosity evinced by those present to 
see the herald whom the insurgent Liegeois had 
ventured to send to so haughty a Prince as the 
Duke of Burgundy, while in such high indig- 
nation against them. For it must be remem- 
bered, that at this period heralds were only dis- 
patched from Sovereign Princes to each other 
upon solemn occasions; and that the inferior 
nobility employed pursuivants, a lower rank 
of officers at arms. It may be also noticed in 
passing, that Louis XI., a habitual derider of 
whatever did not promise real power or substan- 
tial advantage, was in especial a professed con- 
temner of heralds and heraldry, << red, blue, and 
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gteexkj with aJl their trmnpery^^ to which the 
pride of hiB riyal Charles, which was of a very 
different kind>' attached fio fmall degrie of cere- 
monious inqpartanee. 

' The herald, who was now introduced into the 
presence of the monarchs, was dressed in a ta- 
bard or coat, ^nbrcndered with the arms of his 
master, in which the BoarVhead made a dis- 
tinguished appearance, in blazonry, which, in the 
bpinion of she skilful, wad more showy ,thim ac- 
curate. The rest of his dresa^--^ dress always sof- 
ibtently tawdry-^was overcharged with lace, em- 
broidery, and ornament of every kind ; and the 
phime of feathers which he wore was so high, as 
if intended to sweep the roof of the halk In shdrt, 
the usual gawdysi^endour of the heraldic attire 
was caricatured and overdone. The BoarVhead 
was not only repeated on every part of his dress, 
but evM his bonnet was formed into that shape, 
<a])d it was represented with Uoody tusks, <m*, in 
proper language, Icmged and deniatedgule^ ; and 
ihere was something in the man^s appearance 
wbith seemed to imply a mixture of boldness and 
apprehenmn, like one who has undertaken a dan« 
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g^ious commuf^on, and is senitibfe thataudaotjr 
alone can cany Jiim through if idth safe^. 
Something of the same mixture of fear and ^ 
ffontery was visible in the mannor in which he 
paid his respects, and he shewed also a grotesque 
awkwardness not usual amongst those who were 
accustomed to be recdved. in the presence of 
princes. 

^< Who art thou, in the deyil'^s name ?^ was the 
greeting with which Charles the Bold recayed 
this singular envoy. 

. ^< I am Rouge Sanglier,^ answered the herald, 
>^ the officer-at-arms of William de la Marck, by 
the grace of 6od» and the election of the Chap- 
ter, Prince Bishop of Liege.^ 

*^ Ha !^ exclaimed Charles, but as if subduing: 
his own passion, he made a sign to him to pro- 
ceed- 

*^ And, in right of his wife^ the HonouraUe 
Countess Hmneline of Croye, Count of Cn>ye, 
and Lord of Bracquemont.^ 

The utter astomshment of Duke Charles at 
the extremity of boldness with which these tides 
were announi5ed ii^ his presence, seemed to strike 
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faim dumb ; and the herald conceiving, doubtlessf 
that he had made a suitable impression by the 
annundation of bis character, proceeded so state 
Ms errand. 

^^Antrnndo veins gaudkumrmagnmii^ faesaid ; 
^^ I let you, Charles of Burgundy and Earl of 
Flanders, to know, in my master'^s name, that tin- 
der favour of a dispensation of our Holy Father 
of Home, presently expected, and appointing a 
^tting substitute ad sacra^ he proposes to exer- 
cise at once the office of Prince Bishop,, and 
maintain Jtb^ rights of Count of Croye,^ 

The Duke of Burgundy, at this and ether 
pauses in the herald^s speedi, only ejaculated 
*^ Ha r or some similar interjection, without ma- 
king any answer ; and the tcme of exclamation 
was that of one who, though surprised and mo- 
ved, is willing to hear all that is to be said are he 
commits himself by making an answer, To the 
further astonishment of all who were present, he 
forbore from his usual abrupt and violent gesti- 
i^ulations, remaining; with the nail of his thumb 
pressed against his teeth, which was his favourite 
^attitude when giving attention, and keeping hi^ 
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qreBbent oQ the ground, as if unwiUing to betray 
the pastum vhioh might gleua in them. 
'^ The envoy, therefbre, proceeded bcddly and 
unabadied in the delivery of his message. ^< In 
the name, therefore, of the Prince Bishop of 
X.i^e,aBdC!oimtof Croye,I amto require ofyon, 
Duke Charles, to desist from those pretennons 
and enat)adiment8 which yofi have made on the 
free and imperial dty of Liege, by connivance 
with the late Louis of Bourbon, unwortliy Bishop 
thereof.''^ 

*< Ha r again exclaimed the Dukdi 

^< Alio to restore the banners of the comikiuni- 
ty, which you took violently ivi^m the town, to 
^e number of nx-4Uid-thirty ;*>««4o rebuib}^ the 
breaches in their widls, and restore the fortifica- 
tions which you tyrannically difimantled^*«-4Utid to 
acknowledge my master, William de la Marck, as 
Prince Bishop, lawfully erected in a free Chapter 
of Canoas» of which behdd the proceft veriMiL" 

«« Have you flnidied F"" said the Duke. 

** Not yet,"^ replied the envoy : ^ I am fur- 
ther to require your Graoe^ on the part of the 
said tight ndhie and veneridble Prince, Bishops 

IS 
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and Count, that you do presently withdraw the 
garrison from the Castle of Braoquemont, and 
.otlier places of strength, belonging to the Earl- 
dom of Croye, which have been placed tber^, 
whether in your own most gracious name, or in 
that of Isabelle, or any other; until it shall be 
.decided by the Imperial Diet, whether the fiefs 
in question ahall not pertain to the sister of the 
late Count, my most gracious Lady Hameline, 
rather than to his daughter, in respect of the ju^ 
tmphyteiuna^ 

" Your master is most learned,^ replied the 
Duke. 

" Yet,^ continued the herald, " the noble and 
venerable Prince and Count will be disposed, all 
other disputes betwixt Burgundy and Liege be- 
ing settled, to fix upon the Lady Isabelle such an 
apanage as may become her quality.^ 

^^ He is generous and considerate,"* said the 
Duke^ in the same tone. 

. ** Now, by a poor fooFs conscience,'* said Le 
Olorieux apart, to the Count of Crevecoeur, ^^ I 
would rather be in the worst cow's hide that ever 
died of the murrain, than in that fellow's painted 

VOL. III. s 
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coat ! The poor man goes on like drunkards, 
who only look to the other pot, and not to the 
score which mine host chalks up behind the lat- 
tice. 

" Have you yet done ?^ said the Duke to the 
herald. 

" One word mwe,'' answered Rouge tanglier, 
*^ from my noble and venerable lord aforesaid, 
respecting his worthy and trusty ally, the l\f ost 
Christian Kin g ■ ^ 

^^ Ha r exclaimed the Duke, startiiig, and in 
a fiercer tone than he had yet used ; but check- 
ing himself, he instantly composed himself again 
to attention. 

" Which most Christian King's royal person it 
is rumoured that you, Charles of Burgundy, have 
placed under restraint, contrary to your duty as 
a vassal of the Crown of France, and to the faith 
observed among Christian Sovereigns. For which 
reason, my said noble and venerable master, l^ 
my month, charges you to put his royal and Most 
Christian ally forthwith at freedom, or to receive 
the defiance which I am authorized to pronounoe 
to you." 
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" Have you yet done ?" said the Duke 

" I havcj^ answered the herald, " and await 
your Graoe^s answer, trusting it may be such as 
will save the effusion of Christian blood.^. 

" Now, by Saint George of Burgundy — '^ said 
the Duke ;— -but ere he could proceed further, 
Louis arose, and struck in with a tone of so tnuch 
dignity and authority, that Charles could not in- 
terrupt him. 

*^ Under your favour, fair cousin of Burgusl- 
dy,'' said the King ; " we ourselves crave priority 
of voice in replying to this insolent fellow.— 
Sirrah herald, or whatever thou art, caiary back 
notice to the perjured outlaw and murderer, WiU 
liam de la Marck, that the King of France will 
' be presently before Liege, for the purpose of pu- 
nishing the sacrile^us murderer of his late bew 
loved kinsman, Louis of Bourbon ; and that he 
proposes to gibbet De la Marck alive, for the in- 
solence of terming himself his ally, and putting 
kis royal name into the mouth of one of his own 
base messengers.**^. 

^^ Add whatever else on my part,^ said Charles, 
^^ which it may not misbecome a prince to send to 
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a common thief, and murderer. — And begone !— 
Yet stay.. — ^Never herald went from the Court of 
Burgundy without halving cauise to cry. Largesse ! 
— ^Let him be scourged till the bone^ are laid 
bare T 

^ " SJay, \»it if it please your Grace,'' said Cre- 
yecceur and D'Hymbercourt together, <^ he is a 
herald, and so far privileged." 

" It is you, Messires,"" replied the Duke, 
" who are such owls, as to think that the tabard 
makes the herald. I nee by that fellow's blazon- 
ing he is a mere impostor. Let Toijscm d'Or step 
forward, and question him in your presence." 
. In spite of his natural effirontery, the envoy 
of the Wil4 Boar of Ardennes now became pale ; 
and that notwithstanding some touches of paint 
with which he had adorned his countepance. 
Toison d'Or, the chief herald, as we have else- 
where said/ of the Duke, andKing-at-arms within 
his dominions, stepped forward with the solem- 
nity of one who knew what was due to his office, 
and asked his supposed brother, in what college 
he had studied the science which he professed. 

*' I was bred a pursuivant at the Heral£c 
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College of Ratisbon,^ answered Rouge Sanglier, 
<< and received the diploma of Ehrenhold from 
that same learned fraternity.^ 

^^ You could not derive it from a source more 
worthy ,** answered Toison d'Or, bowing ' still 
lower than he had done before ; <^ and if I pre- 
sume to confer with you on the mysteries of oiA: 
sublime science, in obedience to the orders of the 
most gracious Duke, it is not in hopes of giving^, 
but of receiving knowledge.** 

" Go to,** said the Duke, ittfpatiently. " Leave 
, off ceremony, and ask him some question that 
may try his skill.^ 

" It were injfustice to iask a disciple of the 
worthy College of Arms at Ratisbon, if he coin- 
prehendeth the common terms of blazonry,"^ said 
Toison d'Ch: ; " but I may, without offence, 
crave of Rouge Sanglier to say if he is instruct- 
ed in the more mysterious and secret terms of 
the science, by which the more learned do emble- 
matically, and as it were parabolically, express 
to each other what is conveyed to others in the 
ordinary language, taught in the very accidence 
as it were of Heraldry ?'^ 
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<^ I undarstand one sort of blazonry as well 
as another,^ answered Rouge Sanglier, boldly; 
*^ but it may be we have not the same terms in 
Germany which you have here in Flanders.^ 

^^ Alas, that you will say so !*" replied Toison 
d'^Or ; "our noble science, which is indeed thfe 
very banner of noblaiess, and glory of g^ieroin*. 
ty, being the same in all Christian countries, 
nay, known and acknowledged even by the Sa- 
racens and Moors. I would, dierefore, pray of 
you to describe what coat you will aft^ the ce- 
lestial fashion, that is, by the planets.^ 

** Blazon it yourself as you will," said Rouge 
Sanglier ; <^ I will do no such apish tricks upon 
commandment, as an ape is made to come aloft.^ 

f^ Shew him a coat, and let him blazon it his 
own way,^ said the Duke ; ^^ and if he fails, I 
promise him that his back shall be gules, azure^ 
and sable.^ 

*^ Here,^ said the hB*ald of Burgundy, taking 
from his pouch a piece of parchment^ ^^ is a scroll, 
in which certain considerations led me to prick 
down, after my own poor fashion, an ancient coat* 
I will pray my brother, if indeed he belong to 
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tbe faoQouraUe College of Aims at Ratisbon, to 
decjph^ it in fitting laQgaage."" 

Le Glorieux, who seemed to take great plea- 
sure in this discussion, had by this lime bustled 
himself close up to the two heralds. ^' I will help 
thee, good fellow,^ said he to Bouge Sanglier, 
as he looked hopelessly upon the scroll. ^< ThiS) 
my lords and masters, represents the cat looking 
out at the dairy-window.*^ 
• This sally occasioned a laugh, whidi was some- 
thbg to the advantage of Bouge Sanglier, as it 
led Toison d'Or, indignant at the misconstrue- 
tion of hb drawing, to explain it as flie coat-of* 
arms assumed by ChHd^bert, King of France, 
after he had taken prisoner Gandemar, King <^ 
Burgundy ; representing an ounce, or tiger-^cat, 
the emblem of the captive prince, behind a gra> 
^g, or, as Toison dX)r technically defined' it, 
^< Sable, a musion passant Or, oppressed with a 
trellis gules, clou6 of the second.^ 

** By my bauble," said Le Gldrieux, " if the 
eat resemble Burgundy, she has the right side of 
the grating now.a*days." 

^^ Tru€^ good fdlow,"" said Louis, laughing, 
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while the rest of the presence, and even Charles 
himself, seemed disconcerted at so broad a jest,— ' 
<^ I owe thee a piece of gold for turning some- 
thing that looked like sad earnest, into the merry* 
game which I trust it will end in.^ 

" Silence, Le Glorieux,^ said the Duke ; " and 
you, Toison d^Or, who are too learned to be in-' 
telligible, stand back, and bring that rascal for-' 
ward some of you. — Hisurk ye, villain,^ he sidd, 
in his harshest tone, " do you know .the differ, 
ence between argent and or ?^ 

' ** For pity's sake, your 'Grace, be good unto 
me ! — ^Noble King Louis, speak for be!^ 

»« Speak for thyself,^ said the Duke— « In a 
word, art thou herald or not ?" 
' <^ Only for this occasion,^ said the detected 
official. * 

" Now, by St George !^ said the Duke, ey^iig 
Louis askance, <^ we know no king-— no gentle-' 
man — saveori^, who would have so prostituted the 
noble science on which royalty and gentry rest ! 
save that King, who sent to Edward of England 
a serving-man disguised as a herald.'' 

" Such a stratagem,'' said Louis, ** could only 
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be justified at a court where no heralds were at 
the time, and when the emergency was urgent. 
But, though it might have passed on the blunt 
and thick-witted islander, no one with brains a 
whit better than those of a wild boar would have 
thought of passing such a trick upon the accbm« 
plished court of Burgundy.^ 

^< Send him who will,^ said the Duke, fiercely^ 
<< he shall return on their hands in poor case. — 
Here !•— drag him to the market-place ! — slash 
him with bridle-reins and dog- whips until the 
tabard hang about him in tatters ! — ^Upon the 
Rouge Sanglier f — $a, ^a ! — ^Haloo, haloo !^ 

Four or five large hounds, such as are painted 
in the hunting-pieces upon which Rubens and 
Schneiders laboured in conjuncUoh, caught the 
well-known notes with which the Duke conclu- 
ded, and began to yell and bay as if the boar 
were just roused firom his lair. 

<< By the rood !^ said King Louis, observant 
to catch the vein of his dangerous cou^, *' since 
the ass has put on the boar's hide, I would set 
the dogs on him to bait him out of it !" 
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^ Right 1 right l'^ exclaimed Duke Charles, 
the fancy exactly chiming in with his humour at 
the moment-— ^^ it shall be done !•— Uncouple th^^ . • 
hounds ! — Hyke a Talbot ! hy ke a Beaumont l-^ 
We will course him from the door of the Castle 
to the east gate/' 

*^ I trust your Grrace will treat me as a beast 
' of chase,'' said the fellow, putting the best face 
he could upon the matter, << and allow me fair . 
law?" 

*< Thou art but vermin," said the Duke, '^ and 
mtided to no law, by the letter of the book of 
hunting; nevertheless, thou shalt have sixty 
yards in advance, were it but for the sake of thy 
unparalleled impudence.— -Away, away, sirs !-**• 
we will see this sport."— And the council break- 
ing up tumultuously, aU hurried, none faster 
than the two Princes, to enjoy the humane paa* 
time which King Louis had suggested. 

The Rouge Sanglier shewed excellent sport ; 
for, winged with terror, and having half a score 
of fierce boar..hounds hard at his haunches, eii* 
couraged by the blowing of horns and the wood* 
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land cheer of the hunters, he flew like the very 
wind, and, had he not been encumbered with his 
Jierald's coat, (the worst possible habit for a run- 
ner,) he might fairly have escaped dog-free ; he 
also doubled once or twice, in a manner much 
approved of by the spectators. None of these, 
nay, not even Charles himself, was^o delighted 
with the sport as King Louis, who, partly from 
political considerations, and partly as being na- 
turally pleased with the sight of human suffer<« 
ing when ludicrously exhibited, laughed till the 
tears ran from his eyes, and, in his ecstacies of 
rapture, caught hold of the Duke^s ermine cloak, 
as if to support himself; whilst the Duke, no 
less delighted, flung his arm around the King's 
shoulder, making thus an exhibition of confiden- 
tial sympathy and familiarity, very much at va- 
riance with the terms on which they had so lately 
stood together. 

At length the speed of the pseuda.herald could 
save him no longer from the fangs of his pur- 
suers ; they seized him, pulled him down, and 
would probably soon have throttled him, had 
not the Duke called out-^<< Stave and tail !-— 
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Stave and tiul !•— Take them off him I — He hath 
shewn so good a course, that, though he has 
made no sport at bay, we will not have him dis- 
patched." 

Several officers accordingly busied themselves 
in taking off the dogs ; and they were soon seen 
coupling some up, and pursuing others which ran 
through the streets, shaking in sport and triumph 
the tatteifed fragments of painted cloth and em- 
broidery rent from the tabard, which the unfor-: 
lunate wearer had, put on in an unlucky hour. - 

At this moment, and while the t)uke was too 
much engaged with what passed before him to 
mind what was said behind him, Oliver le Dain, 
gliding behind King Louis, whispered into his 
ear— *^ It is the Bohemian, Hayraddin Maugra- 
bin— It were not well he should come to speech 
of the Duke.'' 

** He must die/' answered Louis, in the same 
tone**-^' dead men tell no tales.^ 

One instant afterwards, Tristan I'Herdiite, to 
whom Oliver had given the hint, stepped for- 
ward before the King and the Duke, and said, in 
hu blunt manner, << So please your M^esty and 
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jrour Grace, this piece of game is mine, and I 
claim him — he is marked with my stamp— the 
fleur-derlis is branded on his shouldcsr, as all men 
may 8ee.-«T-He is a known villiun, and hath slain 
the King's subjects, robbed churches, deflow^ed 
vir^s,^$lain deer in the royal park s * * 

'^ Enough, enough,^ said Duke Charles, ^' he 
is my royal cousin^s property by many a good 
tide. What will your Majesty do with him ?^ 

^* If he is left to my disposal,^ said the King^ 
** I will only give him one .lesson in the science 
of heraldry, ij^ which he is .so ignorant— only ex.. 
plain to him, practically, the meaniqg of a cross 
potencCi with a noose dangling proper.^ 

<* Not as to be by him borne, but as to bear 
him.-»Let him take the degrees under your gos- 
sip Tristaur-he is a deep profesisor in such mys- 
teries.'' 

. Thus answered the Duke, with a bun^ of dis- 
cordant laughter at his 0¥m wit, w]^ich was so 
c6rdially chorused by Louis, that his rival could 
not help looking kindly at him while he said-— 

<< Ah, Louis, Louis ! would to God thou wert 
as faithful a monarch as thou art & merry com- 
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panion ! I cannot but think often on the jovial 
time we used to »pend together.'' 

*• You may bring it back when you will,'' said 
Louis ; *^ I will grant you as fair terms as for very 
shame's sake you ought to ask in my present con- 
dition, without making yourself the fable of Chris- 
tendom ; and I will swear to observe them upon 
the holy relique which I have ever the grace to 
bear about my person, being a fragment of the 
true cross." 

Here he took a small golden reliquary, which 
was suspended from his neck next to his shirt by 
a chain of the same metal, and having kissed it 
devoutly, continiied— 

*< Never was false oath sworn on this most sa- 
cred relique, but it was avenged within the year.'' 

*5 Yet," said the Duke, " it was the same on 
which you swore amity to me when you left Bur- 
gundy, and shortly after sent the Bastard of Ru- 
bempr6 to murder or kidnap me." 

** Nay, gracious cousin, now you are ripping 
up ancient grievances," said the King ; " I pro* 
mise you, that you were deceived in that matter. 
— Moreover, it was not upon this relique which 
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I then swore, but upon another fragment of the 
true cross which I got from the Grand S^gnior, 
weakened in virtue, doubtless, by sojourning with 
infidels. Besides, did not the war of the Public 
Good break out within the jear ; and was not a 
Burgundian annj encamped at Saint Denis, back-^ 
ed by all the great feudatories of France ; and 
was I not obliged to yield up Normandy to my 
brother ?•— O God, ^eld us from perjufy on such 
a warrant as this !^ 

** Well, cousin,^ answered the Duke, ** I do 
believe thou hadst a lesson to keep faith another 
time. — And now for once, without finesse and 
doubling, will you make good your promise, and 
go with me to punish this murdering La Marck 
and the LiegecHS ?^ 

*' I will march against them,^ said Louis, 
<^ with the Ban, and Arriere-Ban of France, and 
the Oriflamme displayed.^ 

" Nay, nay," said the Duke, " that is mare 
than is needful, or may be adviseable. The pre- 
sence of your Scottish Guard, and two hundred 
chcMce lances, will serve to shew that you axe a 
free agent A large army migh t ' ■ " 
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*' Make me so in effect, you would say, my 
fair ooufiin ?"" said the King. ^< Well, you sball 
dictate the numbers of my attendants.^ 
. <' And to put this fair cause of miselurf but 
of the way, you will agree to the Countess Isft. 
belle of Croye wedding with the Duke of Ori. 
leans?" 

^^ Fair oounn," said the Song, ^^ you drive my 
courtesy to extremity. The Duke is the betro- 
thed bridegroom of my daughter Joan. Be ge- 
nerous^— yield up this matter, and let us speak 
rathar of the towns on the Somme.^ 
. *' My Council will talk to your Majesty of 
these," said Charles ; ^^ I myself have less at 
heart the acqui»tion of territory, than the re- 
dress of injuries. You have tampered with my 
vassals^ and your royal pleasure must needs dis- 
pose of the hand of a Ward of Burgundy. Your 
Majesty must bestow it within the pale of your 
own royal family, since you have meddled with 
it*— otherwise^ our conference breaks off." 
. " Were I to say I did this Mrillingly," sud the 
King, ^' no one would believe me ; therefore do 
you, my fur cousin, judge of the extent of my 
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%ish to oblige you, when I say, most reluctantlyi 
that the parties consenting, and a dispensatibn 
from thel^ope being attained, my own wishes shall 
be no bar to this match which yoti proj>ose.^ 

^* All besides can be easily settled by our mi^. 
histers/' said th^ l)uke, <* lUid W^ are once ifiorc 
tousins and friends.^ 

•* May heaven be praised r said Louis, " Whoj 
holding in his hand the hearts of princes, doth 
mercifully incline them to peace and clemency, 
and prevent the effusion of human blood. — ^Oli- 
ver^^ he added apart to that favourite, who ever 
waited around him like the familiar beside a sor^ 
oerer, ** hark thee^-tell Tristan to be speedy in 
dealing with yonder rUnagate Bohemian.^ 



Vol. lit. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



THE EXECUTIQKi 



ril take thee to the good green wood, 
And make thine own hand choose the tree. 

OidBaUad. 



" Now God be praised, thatgave us the powe« 
of laughing, and making others laugh, and shame 
to the dull cur who scorns the office of a jester ! 
Here is a joke, and that none of the brightest, 
(though it may pass, since it has amused two 
Princes,) which hath gone farther than a thou- 
sand reasons of state to prevent a wftr between 
France and Burgundy.'* 

Such was the inference of Le Glorieux, when, 
in consequence of the reconciliation, of which we 
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gave the particulars in the last Chapter, the Eur- 
gundiaii guards were withdrawn from the Castle 
of Peronne, the abode of the King removed from 
the ominous Tower of Count Herbert, and, to 
the great joy both of French and Burgundians, 
an outward show at least of confidence and friend- 
ship seemed so established between Duke Charles 
and his liege Lord. Yet still the latter, though 
treated with ceremonial observance, was suffi- 
ciently aware that he continued to be the object 
of suspicion, though he prudently affected to 
overlook it, and seemed to consider himself as en- 
tirely at his ease. 

Meanwhile, as frequently happens in such cases, 
whilst the principal parties concerned had so far 
made up their differences, one of the subaltern 
agents concerned in their intrigues was bitterly 
experiencing the truth of the politiealmaxim, that 
if the great have frequent need of base tools, they 
make amends to society by abandoning them to 
their fate, so soon as they find them no longer - 
useful. 

• This was Hayraddin Maugrabin, who, sur- 
rendered by the Duke^s officers to the Eing^s 
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Provost-Marsha}, was by bim placed in the bands 
of his two trusty aides-de-camp, Treis-Eschelles 
and Petit-Andr^, to be dispatched without loss 
of time. One on either side of him, and followed 
by a few guards aiid a multitude of rabble, — this^ 
playing the Allegro, that the Penseroso,- he was 
marched off (to use a modem comparison, like 
Garrick between Tragedy and Comedy,) to the 
neighbouring forest ; where, to save all further 
trouble and ceremonial of a gibbet, and so forth^ 
the disposers of his. fate proposed to knit him up 
to the first sufficient tree. 

They were not long in findibg an oak, as Pe^ 
tit-Andr6 facetiously expressed it, fit to bear such^ 
an acorn ; and placing the wretched criminal on 
a bank, under a sufficient guard, they began their 
extemporaneous preparations for the final cata- 
strophe. At that moment, Hayraddin, gazing 
on the crowd, encountered the eyea of Quentin 
Durward, who, thinking he recognized the coun-. 
tenance of bis faithless guide in that of the de- 
tected impostor, had followed with the crowd to 
witness the execution, and assure himself of the . 
identity. 
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Wheii the executioners informed him that all 
was ready, Hayraddin, with much calmness^ ask- 
ed a single boon at thdr hands. 

*^ Any thing, my son, consistent witli our of- 
fice,^ said Trois-Eschelles. 

*< That is,** said Hayraddin, << any thing but 
my life.** 

^^ Even so,^ said Trois-Eschelles, ^^ and some* 
thing more ; for as you seem resolved to do credit 
to our mystery, and die like a man, without ma* 
king wry mouths — ^why, though our orders are 
to be prompt, I care not if I indulge you ten 
minutes longer.^ 

*« Y<Mi are even too generous,^ said Hayrad* 
din. 

" Truly we may be blamed for it,* said Petit- 
Andr6 ; ^* but what of that ? — I could consent 
almost to give my life for such a jerry-come- 
tumble, such a smart, tight, firm lad, who pro 
poses to come from aloft with a grace, as an ho- 
nest fellow should do.* 

^< So that if you want a confessor,* said Trois- 
Eschelles-— 
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<< Or a Ure of wine,^ siud bis facetious compa- 
.nio n 

" Or a psalm/' sud Tragedy—-^ 

" Or a song,^ said Comedy 

^^ Neither, my good, kind, and most expedi- 
tious friendsy^ said the Bohemian-—*^ I only pray 
to speak a few minutes with yonder Archer of 
the Scottish Guard.'' 

The executioners hesitated a moment; but 
Trois-Escbelles recollecting that Quentin Dur- 
ward was believed, from various circumstances, 
to stand high in the favour of their master King 
Louis, they resolved to permit the interview. 

When Quentin, at their aummons, approached 
the condemned criminal, he could not but bp 
shocked at his appearance, however justly his 
doom might have been deserved. The remnants 
of his heraldric finery, rent to tatters by the fangs 
of the dogs, and the clutches of the bipeds, who 
had rescued him from their fury. to lead him to 
the gallows, gave him at once a ludicrous and a 
wretched appearance. His face was discoloured 
with paint, and with some remnants of a fictitious 
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beard^ assumed ibr the purpose of disguise, and 
there was the paleness of death upon his ^dieek 
and upon his lip ; yet, strong in passive couraege, 
like most of his tribe, his eye, while it glistened 
and wandered, as well as the contorted smile of 
his mouth, seemed to bid defiance to the death he 
was about to die. 

Quentin was struck partly with horror, partly 
with cmnpassioii, as he approached tHe miserable 
man ; and these feeling probably betmyed themn 
selves in his manner, for Petit- Andr6 called out^ 
" Trip it more smartly, jolly Archer — This gen^ 
lleman'^s leisure cannot wait for ybii, if you Imlk 
as nn the pebbles ifi^ere eggs, and you afiiaid of 
breaking thein.^ 

*^ I must speak with hiid in privacy,^ said the 
criminal, despair seeming to croak in his accent 
as he uttered the words. 

• <^ That iliay haidly con»st with our office, my 
merry Leap^the-ladder,^'' said Petit- Andrfe; '^ wc 
know you for a slippery eel of old.^ 

^ I am tied with your horse^girths, hand and 
feot,^' said the criminal<^*^^ You may keep guard 
around me, though out of ear-shot— -the Ardier 
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is your own King^s servant— And if I give you 
ten guilders ^ 

*^ Laid out in masses, the sum msy pnofit Ins 
poor soul,^ sud Trois-EscfaeUes. 

^^ Laid out in wine or brantwan, it will com* 
fort my poor body,^ responded Pedt^Andre. 
^^ So let them be forthcoming, my little crack- 
rope.^ 

** Fay the blood-hounds their fee,^ said Hay^ 
raddin to Durward ; ^< I was plundered of every 
stiver when they took me-»it shall avail thee 
much.^ 

Quentin paid the executioners thor gfierdon, 
and, like men of promise, they retneated out of 
hearing— keeping, however, a careful eye on the 
criminal's motions. After waiting an instant till 
the unhappy man should speak, as he still re- 
mained silent, Quentin at length addressed him, 
^^ And to this conclusion thou hast at length ar- 
rived T 

*^ Ay,^ answered Hayrafldin, ^* it required 
nother astrologer, nor {Aysiognomist, nor dmo* 
mantist, to foretell that I should fioUow the des* 
tiny of my family.'* 
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*< ]&rought to this early end by thy loag course 
of crime and treachery ?^ said the Soot. 

'^^ No ; by the bright Aldeboran and all his 
brother twinklers l^ answered the Bohemian. ^* I 
am brought hither by my folly, in believiiig that 
the blood-thirsty cruelty of a Franck could be 
restrained even by what they themselves profess 
to hold most sacred. A priest^s vestment would 
have been no safer garb for me than a heraldV 
tabard, however sanctimonious are your profes- 
sions of devotion and chivalry."^ 

'^ A detected impostor has no right to claim 
the imqiunities of the disguise he has usurped,^ 
said Durwaid. 

^* Detected !'' said the Bohemian. " My jar- 
^n was as good as yonder old fool of a herald'^s ; 
—but let it pass.— As well now as hereafter.'^ 

" You abuse time,^ said Quentin. ** If you 
have aught to tell me, say it quickly, and then 
take some care of your soul."^ 

" Of my soul ?^ said the Bohemian, with a 
hideous laugh. ** Think ye a leprosy of twenty 
years can be cured in- an ipstant P-^If I have 
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a soul, it hath been in such a course idnee I 
was ten jears old and more, that it would take 
me one month to recaU all my crimes, and ano- 
ther to tell them to the priest ;~*and were such 
space granted me, it is five to one I would em.* 
ploy it otherwise.^ 

<^ Hardened wretch, blaspheme not I Tell me 
what thou hast to say, and I lea¥e thee to thy 
fate,^sfddDurward, with mingled pity and hcarror. 

"I have a boon to ask,— but first I will buy it 
of you ; for your tribe, with aU thor professions 
of charity, give nought for nought.^ 

" I could well nigh say thy gifts jpeiiah with 
thee, but that thou art on the very verge of eter- 
nity. Ask thy boon— reserve thy bounty — it can 
do me no good— -I remember enough of your 
good offices of old.'' 

" Why, I loved you,'' said Hayraddin, "for 
the matter that chanced <m the banks of the 
Cher ; and I would have helped you to a wealthy 
dame. You wore her scarf, which partly misled 
me ; and indeed I thought that Hameiine, with 
her portable wealth, was -more for your market- 
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{)enny than the other hen^-sparrow, with her old 
roost at BracquonoBt, which Charles has clatch- 
ed, and is like to keep his daws upon*^ 

** Talk Dot so idly, unhappy man,^ said Quen* 
tia ; ^^ y(Hider men become impatient^ 

^^ Give them ten guilders for ten minutes 
moi'e,'^ said the culprit,— who, like most in his 
situation, miKed with his hardihood a desire of 
procrastinating his fate,— <' I tell thee it shall 
avail thee much.^ 

'< Use then well the minutes so purchased,^ 
said Durward, and easily made a new bargain 
with the Marshal^s men. 

This done, Hayraddin continued* — ^< Yes, I 
assure you I meant you well; and Hameline 
would have proved an easy and convenient spouse* 
Why, she hath reconciled herself even with the 
Boar of Ardennes, though his mode of wooing 
was somewhat of the roughest, and queens it 
yonder in his stithe, as if she had fed on mast- 
husks and acorns all her life/^ 

<( Cease this brutal and untimely jesting,^ said 
Quentin, *< or, once more I tell you, I will leave 
you to your fate." 

12 
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*' You are rigbt,*^ said Hayraddin, after a mo- 
menf s pause ; <^ what cannot be postponed must 
be faced !«— Well, know then, I came hither in 
this accursed disguise, moved by a great reward 
from De la Marck, and hoping a yet mightier 
one from Kicg Louis, not merely to bear the 
message of defiance which you may have heard 
of, but to tell the King an important secret.^ 

" It was a fearful risk,^ said Durward. 

^' It was paid for as such, and such it hath 
proved," answered the Bohemian. « De la Marck 
attempted before to communicate with Louis by 
means of Marthon ; but she could not, it seems, 
approach nearer to him than the astrologer, to 
whom she told all the passages of the journey, 
and of Schonwaldt ; but it is a chance if her ti-^ 
dings ever reach Louis, except in the shape of a 
prophecy. Biit hear my secret, which is more inu 
portant than aught she could tell. William dek 
Marck has assembled a numerous and strong force 
within the city of Liege, and augments it daily by 
means of the old priesf s treasures. But he pro-' 
poses not to hazard a battle with the chivalry of 
Burgundy, and still less to stand a siege in the 
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dismantled town. This he will do— ^he will suffer 
the hot-brained Charles to sit down before the 
place without opposition ; and in the liight) make 
an out-fall or sally upon the leaguer with hia 
whole force. Many he will have in French ar- 
mour, who will cry France^ Saint Louis, and 
Denis Montjdye, as if there were a strong bcKly 
of French auxiliaries in the city. This cannot 
choose but strike utter confusion among the Bur- 
gundians; and if King Louis, with his guardsy 
attendants, and such soldiers as he may have 
with him, shall second his efforts, the Boar of 
Ardennes nothing^ doub^ the discomfiture of the 
whole Burgundian ariBy.*-*-There is my secret^ 
and I bequeath it to you. Forward, or prevent 
the enterprize — sell the intelligence to* King 
Louis, or to Duke Charles, I care not — save or 
destroy whom thou wilt ; for my part, I only 
grieve that I cannot spring it like a mine, to the 
destruction of them all r 

*^ It is indeed an important secret^^ said Quen-^ 
Un, instantly comprehending how easily the na- 
tional jealoin^ might be awakened in a camp con- 
sisting partly of French, partly of Burgundians. 
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*^ Ay, so It is," answered Hayraddin ; *« and, 
now you have it, you would fain begone, and 
leave me without granting the boon for which I 
have paid beforehand*^ 

" Tell me thy request,'^ said Quentin — " I will 
grant it if it is in my power.'* 

** Nay, it is no mighty demand— it is only in 
behalf of poor Klepper, my palfrey, the only 
living thing that may miss me.— A due mile south, 
you will find him feeding by a deserted collier's 
hut ; whistle to him thus, — (he whistled a pecu- 
liar note,) and call him by his name, Elepper, 
he will come to you ; here is his bridle under my 
gaberdine — it is lucky the hounds got it not, for 
he obeys no other. Take him, and make much of 
him — I do not say for his master's sake, — ^but be- 
cause I have placed at your disposal the event of 
a mighty war. He will never fail you at need- 
night and day, rough and smooth, fair and foul, 
warm stables, and the winter sky, are the same 
to Klepper ; had I cleared the gates of Peronne, 
and got so far as where I left him, I had not been 
in this case. — Will you be kind to Klepper ?" 

*' I swear to you that I will," answered Quen- 
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tin, affected by what seemed a trait (^tenderness 
in a character so hardened. 

« Then fare thee well !— Yet stay—HBtajr— I' 
would not willingly die in discourtesy, forgetting 
a lady's commission.-— This billet is from the 
very gracious, and extremely silly Lady of the 
Wild Boar of Ardennes, to her black-eyed niece 
—I see by your look I have chosen a willing 
messenger.-— And one word more — I forgot to 
say, that in the stuffing of my saddle you will 
find a rich purse of gold pieces, for the sake of 
which I put my life on the venture which has 
cost me so dear. Take them, and replace a hu&-' 
dred-fold the guilders you have bestowed on- 
these bloody daves— I make you mine heir.^ 

'^ I will bestow them in good works, and masses^ 
for the benefit of thy soul,^^ said Quentin. 

** Name not that word agmn,^ said Hayraddin, 
his countenance assuming a dreadful expressicm ; 
*^ there is — there can be — there shall be— no 
such thing !«-it is a dream of priesUcraft (^ 

" Unhappy— most unhappy being ! Think 
better !— *let me speed for a priest — these men 
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will delay yet a little longer — I will bribe them 
' to it,^ said Quentin — ^^ What canst thou expect 
dying in such opinions, and impjenitent ?^ 

" To be resolved into the elements," said the 
hardened atheist, pressing his fettered arms 
agmnst his bosom ; *' my hope, trust, and ex- 
pectation is, that the mysterious frame of hu- 
manity shall melt into the general mass of na- 
ture, to be recompounded in the other forms 
with which she daily supplies those which daily 
disappear,— 4be watery particles to streams and 
showers, the earthy parts to Enrich their mother 
earth, the airy portions to wanton in the breeze, 
and those of fire io supply the bkuse of Aldeboj 
ran and his brethren — In this faith have I livedo 
and I will die in it ! — ^Hence ! begone I— disturb 
me no farther ! — I have spoken the last word 
that mortal ears shall listen to T 

Deeply impressed with the horrors of his con- 
dition, Quentin Durward yet saw that it was 
vain to hope to awaken him to a sense of his 
fearful state. He bid him, therefore^ farewell ; to 
whieh the criminal only replied by a short and 

21 
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sullen nod, as one who, plunged in rererie, bids 
adieu to company which distracts his thoughts. 
He bent bis course towards the forest, and easily 
found where Elepper was feeding. The creature 
came at his call, but was for some dme unwilling 
to be caught, snuffing and starting when the 
stranger approached him. At length, however, 
Quentin^s general acqumntance with the habits 
of the animal, and perhaps some particular know- 
ledge of those of £Iepper, which he had often 
admired while Hayraddin and he travelled to- 
gether, enabled him to take possession of the 
Bohemian'*s dying bequest. Long ere he return* 
ed to Peronne, the Bohemian bad gone where 
the vanity of his dreadful creed was to be put to 
the final issue— a fearful experience for one who 
had neither expressed remorse for the past, nor 
apprehension for the future ! 
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CHAPTER XII. 



A PRIZE FOB HONOUB. 



*< Tis bnve for Beauty when the best blade wins her." 

The Count PalaHM. 



When Quentin Durward reached Peronne, a 
council was sitting, in the issue of which he was 
interested more deeply than he could have appre^' 
bended, and which, though held by persons of a 
rank with whom one of hia could scarce be sup^ 
posed to have community of interest, had never- 
theless the most extraordinary influence on his 
fortunes. 

King Louis, who, after the interlude of De la 
Marck^s envoy, had omitted no opportunity to 
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cultivate the lieturning interest which that circum-^ 
stance had given him in the Duke'*s opinion^ had 
been engaged in consulting him, or, it might be aL 
most said, receiving his opinion, upon the number 
and quality ox the troops, by whom, as auxiliary 
to the Duke of Burgundy, he was to be attend-i 
ed in their joint expedition against Liege. He 
plainly saw the wish of Charles was to call into 
his camp such Frenchmen as, from their smalL 
number and high quality, might be considered 
rather as hostages than as auxiliaries ; but, ob-> 
servant of Crevjecceur'^s advice, he assented a» 
readily to whatever the Duke proposed, as if it 
had arisen from the free impulse of his own 
mind. 

The King failed not, however, to indemnify 
himself for his complaisance, by the indulgence of 
his vindictive temper against Balue, whose coun*> 
sels had led him to repose such exuberant trust in 
the Duke of Burgundy. Tristan, who bore the 
summons for moving up his auxiliary forces, bad 
the further commission to carry th^ Cardinal .to 
the Castle of Loches, aqd there shut him up in. 
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one of those iron cages, which he himsdf is smcL. 
to have invented; 

• << Let him make proof of his own devices,"^ 
said the King ; *< he is a man of holy church-— 
we may not shed his blood ; but, Peuqued-Dieu I 
his bishoprick, for ten years to come, shall have' 
an impregnable frontier to make up for its small 
extent f-— And see the troops are brought up in* 
stantly."^ 

Perhaps, by this prompt acquiescence, Loms 
hoped to evade the more unjdeasing condition 
with which the Duke had clogged their reconcilia* 
tion. But if he so hoped, he greatly mistook the- 
temper of bis cousin ; for never man lived more 
tenadous of his purpose than Charles of Bur- 
gundy, and least of all was he willing to relax 
any stipulation which he had made in resentment, 
or revenge, of a supposed injury. 

No sooner were the necessary expresses dis- 
patched to summon up the forces who were se* 
lected to act as auxiliaries, than Louie was called 
upon by his host to give public consent to the 
espousals of the Duke of Orleims and IsabeUe of 
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Croye. The King complied with a heayy sigh) 
«nd pres^itly after urged a slight eKpostoladon^ 
founded upon the necessity of observing the 
wishes of the Duke liimself. 

*< These have not been neglected,^ said the 
Duke of Burgundy ; <^ Crevecoeur hath oonunu- 
nicated with Monseigneur d'^Orleans, and finds 
hiui (strange to say,) so dead to the honour of 
^redding a royal bride, that he acceded to the 
fxroposal of marrying the Countess of Croye, as 
the kindest proposal which father could have 
.made to him.*^ 

<^ He is the more ungradous and thankless,^ 
^d Louis ; <' but the whole shall be as you, my 
cousin, will ; if you can bring it about with con- 
itent of the pairties themselves.^ 

'< Fear not that,^ said the Duke ; and accord- 
in^y , not many minutes after the affair had been 
proposed, the Duke of Orleans and the Countess 
^f Croye, the latter attended as on Jthe preceding 
.occasion, by the Countess of Creyecour, aod the 
Abbess of the Ursulines, were summoned to the 
presenceof the Princes, and hefu*d Gcom the mouth 
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of Charles of Burgundy, unobjected to by thalt 
of Louis, who sat in silent and moody oonsciousi- 
ness of diminished consequence, that the imion 
of their hands was designed by the wisdom of 
both Priiioes, to confirm the perpetual alliance 
which in future should take place betwixt France 
and Burgundy. 

The Duke of Orleans had much d^lcidty in 
suppressing the joy which he felt upon the pro- 
posal, and which delicacy rendered imj^oper in 
the presenceof Louis; audit required his habituad 
awe for that monarch, to enable him to rein in 
his delight, so much as merely to reply, ^* that his 
duty compelled him to place his choice at the dis- 
posal of his Soverdgn.*^ 

** Fair cousin of Orleans,'* said Louis, with 
sullen gravity, *^ since I must q>eak on so un- 
^easant an occasion, it is needless for me to re- 
mind you, that my sense of your merits had led 
pie to propose for you a match into my own fa^ 
mily. But since my cousin of Burgundy thinks, 
that the disposing of your hand otherwise is the 
^sulrest pledge of amity between his dominions and 
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fltiiie, I love bdth too well not to sacrifice to tbem 
my own hopes and wishes.^ 

The Duke of Orleans threw himself cm hiS' 
knees, and kissed,*— abd for once with sincerity of 
attadiment,—thehand which the |[ing,withaverU' 
ed countenance, extended to him. In fact, he, as; 
well as most present, saw, in the reluctant acqui. 
escenee of this accomplished dissembler, who even 
with that very purpose had suffered his reluctance 
fo be visible, a King relinquishing his favourite 
project, and subjugating his paternal feelings to 
the necessities of state, and interest of his country. 
Even Burgundy was moved, and Orleans^ heart 
nnote him for the joy whidi He involuntarily felt 
on being freed from his engagement with the 
Princess Joan. If he had known how deeply 
the King was cursing him in his soul, and what 
thoughts c£ future revenge he was agitating, it ii^ 
probable his own delicacy on the occasion would 
not have been so much hurt. 

Charles next turned to the young Countess, 
and bluntly announced the proposed match to 
her, as a matter which neither admitted delay or 
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hentation; adding, at the same time, that it was 
but a too favourable cmmequeiioe of her iutiactf 
ability on a fbrmer oocanon. 

*< My Lord Duke and Soverdgn,"^ md Isat 
belle, summoning up all her courage, " I obMrve 
your Grace^s commands, and submit to them.^ . 

^^ Enough, enough,^ said the Duke, intarupt- 
ing her, << we will arrange the restr— Your Ma-» 
jesty,^ he continued, addresmng "fang Xouis^ 
** hath bad a boar> hunt in the morning, what 
say you to rousing a wolf in the afternoon ?^ 
. The young Countess saw the necessity of de« 
^on.-^^^ Your Grace mistakes my meaning,^ 
she said, speaking though timidly, yet loudly and 
decidedly enough to cpmpel the Duke^s attention^ 
which, frpm some consciousness, he would others- 
wise, haye wiUingly denied to her.—- <^ My s)ibmis« 
aon,^ she said, <*only respected these ligids and 
^states which your Grace^s ancestors gave to mine^ 
and which I resign. to the House of Burgpndy^. 
if my Soveragn thipks. my disobedience in this 
matter riders me unworthy to hold them.^ 
. <^ Ha ! Saint George T sud the Duke, stamps 
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iag furiously on die ground, ^ does! the fool know 
IB vluitpresence8heis«-«Atidto whom shespeakft?^ 

^^ My lord,^ replied she^ still undismayed, ^^ I 
am before my Suzerain, and I hope a just one« 
If you depirive me of my lands, you take away 
all that your ancestors^ generosity gave, and you 
break the only bonds which attach us tog^then 
You gave not, this poor and persecuted form, still 
less the spirit which animates me — ^And these it 
is my purpose to dedicate to Heaven in the con- 
vent 1^ the UrsuUnes, under the guidance of this 
Holy Mother Abbess.'^ 

The rage and astomshment of the Duke can 
hardly be concdved, unless we could estimate 
the surprise of a falcon, against whom a dove 
should ruffle its pinions in defiance. — ^< Will the 
Holy Mother receive you without an appanage ?^ 
he said, in a voice of scorn. 

*f If she doth her convent in the first instance 
so much wrong,^ said the Lady Isabelle, <^ I trust 
there is charity enough among the noble friends 
of my house^ to make up some support for the 
orphan of Croye.** 
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<< It is faise r said the Duke ; :<< It b a base pie- 
text to cover some secret and unworthy passion.*-^ 
My Lord of Orleans, she shall be yours, if I drag 
her to the altar with my own hands !^ 
. The Countess of Crevecoeur, a high^qxrited 
woman, and confident in her huriband^s merits 
and favour, could keep silent no longer*-—*^ My 
lord,^ she said, <^ your passions transport you 
into language utterly unworthy— -The hand of no 
gentlewoman can be deposed of by force.^ 

^^ And it is no part of the duty oiP a Christian 
Prince,'* added the Abbess, **to thwart the wishes 
of a pious soul, who, broken with the cares and 
persecutions of the world, is desirous to beccHne 
the bride of Heaven.'* 

" Neither can my cousin of Orleans,'* said Du- 
nois, •* with honour accept a proposal, to which 
the lady has thus publicly stated her objections.** 

. " If I were permitted,** said Orleans, on whbse 
jisu^ile mind Isabelle's beauty had made a deefp im^ 
pression, " some time to endeavour to place my 
^pretensions, before the Countess in a more fa« 
vourable light——** 
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" My lord,^^ said Isabelle, whose finnness was 
now fully supported by the encouragement which 
she received from all around, <^ it were to no pur- 
pose—my mind is made up to decline this alli- 
ance, though far above my deserts.^ 

" Nor have I time,'' said the Duke, " to wait 
till those whimsies are changed with the next- 
change of the moon.— -Monseigneur d'Orleans, 
she shall learn within this hour that obedience 
becomes matter of necessity.'' 

" Not in my behalf, Sire," answered the Prince, 
who felt that he could not, with any shew of ho- 
nour, avail himself of the Duke's obstinate dis- 
position ;^^< to have been once openly and poa- 
tively refused, is enough for a Son of France. He 
cannot prosecute his addresses farther." 

The Duke darted one furious glance at Or- 
leans, another at Louis ; and reading in the coun- 
tenance of the latter, in spte of his utmost elBbrts 
to suppress his feelings, a look of secret triumph, 
he became outrageous. 

" Write," he said to the Secretary, << our doom 
of forfeiture and impris(Miment against thia dis- 
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obedient and insolent minion. She shall to the 
Zuchuhaua, to the p«iitentiary, to herd with 
those whose lives haye rendered than her rivaU 
in effrontery r 

There was a general munnur. 

*' My Lord Duke/ £aid the Count of Cieve- 
ooeur, taking the word for the rest, ^< this must 
be <better thought on^ We, your fiEdthf ul vassals, 
cannot suffer such a dishonour to the nobility 
and chivalry of Burgundy. If the Countess halh 
.done amiss, let her be punished— but in the man- 
jier that becomes her rank, and ours, who stand 
connected with her house by blood and alliance.**^ 

The Duke paused a mdment, and looked full 
at his counsellcNr with the stare of a bull, who, 
when compelled by the neat-herd from the road 
which he wishes to go, deliberates with himself 
.whether to obey, or to rush on his driver and toss 
him into the air. 

Prudence, however, prevailed over fury— he 
saw the sentiment was general in his council— ^was 
afraid of the advantages which Louis might de- 
rive from seeing dissension among his vassals; 
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and probably — ^for he was rather of a coarse and 
violent, than of a malignant temper,— felt shame 
of his own dishonourable proposal. 

" You are right," he said, ** Crevecceur, and 
I spoke hastily. Her fate shall be determined 
according to the rules of chivalry. Her flight to 
Liege hath given the ngnal for the Bishop^s mur^ 
der. He that best avenges that deed, and brings 
us the head of the Wild-Boar of Ardennes, shall 
dumber hand of us ; and if she denies it, we can 
at least grant him her fiefs, leaving it to his ge-- 
nerosity to allow her what means^he will to retire 
into a convent." 

« Nay !" said the Countess, " think I am the 
daughter of Count Reinold— of your father's old, 
valiant, and fiuthful servant. Would you hold 
me out as a prize to the best sword-player ?" 

** Your ancestress," said the Duke, " was won 
at a tourney — ^you shall be fought for in real 
meUe. Only thus far, for Count Reinold^s sake, 
the successful prizer shall be a gentleman, of un- 
impeached birth, and unstained bearings ; but be 
he such, and the poorest who ever drewthe tongue 
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of R buckle through the strap of a sword-belt, he- 
shall have at least the profiPer of your hand. 1/ 
swear it by Saint George, by my ducal orown, 
and by the order that I wear ! — ^Ha ! Messires,^ 
he added, turning to the nobles present, ^' this'^ 
at least is, I think, conform to the rules of chi- 
valry?'* 

Isabelle^'s remonstrances were drowned in a ge. 
neral and jubilant assent, above which was heard 
the voice of old Lord Crawford, regretting the 
weight of years that prevented bis striking for so 
fair a prize. The Duke was gratified by the ge- 
neral applause, and his temper began to flow more 
smoothly, like that of a swoln river when it hath 
subsided within its natural boundaries. 

** Are we, to whom fate has given dames al«. 
ready,^ sud Crevecoeur, ^< to be bye-standers at 
this fair game ? It does not consist with my ho- 
nour to be so, for I have myself a vow to be paid . 
at the expense of that tusked and bristled brute, > 
De la Marck.'' 

** Strike boldly in, Orevecceur,'' siud the Duke ; 
<^. win heri and if thou canst not wear her thysdtf, 

19 
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bestow ber wbere tbou wilt— on Count Stephen, 
your nephew, if you lisf 

" Gramerqr, my lord r said Crevecoeur, " I 
will do my best in the battle ; and should I be 
fortunate enough to. be foremost, Stephen shal) 
try his eloquence against that of the Lady Ab« 



" I trust,^ said Dunois, " that the chiyalry of 
France are not excluded from this fair contest ?^> 

^^ Heaven forbid ! brave Dubois,^ answered 
the Duke, << were it but for the sake of seeing^ 
you do your uttermost. But,^ he added, ^^ though 
there be no fault in the Lady Isabelle wedding a 
Frenchman, it will be necessary that the Count 
of Croye must become a subject of Burgundy.^ 

" Enoughi enough,^ said Dunois, " my bar 
sinister, may never be suxmounted by the coronet 
of Croye^^I will live and die French. But yet^ 
if I am to. lose the lands, I will strike a blow for 
theWy.'' 

Le Balafr£ dared not speak aloud in sudi a» 
presence, but be muttered to himself-^ 

^^ Now, Saunders Soupleja w, hold thine own l^^ 
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thou always saidst the fortune of our house was 
to be won by marriage, and never had you such 
a chance to keep your word with us.^ 

" No one thinks of me,'' said Le Glorieux^ 
<< who am sure to carry off the pnze from dl of 
you,'' 

^^ Right, my sapient friend," said Louis; 
** when a woman is in the case, the greatest fool 
IS ever the first in favour." 

While the princes and their nobles thus jested 
over her fate, the Abbess and the Countess of 
Crevecoeur endeavoured in vain to console Isa- 
belle, who had withdrawn with them from the 
council-presence. The former assured her, that 
the Holy Virgin would frown on every attempt 
to withdraw a true votaress from the shrine of 
Saint Ursula; while the Countess of Crevecoeur 
whispered more temporal consolation, that no true 
knight, who might succeed in the emprize propo^ 
scd, would avail himself, against her inclinations, 
of the Duke's award ; and that perhaps the suc- 
cessful competitor might prove one who should 
find such favour in her eyes as to reconeile her 
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to obedience. Love, like despair, catches at 
straws; and, faint and vague as was the hope 
which this insinuation conveyed, the tears of the 
Countess Isabelle flowed more pladdly while she 
dwelt upon it. 



vox. III. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THE SALLY. 

The wretch condemn'd with life to part, 

Still still on hope relies. 
And every pang that rends the heart 

Bids expectation rise. 

Hope, like the glimmering taper^s light, 

Adorns and cheers the way ; 
And still the darker grows the night, 

Emita a brighter ray. 

Goldsmith. 

Few days had passed ere Louis had received, 
with a smile of gratified vengeance, the intelli- 
gence, that his favourite and his counsellor, the 
Cardinal Balue^ was groaning within acage of iron, 
so disposed as scarce to permit him to enjoy re- 
pose in any poature except when recumbent ; and 
of which, be it said in passing, he remained the 
unpitied tenant for nearly twelve years. The 
auxiliary forces which the Duke had required 
him to bring up had also appeared ; and he com** 
forted himself that their numbers were sufficient 
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to protect his person against violence, although 
too limited to cope, had such been his purpose, 
with the large army of Burgundy. He saw him- 
self also at liberty, when time should suit, to re- 
sume his project of marriage between his daughter 
and the Duke of Orleans; and, although he was 
sensible of the indignity of serving with his no^ 
blest peers under the banners of his own vassal, 
and agiuBst the people whose cause he had abet- 
ted, he did not allow these circumstances to em« 
barrasshim in the meantime, trusting that a future 
day would bring him amends.—** For chance,* 
said he to his trusty Oliver, " may indeed gaifk 
one hit, but it is patience and wisdom which win 
the game at last.^ 

With such sentinients, upon a beautiful day in 
the latter end of harvest, the King mounted his 
horse ; and, indifferent that he was looked upon 
rather as a part g£ the pageant <rf a victor, than 
in the light of an independent Sovereign sur-^ 
rocmded by his guarJfi and his chivalry, King 
I^uis sallied from under the Gothic gateway of 
Poronne, to join the Burgundian army, which 
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oomoneticed nt tl>e swie tino^ tb^r mniDb ngiiiii^t 
Uage* 

Most of the ladies of dtfitrnption who wiere ui 
tbe place, attended, dressed in th^ beat army^ 
upon tbe battlements -and de&nees of the gate^ 
to see tbe gallant show of the warnors setting 
&rth on the expedition. Thither had the Connt^ 
ess Creyeooeur brought the Countess IsabeUe^. 
The latter attended very reluetantly; but tbe 
peremptory ontor of Charles bad beai» that fthe 
who was to bestow the palm in tbe tourney, should 
be visible to the knights who w^ about to enter 
tbe lists. 

As they thronged out from under the aroh, 
many a pennon and shield was to be seen, graced 
with fresh device, expressive of tbe bearer^s de- 
voted resolution to become a competitor for a 
prize $o fair. Here a charger was painted starts 
ing for the g08j,*-^tbere m arrow aimed at a 
mark,— one knight bpre a bleeding heart, indica-^ 
tive pf bis palssipn;— anotbbr a scull, and ai coronet 
^ laurels, shewing his determination to win or 
di^. Many others there were; and some so.cun- 
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ntiigly intricate and obscure, that they might 
have defied the most ingeniouB interpreter. £ach 
knight, tdO) it bay be presumed, put bis coutiier 
to his niettle, and assumed his most gallant tfeat 
in. the saddle, as he passed for a moment under 
the view of the fiur bevy of dames and dai]lsd% 
who eheounlged their valdur by their snlBei^ 
and the waving of kerchiefs and of veils. The 
Archer-guard, selected almost at will ttoii the 
flower of the Scottish nataoD, dreii^ geoei'al api 
pladse, from the g&Bantry add ipleudour of their 
appearance. 

And there wias one among these strangers, who 
ventured on a demonstration of acquaintance witU 
the Lady Isabelle, which had not beed attempted 
even by the most noble of the French nobility. 
It was Quentin Durward, who, as he passed the 
ladies in his rank, priesented to the Countesi? of 
Croye, on the poilit of his lance, the letter of her 
auilt. 

" Now, by my honour,'' said the Count of 
CreveccBur, ^< that is over insolent in an unwor* 
thy adventura: T 
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^< Do not call bim so, Crevecoeur^'^ said Dumm; 
^ I have good reason to bear testkoooy to bis 
gallantry-- 4U)d in bebalf of tbat lady,* too.^ 

<< You make word^ of notbing,"^ said Isabelie, 
blusbing with sbanie, and partly with resent- 
ment ; *^ it is a letter from, my unfortunate aunt 
•^She writes cheofuUy, thougb her ntuation 
must be dreadfuL^ 

** Let us bear, kt us bdar what says the Boards 
bride,'' said Crevecceur. 

. The Countess Isabelle read the letter, in which 
her aunt seemed determined to make the best of 
a bad bargain, and to console heradf for the 
haste and indecorum of her wedding, by the hap- 
piness cf being wedded to one of the bravest 
men of the age, who had just acquired a prince- 
dom by his valour. She implored her nieoenot 
to judge of her William ^as she called him) by 
the report of otfiers, but to wait till she knew him 
personally. He had his faults, perhaps, but they 
were such as belonged to characters whom she 
had ever venerated. William was rather addicted 
to wine, but so was the gallant Sir Godfrey, their 
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gfandmre; — ^lie was something hasty and sangui- 
nary in his temper, such had been her brother, 
ReiBold of blessed memory ;•— he was blunt in 
speech, few Germaos were otherwise; and a 
little wilful and peremptory, but she believed 
all men loved to rule. More ther« was to the 
same purpose; and the whole conoiuded with 
the hope and request, that Isabelle. would, hy^ 
-meass of the bearer, endeavour har escape from 
the tyrant of Burgundy, and «ome to her loving 
kiaswoman^s Court of Liege, where any littledif-- 
<ferenceS'Coneerning their mutual rights of succes- 
sion to the Earldom might be adjusted by .Xsa- 
beile^^s marrying Carl ]&b^r8son<-^ bridegroom 
youi^r indeed than his bride, but that, ss she 
(the Lady Hameline) might perhaps say from 
exp^ence, was an inequality more easy to be 
i endured than Isabelle could be aware of. 

Here the Countess IsabeUe stopped ; the Ab- 
bess observing, with a prim aspect, that she had 
read quite enough concerning such worldly vani- 
ties, and the Count of Crevecoeur breaking out, 
** Aroint thee, deceitful witch ! — Why this device 
smells rank as the toasted cheese in a rat-trap— 
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Now Aky and dduble i^ uptm th» old dcimy- 
duckr 

The Countate «f Creveooeair giiaVely kdbuktf 
her husband hi his ▼iofenee^'< The Lady U^ 
neline,'' she said, .'< musthave bees deceived by 
De la Marok #ith a show of .coartesy.^ 

<< He shew coikrtksy r aiid the Couiit*-'^ I 
aeqiiit htm of all siicfa dissknulalbii* You iday te 
w^ expect ooiirtesy fhxH a lite^ Wild b o ari 
you inay as wdl trjr to lajr leaf-gold on old ratty 
^bb^irons. N6-^idiot &s ahe is^ dhe is not'quite 
goose enou^ tofall in love with the fox whoh^ 
snapped her, and diat in his vbty den. But you 
women are all aliko— &lr words carry ii«— add^ I 
dare say, here is ihy t>retty cbusin impatienft to 
join her aunt in thili fool^s panidil^, and mahy 
the Boar-Pig.'' 

<* So far from beiilg capable of ludb My,"" said 
Isabelle, *' I am douUy deriroud of reng^ince 
on the murderers of the excellent Bishop^ beoauje 
it will, at the same time, free my aunt firoili the 
villains power,'' 

" Ah ! there ind^ spoke the voice of Ccoye !" 
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exchHixed the Cbtmt ; and noioore wss said eonu- 
cerding die letter. 

iBut wiiile Ii^belle read her aufat^s eptstk to 
hmrtmodB, it muSt be observed thiat die did not 
think it necessary to redte a certssn poiUcripty in 
which the Coantess fiameliike, lady-ltke, gave an 
aoeoont id her occupations, and informed her 
aitee, that she had laid aside foir the present a 
snraoat which she was working for her husband; 
bedring the arms cf£ Croye and La Mardi'in con- 
jugal fashicm, paiied per pale, because her Wil- 
liam had determined, tor purposes of pcdiey, itk 
the first a^iion to have others dressed m his coat^ 
arinour, and himself to assume the arms of Or^ 
leans, with a bar sinistdr-^iQ other words, those 
of Dunob. There was also a slip of pkper in 
another hand, the contents of whidi the Countess 
did not tibink it necessary to mention, beirig sim- 
ply these words — ^* If you hear not of me soon, 
and that by the trumpet of Fame^ conclude mb 
dead, but not unworthy.^' 

A thought, hitherto iiepelled as wildly incredi- 
ble, now gluiced with double keenness through 

Isabelle's soul. As fetnaie wit seldom fails in the 
ir 
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oontmance of means, she so oniered it, that ere 
. the troops were fully on march, Queikkilhir'. 
ward rieceived from an unknown hand the billet of 
Lady Hameline, marked with three tmssesop- 
po^te to the postscript, and having these words 
subjoined-^^' He who feared not the amis of Or- 
leans when on the breast of their gallant owner, 
cannot dread them when displayed on that of « 
tyrant and murderer.*" A thousand thousand 
times was this intimation kissed and pressed lo 
the bosom of the young Scot I for it inarshaUed 
him on the path where boih Honour and Love 
held out the reward, and possessed him with a 
secret unknown to others, by which to distinguish 
him whose death could alone give life to his bopes^ 
and which. he prudently resolved to lock up in 
his own bosom. 

But Durward saw, the necessity of acting others- 
wise respecting the information communicated 
by Hayraddin, ance the proposed sally of Dela 
Marck, unless heedfuUy guarded against, might 
prove the destruction of the besieging army; so 
difficult was it, in the tumultuous warfare of those 
days, to recover from a nocturnal surprise. After 
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poaderiog on the matter, he formed the addi- 
tional resolution^ diat he would not ocMSimunieate 
the int^Uigenoe save personally, and to both the 
Princes while together ; perhaps, because he felt 
that to mention so well-contrived and hopeful a 
sc^ieme to Louis whilst in private, might be too 
strong a temptation to the wavering proUty of 
that Monarch, and lead him to assist, rather than 
repel, the intended sally. He determined, there- 
fore, to watch for an opportunity of revealing the 
secret whilst Louis and Charles were met, which, 
as they were not particularly fond of the con- 
straint imposed by eadi other^s society, was not 
likely soon to occur. 

Meanwhile the march continued, and the con- 
federates sck>n entered the tenitories of Liege. 
Here the Burgundian soldiers, at least a part of 
them, composed of those bands who had acquired 
the title of Eacorchewrs^ or flayers, shewed, by 
the u^age whi<^ they gave the inhabitants, under 
pretext of avenging the Bishop^s dei^h, that they 
well deserved thai honourable title ; while their 
conduct greatly prejudiced the cause of Charles, 
the aggrieved inhabitants, who might otherwise 
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hftve been pasidve in the qii*m], assuiDtBg arms 
in self^efimee, faarassing his march, by tuttiiig 
otf small parties, and falUng back before the mam 
body upon tlie dty itself, thus augmenting idie 
numbers and desperation of tboee who had re- 
M^ved to defend it. The French^ few in ntitii-. 
ber, and tfiCKie the ehdee soldiers of th^ ooutttry^^ 
kept, according to the £aag^s orders, close b]^ 
their respective standards, and observed the strict^ 
est disdpline ; a contrast which inoreoded the sus^ 
picions of Charles, who could not help reifaarkhtg, 
that the troops of Louis demeaned themselviss as 
if they were rather friends to the Liegedis^ thah 
allies of Burgundy. 

At length, ^inthout experiencitig any serious 
oppodtioB, the army arrived in the rich valley of 
the Maes, and before the laige and populmis tity 
of Li^e. The Castle of Sdionwaldt they found 
had been totiEilly destroyed, and learned thai 
William de la Marck, whose sole virtues wefe Of 
a military cast, had withdrawn his whole fiH-ces 
into the city, and was determined to avoid the en« 
codnter of the diivalry of France and Burgundy 
in the open field. But the invaders were not long 
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of ^xperieaaiig the danger which must always 
exi^t in atts^ing 9, large town, bowey(^ op^n, 
if th^ inhtdbitants are disposed to defend it des- 
perately, 

A part of the Burgundian vanguard, ooiifiri ving 
tbat» from the dismantled and breached state of 
th0 walls, they bad nothing to do but to march 
into Liege at their ease, entered one of the sub- 
urbs with the shouts of '^ Burgundy, Burgundy i 
Kill, kill— all is ours-^Remembar Louis of Bour* 
bon r But as they marched in diaonkr through 
the narrow 3treet8^ and were partly dispersed for 
the pu]^ppae of pillage, a lacge body of the in* 
habitants issued suddenly from the town, frililu 
riauely upon tbem,and made considerable slaugh- 
ter. De la Marck eren availed himself of the 
bileaches in the walls, which p^cmitted the defen* 
der^ to^ issue out at different points, and by taking 
9gpgrat& routes into the contested suburb, to. aft. 
sail in the fronts flank, and rear, at oooe, the as* 
lailw^p, who, stunned by the furious, une^peet* 
edyaod multiplied nature cftlie resistance ofibred, 
cqyM^haii^y jstand to th«r arms. The evnmig, 
^hich begfp to close, added to the confuaion. 
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When this news was brought to Dake Charles, 
he was furious with rage, wiiieh was not much ap** 
peased by the offer of King Louis, to send the 
French men-at-arms into the suburbs, to rescue 
andbringoff the Burgundian vanguard. Reject- 
ing this offer briefly, he would have put himself 
at the head of his own Guards ; butHymbereourt 
and Crevecoeur entreated him to leave the service 
to them, and marching into the scene of action at 
two points, with more order and proper a:rraiige* 
ment for mutual support, these two celebrated 
captains succeeded in repulsing the Liegeois, and 
in extricating the vanguard, who lost, beades pri- 
soners, no fewer than dght hundred men, of whmn 
about a hundred were men-at-arms. The prison* 
ers, however, were not numerous, most of them 
having been rescued by D^Hymb^rcourt, who 
now proceeded to occupy the contested suburb, 
and to place guards opposite to the town, from 
which it was divided by an open space, or espku 
nade, of five or six hundred yards, left free of 
buildings for the purposes of defence. There was^ 
no moat betwixt the suburb and town, the ground 
being rocky in that place. A gate fronted the 
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suburb, from which saUies might be easily made, 
and the wall was pkrced by two or three of tliose 
breaches which Duke Charles had caused to be 
made after the battle of Saint Tron, and which 
had been hastily repaired with mere barricades of 
timb^. D^Hymbercourt turned two culverins 
on the gate, and placed two others o{^posite to the 
breach to repell any sally from the city, and then- 
returned to the Burgundian army, which he found 
in great disorder. 

In fact, the main body and rear of the nume- 
rous army of the Duke had continued to advance^ 
while the broken and repulsed vanguard was in 
the act of retreating ; and they had come into col- 
lision with each other, to the great confusion of 
both. The necessary absence of Hymbercourt, 
who dischat^ed all the duties of Mareschal du 
Camp, or, as we should now say, of Quarter-mas-* 
tep^gieneral, augmented the disorder; and to com- 
plete the whole, the night sunk down dark as a 
wolTs mouth ; thare fell a thick and heavy ram, 
and the ground, on which the beleaguering army 
mu«t needs take up thm position, was muddy 
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and intersectod with many canaU. It isaearoe 
possible to form an idea of the oooluaioa ivfaidbi 
previdliBd in the Burgundian army, where leaderd 
wGte seiMttated from theb soldiers, and soldiers 
finom time standarob Mid officers; where etery 
(»e, from due highest to the lowest, was seekbg 
Adter and aiMSommodation whg*e he could find 
it ; where the wearied and wounded, who had been 
engaged in the battle^ were calling in vain for 
shelter and refreshment; and while those if ho 
knew nothii^ of the disaster, were pressing on to 
baye thm share in i^e sack of th^ place, whidi 
they had no cbubt was proceeding merrily. 

Whm Hyndieloourt returned^ be bdd a task 
fo perfonn of incredible difficillly) and embitter- 
ed by the reprodiehes of his mast^, who miule no 
allowanoe Spr the still more duecessary duty in 
which be had been engaged, uAtil the tempJEO* of 
the gallant soldier began to give way undbr hia 
umcasonaUe reproaohes.-^^' I went hence to re- 
stoEB some order in the van,^ he s^d, ^^ and left 
the main body under your Grace^s own guidance ; 
and n&m, on my returp, I can peither fi^ that we 
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have froni, flank, or reai^ ao uttec is the comf a»- 
sion.^^ 

*' We aie tbe more like a hattel ofheniags,^ 
aoswejred Le Glocieux, <^ whish ia the most Ha* 
tural reBemblance lor a FlemidEnBrrmy^^ 

The J68ter'*s speech made the Dukelaugh^ and, 
perhaps prevaEited a farther {ffoseeution of tb^: 
alt^catiooa betwi^ct him amd 1^ general. 

By dint of gceat exertico^ a soaaU Lust^haus^t 
or country^villa of sooie wealthjijteilizea of Lie^. 
was secured and cleared of other ocoiq^laits, fiwr, 
the aceommodation of the Duke aiid his imoiedi- 
ale attendants; andtbeauthorityof {{ymb^BCOi^t 
and Grevecceur at length estabU^bed a gMfud. ia 
the vidQity, of about forty nieii.aMrikiSy yrhtk 
lighted a very large firls» made with the timber of 
the oitt-houses, #i4^ tbey pifdjbed 4«wii &r the 
purpose. 

A littk to the left cl thjs ¥ill% a«d betwixt i( 
and the suburb, whkb; as wetfaave said, laKss opt 
po^e to the city^gate, axid occuipied by the Bur* 
guiodifsn vaiigftiard^;to$r another pleaiiure^jkipuse^ 
siuii^QuiMkdi bpr « gardaa aijfd ctmrt^jraiKli apd ka^ 

VOL. III. X 
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viDg two or ihiee small ckMeS'Or^fiddb in the sear 
of it In this the King of France established his 
own headquarters. He did not himself pretend 
to be a soldier, finrther than anatuial indifflevenee 
to danger and moeh sagadly qualified him to be 
called such ; but he was dway s careful to emplby 
the most skilful in that prafesaon, and rqiosed 
in them the confidence thejr merited. Louis and 
his immediate attendbueits occupied the house; 
a part of his Scottish Cruaid ware placed in the 
court, where there were out-houses and sheds to 
sheltar them fhnn the weather ; the rest were 
stationed in the gardoi. The rest of the Fi^eneb 
were quartered dosefy togeAter and in good or- 
der, with alium-posts iqppointed, in e9se of their 
having to sustain an attadc. 

Dunois and Crawford, assisted by several dd 
officers and soldiers, amongst whom Le Bald&^ 
was conspicuous for hb diligence, amtrived, by 
breaidng down waUs, making openings throu^ 
hedges, filling up ditdies, and the like, to facdi^ 
tate the communication of the troops with eidi 
Other, and the orderly combination of the whole 
in case of necesaty. 
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Meanwhile, the'Kii^ judged it premier logo* 
withottt farthcfr cer^aony to the quarters of the 
Duke of Burgundy, to ascertain what was to be 
the order of proeeeding, and what OMiperation 
was expected from Imn, His presence occamoned 
a soft of Qoundl of war to be held, of which 
Ctiaries ought jQot otherwise havedreamed. It was ^ 
then that Quentin Diu*ward prayed earjpestly to 
be admitted, as haying something of impcNrtance. 
to d^ver to the two Princes. This was obtained 
without much difficulty, and great was the asto^ 
nishment of Louis, when he heard him calmly 
aiid distinctly relate the purpose oi William de 
la Marek, io make a sally upon the camp of the 
besiegers, under the dress and banners of the. 
French. Louis would probably have been much 
better pleased to have had such impiHrtaiit news 
communicated in private ; but as the whole stpry 
had been publicly told, he only observed, '' that, 
whether true or .false, such a report concerned 
than most materially.^ 

'* Not a whit '—-not a whit,'' said the Duke, 
carelessly. ^^ Had ibece been such a purpose as 
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tbii yovng man aniiouiice», it had not Been com- 
municated to i»e by an Arcbep of the SooCtisb 
Guard." 

<< However that may be," answevnd Louis^ <* I 
pray youy fair couaui, you, aad' your captWM, to 
attend^ that to prerenl tbe un^ea»i^ oonsequen- 
oea of sueh an atladc, should in be' made unex- 
pectediy^ I will cauae my si^dievsto wear white 
8oav& o<(er their armour-^Dtmoisii see it given 
out <m the instant— diat is," he added, ^ ii our 
Iwother and general appix>ves at it.^ 

^* I see no objection," replied the Duke^ ^< it 
die chivalry of France are wiSing to run the risk 
of having the name of Enigbli^ of the Smoek- 
sleeve bestowed on them in future^" 

^ It would be a right wiell adapted title, ^bi&ad 
Charles^" said Le Gtorieux, ^* considenBg that a^ 
woman is the reward of the most valiant*" 

<< W^ spoken, Sagacity," said Louis-— ^< Cou^ 

sin, good night, I will go arm me.r-«By the way, 

what if I win the Countess with mine own 

handr 

^< Y^Air Majesty," said the Duke, in a0 ahered 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



€HAP. Xlli. T^E S^LLr. HfiB 

tone id voicte, ^* mu$t th<m become a true Fle- 
ming.'' 

^ I -casamtf'^ msw&eed Louis^ in a tone of the 
most .sibbere cotifideBce^ ** be more so than I am 
already, <;ould I but bring you, my dear cousiii, 
to believe it." 

The Ihike only replied by wtsbong the King 
good iiigkt, in a^tone ^resembling the snort 'ofia 
shy hors^ starting from the oareiss of the xider 
irhfen he is about to mount, and is soothiiig him 
■to stand still. 

^^ I could pardon >aU -his duplicity," said the 
Duke to Orm^BCQusar^ ^ Obtit camiot fbk'give his 
supposing me capable of the :grois8 folly of i^ong 
dupri by luls professions." 

Louis^ tob, bad his confidences mth Ot&vkt 
le Boin "when he return^ to tuasc^mqu^Hersi**- 
^ This Scot," he fiaid, <Ms isuch a mistdre of 
shrewdness afid siUapMiity, tliat I kno^ niot wkit 
U> make of hiin. PiEulqto^'^u ! think df his on- 
•pakdoBabie foUy in 4irii%mg but honecit Se^la 
.Marok's phm of a sally ibefia:^ the face «f Bur- 
gundy, CreveecBiuv -aad iatl iof ^Aem, instead of 
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lt)undii]g it in my ear, and giving Me at least the 
choice of abetting or defeating it T 

** It is better as it is, ffire,^ teid OliTCr;" there 
are masny in your present train who would scruple 
to assail Burgundy undefied, or to ally tiiemaclves 
with De la Marck."" 

*^ Thou art rigbt» Oliver. Such fools there are 
in* the world, and we hove no time to^ reconcile 
th^rscpuples-by aKttlc'doseof 6el£>interest. We 
must be true men, Oliver, and good allies of Bur- 
gundy, for this night at least, — time may give 
us chance of a better game; Go, tell' no man to 
unarm himself; and let them^ shoot^ in case of 
necessity, as sharply on those who cry France 
and St Denis ! as if they cried Hell and Satan ! 
I will myself sleep in my armour. Let Crawford 
place Quentin Durward on the extreme point of 
our line of sentinels^ next to the dty . Let him e^en 
have the first benefit of the sally which he has an- 
nounced to us— .if his luck bear him out, it is the 
better for him. But take an especidi careof Mar- 
tins Galeottiy and see lie remain, in lUe rear, in a 
place of the most absolute safety— he is even but 
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too ventuious; and, like a fool, would be both 
swordsman and philosopher. See to these things, 
OliTer, and good night — Our Lady of Cleiy, and 
Monseigneur Sfunt Martin of Tours^ be gracious 
to my slumbers !** 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



THE SALLir. 



He look'd, and saw what numbers numberless 
The city-gates <mt-pour*d. 

ParadUe Regained, 



A DEAD silence soon reigned over that great 
host which lay in leaguer before Liege. For a 
long time the cries of the soldiers repeating their 
signals, and seeking to join their several banners, 
sounded like the howling of bewildered dogs 
seeking their masters. But at length, overcome 
with weariness through the fatigues of the day, 
the dispersed soldiers crowded under such shel- 
ter as they could light upon, and those who could 
find none sunk down, through very fatigue, un- 
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dbr walk) hedges, and aich tempomry protection, 
tfan% to Biw$k for momiDg,— 4 mornii^ which 
some of theiB were never to bchnld. A dead 
deep feU on almost all, excepting those i^ho kept 
a faint and weary watch by the lod^ngs of the 
King and die Duke. The ^dangers lind hopes of 
•die marmW-«*-«yen the schemes of glory which 
Many <^tibe young nobility bad founded upon the 
splendid rpnze held out to him who Should avenge 
«he murdered fiiriiop of Liege-*<gfid€id£rom thdr 
-fm>IleGtipii as diey lay stufnfied with fatigue 
atid sleep. But not so "with Quentin Dorward. 
The knowledge that he alone was possessed of the 
means of <£stii^:ubhing La Marck in the contest 
•M^the rccolledioDi by whomdiatanfohnation had 
beea conwnntiitoatfd, aad the iairanguly which 
inigUt bb drawn from 'her eenrveying it to him«*4- 
tfae 'thought Hmt his ifortaiiie had bitoi^ht him 
■to a nbst pBiidoiis and doubtfal orkis indeed^ 
bitt cme ^Askre 'there was stilly at least, a chanoe 
of his eommgeff triumphant, banished every de- 
4aire to sleep, and strung his nerves iwith vigour, 
which defied .fatigue. 
'Po6tad,1>y dhe Kii^Viexprssaonkr^on llwtexo 
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tieine pcnnt between the Frrach quarters asadAe 
town, a good way to the right of the subinb 
which. we have mentioned, he sharpened his 
eye, to poietrate the mass whtdi lay .before him, 
and excited his ears, to catch the slightest sound 
which mi^t announce any commoticm in the 
beleaguered city. But its huge dodcs had suc- 
cessively knelled three hours aftor midnight, and 
all continued still and silent as the grave. 

' Atlength, and when he began to think the at- 
tack would be deferred till day-fareak, and joy- 
fully reooHected that there would be dien light 
encMigh to descry the Band Sinister across the 
Flfeur-de-iis of Orleans, he thought he heard in, 
the city a humminq; murmur, fike that of dis- 
turbed bees mustering for the defence of their 
Mves. He listened-— the noise ccmtinued ; but it 
was oi a diaracter so undistingiudied by any pe- 
culiar or precise sound, that it mig^t be the mur- 
mur c^ a wmd arising amoi^ the boughs of a 
distant grove, or perhaps some stream swollen 
by the late rain, which was dischai^ging itsdf in- 
to the sluggish Maes with more than usual 
sound. Quentin was prevented by these consi- 
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vderationfl from instantly giving the alarm, which, 
■if done carelesaly, would have been a heavy of- 
fence. But, when the noise rose louder, and 
seemed pourir^ at the same time towards his 
own post, an<r towards the suburb, he deemed it 
his duty to fall back as silently as possible, and 
call his uncle, who commanded the small body of 
Archers destined to his support. All were on their 
feet in a moment, and with as little noise as pos* 
Bible. In les» than a second. Lord Crawford 
was at their head, and, dispatching an archer to 
alarm the King and faia household, drew back his 
little party to some distance bdiind tfadr watch- 
fire, that they might not be seen by its light The 
rushing sound, which had approached them more 
nearly, seemed suddenly to have ceased ; * but 
they still heard distinctly the more distant heavy 
tread of a large body of men approadung the 
suburb. 

^^ The lazy Burgundians are asleep on their 
post,^ whispered Crawford; << make for the 
suburb, Cunmngham, and awaken the stupid 
oxen.^ ■ 

*^ Keep well to the rear as you go,^ said Dur* 
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ihud; <^ if ev«r I heard live tread of morUiiDeb, 
there is a strong body interposed betweea tis and 
the suburb.^ 

<< Well said, Quentio, my dainty caUant,^ said 
Crawford ; <* diou art a soldier beyond thy years. 
They only make halt till the others come lc«*- 
ward.-*-I would I had some knowledge where 
they are r 

^ I wiU creep forward, my lord,^ said QoeiH 
tki, ^ and endeavour to bring you infoiinalion.^ 

*' Do so, my bonny chield; thou hast sharp 
esirsand eyes, iakid good wiU^^^but take beed«*«^I 
would not lose thee for two and a plack.^ 

Quentin, with hbliarquebussffeady prepared, 
stole forward^ through ground which he had n&. 
ooanoitered carefully in the twilight of the pie- 
€edii% evening, until'he iwasnotdaiy cerltxun that 
he wasia tfaeneighboudioodcif aTcry iargelxxly 
of men, who were standing fast betwiKt the 
Singes quarters and thfesriau^s, but alsb that 
there 'was A detabhed ipioty df smaller dkum'ber iea 
advakKe, ^d very close to hiaii. Theyl^eetiedfte 
whisper together, as if uncertain what to do nezti 
At fast, the steps of two or thfeee Enfimapirdus, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAF. XIV. THE SALLY. 933 

detached from that smaitteT party^ approached 
hira 80 netv as twice a pikers length. Seeing it 
impossiblie to retreat undiscovered^ Quentin calk 
ed out aSmniy ^^ Qui viv^V^ and wasansw^!^ by 
«'Fiw lAh^IA'-^ege-^cst-^L-dire^^ (added he who 
spoke^ oorp^ddng himaelf,) <^ Yiv&la Frcmcer'^ 
Quentin instantly fired hk harquebuss'— « man 
groaned and firil, and he hknself, under the ii^ 
stant but vague discharge dt a number of pieees^ 
the fire of whidi van in a disotderly manneraloDgst 
the eolumn, and shewed it to be very numerous, 
hastened back to the main guard. 

" Admirably done, my brave boy !" said Craw-. 
fbrd»*." Now, callants, draw in within the court- 
yard-«they are too many to mell with in the open 
field,** 

' They drew within the eoiurt-yard and garden 
accordingly, where they found all in great order, 
and the King prepared to mount his horse. 

" Whither away, Sire ?" said Crawford ; " you 
are safest here with your own people.** 

<< Not so,** said Lotus ; <^ I must instantly to 
the Duka He must be con^nnced of our good 
Ikith at this critical moment, or we didil halve 
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both li^geob and Bui^ndiaiis iipcm US at <Miee.^ 
And, «|»iii^g oD his horse, he bade Dunois 
command the French troops without the house, - 
and Crawford the Archer-guard and other house^ 
haid troops within the lust-haus and its inelo- 
sums. He commanded them to bring up two 
sakers, and as many iaiconets, (pieces of cannon 
for the Md^ which had been left about half a 
mik on the rear; and^in the mean time, to nudce 
good their poits, but by no maans to advance, 
whatever success they might obtain ; and having 
given these orders, rode off to the Duke^s quar- 
ters. 

The delay which permitted these arrange- 
ments to be carried fully into effect, waB4>wing 
to Quentin^s having fortunately shot the proprie- 
t(Mr of the house, who acted as guide to the co» 
lumn which was designed to attack it, and whose 
attack, had it been made instantly, might have 
been successful 

Durward, who, by the Eing'^s order ^ attaided 
him to the Duke^s, found the latter in a state of 
choleric distemperature, which almost prevented; 
his dischar^ng the duties of a general, which 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAP. XIV. TH£ SALLY. 835 

were nwear more necessary ; for besides die noise 
of a dose and fimous combat which had now 
taken phce in the kiburb upon the left of their 
whole arroy,— besides the attaek upon the King?8 
quarters, which was fiercely maintuned in the 
centre,-— a third column of Liegeois, of even su-^ 
peiior numbers, had filed out from amore distant 
Inreaeh, and, marching by lanes, vineyaids, and 
paflises, known to themselves, had fallen upon the 
right flank of the Burgundian army, who, alamu 
ed at their war-cries of Vive la France! and 
Deme Mon^oie ! which mingled with those of 
Li^e and Rouge Saa^igiiery and at the idea thus 
inspioed, of treachery on the part of their French 
ooniederates, made a very desultoiy and imper- 
feet reastance; while the Duke, foaming, and 
swearing, and cursing his liege Lord and all that 
bdonged to him, called out to shoot with bow 
and gun on all that was French, whether black 
or white, — ^alluding to the sleeves with which 
Louisas soldiers had designated themselves. 

The arrival of the King, only attended by. Le 
Balafr^ and Quentin, and half a score of Arefaersi 
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testoted oonfidenoe. Hymberoourt, Creveeonir, 
andotbers of theBurgundkn leaden^ whoBeiiaine» 
were then tlie praise and dread of war, rushed de.' 
YOtedly into the don jbot ; aad, wMle some ha»*' 
tened to brii^ up more dSstaiit troops, to whom 
the panic had not extended, others threw thern^ 
sdves into the tumnb, re-aaimalied the iastindk of 
&sd{dine, and while the Duke tdled in the front 
Hke an ordinary mau-at^ums^ broi^t their men 
by degrees into array, and (Ssm&yed the assul-* 
ants by the use of their artiUi^. The conduct 
of Louis, on the other hand, was thait of a cahn^ 
collected, sagacious, leader, who neiflier sou^^t 
nor avoided danger, but shewed so much self- 
possession and sagacity, that the BorguDdua 
leaders readily obeyed the orders friuch he issued^ 
The scene was now become in the utmost de* 
gree sniwiat^yi and horriUe. On the left the sub* 
urb^ afteir a fieroe contest, had been, set on &re, 
and a wide and dreadful confliEigration did not 
prevent the bumkigxuiaB.from being stall dispu^- 
Ced. On the centra the French troops, though 
poessed hy uHoaense odds,, kept up so eloae aili 
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Ysonstant a fire, that the little pleasure-house shone 
bright with the glancing flashes, as if surrouncU 
ed with a martyr'^s crown of flames* On the left^ 
the battle swayed backwards and forwards with 
varied success, as fresh r^forcements poured 
out of the town, or were brought forward £rom 
the rear of the Burgundian host ; and the strife 
continued with unremitting fury for three mortal 
hours, which at length brought the dawn, somuch 
desired by the besiegers. The enemy, at this pe- 
riod, seemed to be slackening their efforts upon 
the right and in the centre^ and several discharges 
of cannon were heard from the Lust4iaus. 

*' Go,^ said the King, to Le Balafr^ and 
Quentin, the instant his ear had caught the sound ; 
** they have got up the sakers and falconets-—' 
the Lust-haus is safe, blessed be the Holy Vir- 
gin !— Tell Dunois to move this way, but rather 
nearer the dty, with all our men-at-arms, except- 
ing whathe may leave for the defence of the house, 
and cut in between those thick-headed Liegeois 
on the right and the city, from which they are 
supplied with recruits.^ 

VOL. iir. y 
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' The uncle and nef^ew gdloped cS to Dunois 
and. Crawford, who> bred oftl^eir defensive war, 
joyfully obeyed the summ(»is,'and, filing out at 
l!he heiad of a gallant body of about two hundred 
!French gentlemen, begideissqtiires,tand the greater 
part of the Artihars,' nuirched across. theHeld, 
tranqpling dowji thle wounded, till they gained 
OiE flank of .the large body of Lie^is, by wliom . 
the right of the Burgundians l;iad been si3 fieroel]^ 
assailed. The increai^ing .day-light <Kscovered 
that the enemy wei^ continuing to potur.out fcom 
the. cit)r, either for the ^purpose of cbntinuijig the 
battle on that point; or of bringing safely, off the 
forces who "were* already engaged. . 
. ' ^^ By Heav^ T said old Crawford to Dumns, 
<fi were I not oertaia it is. ilum .that, art riding by 
my sidis, I would say I saw thee among yonder 
banditti and burghers, marshaling and arraying 
th^tn with thy mace— only, if yon, be thou, thou 
art bigger than thou art wontto be. Art thou 
sure yonder armed leader is.not thy wnuth, thy 
doubl&-man, is these Flemings call it ?^ 

^' My wraith !'^ said Duncds ; ^^ I know not 
what you mean. But yonder is a caitiff, with my 
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bearings displayed on crest jmd shield, whom I 
will presently punish for his insolence.^ . 

^^ In the name of all that is hoble^ my lord, 
leave the vengeance to me,^.said Qu^itip. . 

^^ To thee indeed, young man ?^ said Dunois ; 
^^ that is a modest request-p— No<-*these things 
brook no 8ubsdtution«^-^Then, turning on' his 
saddle, he called out to those around him, << Qen^ 
tlemen of France, form your line.Je;vel your 
lances! Let the rising sunbeams. shine through 
the battalions of yonder swine of Liege ^4 ^^HP^ 
of Ardeniies, that masquerade in, our anient 
coats.^ ' . , 

The men-at-arms answered with a lo^d shout 
of ^^ A Dunois ! a Dunois !-^Long liye the bold 
Bastard I-^Orleans to the rescue i^'-p^And, with 
th^ leader in the centre, charged at fiiU^gallop. 
They encountered no timid enemy. The large 
body which they charged, consisted (excepting 
some mounted officers) entirely of infantry, wbo, 
setting the butt of their lances against their feet, 
the front rank ki|eeling, the seccmd stoopng, 
and those behind presenting their spears dver 
their heads, offered such renistance to the rapid 
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chaige of the meiMit-anns as the hedge^hog pre^ 
seats to his enemy. Few were able to make way 
through that iron-wall ; but of those few was 
Dunois/who, giving spur to his horse, and ma^ 
king the noble animal leap more than twelve 
feet at a bound, fairlj^ broke his way into the 
middle of the phalanx, and made towards the 
object of his animosity. What was his surpiise 
to find Quentin still by his side, tod fighting in 
the same front with himself— youth, desperate 
4»urage, and the determination to do or die, hfr- 
ving still kept him abreast with the best knight 
in Europe, for such was Dunois reported, and 
truly reported, at the period. 

Their spears were soon broken ; but tlie lanz- 
knechts were unable to withstand the blows of 
thdir long heavy swords ; while the horses and 
riders, armed in complete steel, sustained little 
iiy ury from their lances. Still they were contend- 
ing with rival efforts to burst forward to the spot 
where he who had usurped the armorial bearings 
of Dunois was doing the duty of a good and va- 
liant leader, when Dunois, observing the boarV 
head and tusks in another part of the conflict. 
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called out to Quentid, *^ Thou art worthy to 
avenge the arms of Orleans ! I leave thee the 
task.— Balafr^, support your nephew ; but let 
none dare to interfere with Dunois^ boar-hunt^ 

That Quenlin Durward joyfully acquiesced in 
this divinon of labour isemnot be doubted, and 
each pressed forward upon his separate] object, 
followed, and defended from behind, by such as 
were able to keep up with them. 

But at this moment the column which De la 
Marck had proposed to support, when his own 
course was arrested by the charge of Dunois, had 
lost all the advantages they had gained during 
the night ; while the Burgundians, with return- 
ing day, had resuined those which belong to su« 
perior discipline. The great mass of Liegeois 
were compelled to retreat, atid at length to flight; 
and, falling back on those who were engaged with 
the French men-at-arms, the whole became a 
confused tide of fighters, fliers, and pursuers, 
which rolled itself towards the city-walls, and 
at last was poured into the ample and unde* 
fended breach through which the Liegeois had 
sallied. 
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Quetitin made mdre than human exertions to 
overtake the special object of his pursuit, ivho 
was still in his sight, striving, by voice and ex- 
ample, to reiiew^ the battle, imd bvavely sup- 
ported by a chbsen party of lanz^knechts. Le 
Bdafr6, and seveid of his comrades, attached 
thenifiielves to Quentin, much marvelling at the 
extraordinary^ "gallantry displayed by so young . 
a soldier. On the vbry brink of the breach, De 
la' M^k— for it^as hitnself— succeeded in ef- 
fecting a momettti^ry Btaovij and repelling some 
of the most forward of the pursuers. He had a 
maee of iron id: his hand, before which every 
thtn^ seemed to ^ down, and was' so covered 
with blood; that it was almost impossible to dis- 
cern the bearings on his shield which had so 
much incensed Duilois. 
' Quentin now foutfd little difficulty in singling 
him out; for 'the comtnatidlllg situation of whicd 
he had'possefised himself, aiid the use he made of 
Uifl tenit^e mace, cau&ed ttu^y df the assailants id 
Beik safer pomts of Attack than that where so de^ 
perate a deflbnder presented himself. ButQuentin, 
to whom the importance attached to victory over 
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this fonnidable antagonist was better known, 
sprung from his horse at the bottom of the breach, 
and letting the noble animal, the gift of the Puke 
of Orleans, run loose through the tumult, ascend- 
ed the ruins, to measure swords with the Boar 
of Ardennes. The latter, as if he had seen hb 
intention, turned towards Durward with mace 
uplifted ; and they were on the point of encoun^ 
ter, when a dreadful shoiit of triumph, of tumult, 
and of despair, announced that the beaegers were 
entering the citj at another point, and in the reat 
of those who defended the breach. Assembling 
around him, by voice and bugle, the desperate 
partners of his desperate fortune, De la Marck 
at these appalling sounds abandoned the breach, 
and endeavoured to effect bis retreat towards a 
part of the city froai which he might escape to 
the other side of the Maes. His immediate fol* 
lowers formed a deep body of well-disciplined 
men, who, never having given quarter, were re- 
solved now not to ask it, and who, in that hour 
of despair, threw themselves into such order, 
that their front occupied the whole breadth of 
the street, through which they slowly retired, ma- 
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king head from time to time, and dteckiog th? 
pursuers, many of whom began to seek a safer 
occupation, by breaking into the hou^s for plun- 
<ler. It is therefore probable that De la Marck 
might have effected bis eacape, his disguise con^ 
cealing him from those who proitiised themselves 
to win honour and grandeur upon his head^ but 
for the staunch pursuit pf Quentin, his uncle Le 
JBalafrfe, and some of his comrades. At every 
pause which was made by the lanz-knechts, a 
furious combat took place betwixt them and the 
Archers, and in every melee Quentin sought De 
la Marck ; but the latter, whose present object 
was to retreat, seemed to evade his purpose of 
bringing him to single combat. The confusion 
was general in every direction. The shrieks and 
cries of women, the yelling of the terrified inha* 
bitants, now subjected to the extremity of mili- 
tary licence, sounded horribly shrill amid the 
shouts of battle, — like the voice of misery and de* 
spair contending with that of fury and violence, 
which should be heard farthest and loudest. 

It was just whenDe la Marck, retiring through 
this infernal scene, had passed the door of a 
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$mall chapel of peculiar sanctity, that the shouts 
of "France! France!— Burgundy ! Burgundy T 
apprized him that a part of the besiegers were 
entering the farther end of the street, which was 
a narrow one, and that his retreat was cut off.— 
^< Conrade,^ he said, " take all the men with you, 
and charge ycmder fellows roundly, and break 
through if you can— with me it is over,- J am 
man enough, now that I am brought to bay, to 
send some of these vagabond Scots to hell before 
me.'' 

His lieutenant obeyed, and, with most of the 
few lanz-knechts who remained alive, hurried to 
the farther end of the street, with the purpose of 
diarging those Burgundians who were advancing, 
and so breaking their way. Al)out six of De la 
Marck's best men remained to perish with their 
master, and fronted the Archers, who were not 
many more in, number. — ^^ Sanglier ! Sanglier ! 
Hola ! gentl^sien of Scotland,'' said he, waving 
his mace, " who longs to win a coronet,-— who 
strikes at the Boar's-head ?— You, young man, 
have, methinks, a. hankering, but you must win 
ere you wear it." 
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• Queiitinheaixl.batimperfectly tile wdrds, which 
were pMly Idst in the fabllow hdmet; but die ac^ 
tion could Dot be inistaken, and lie hi^ but tim^ 
to bid his uncte and comrades, as they w?re gen^ 
tiemen, to stand bilck/when De la Marck sprung 
upon him with a bound likb a tiger, aiming at the 
same time a. blow with hiis mace, so as to make 
his hand and foot keep time together, and ^ving 
his stroke the ftdl advantage of the descent of 
his leap; but, light of foot and quick of eye, 
Quentin leaped aside, and disappointed an aim 
which would have been fatal had it taken ef> 
feet. 

They then closed, like the wolf and the wolf- 
dog, their comrades on either side remaining in- 
itctive spectators, for Le Beilafir^ roared out for 
fair play, adding, ** that he would v^ture his 
nephew on him were he as Wight as Wallace.^ 

Ndither was his confidence unjustified $ for, al- 
though the blows of the despairing robber fell like 
those of the hammer on the anyil, ydt the quidc 
motions, and dexterous swordmianship, of the 
young Archer, enabled him to escape, and to re- 
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quite them with the point of his less n^isy, though 
more fatal weapon ; and that so often, and so ef» 
fectually, that the huge strength of his antagonist 
b^an ' to give way to fatigue; while the ground 
on which he stood became a piiddle of blbdd. 
Yet'still unabated in courage and ire, he fought 
on with as much mental energy as at first, kad 
Quentin^ victoiy se«ned dubious and distant, 
whien a feinile voice behind him called him by his 
nam^, ejaculating, ** Help I help I for the sake of 
the blessed Virgin !^ 

' He turned his head, and mith a single glance 
beheld Gertrude Pavilion, her mantle stripped 
from her shoulders^ dragged forcibly along by a 
French soldier'; one of several, who, breaking 
into the chapel close by,' had sdzed, as their prey, 
on the terrified females who had taken refuge 
there. 

'<< Wait me but one moment,^ exclaimed Quen- 
tin to l)e la Mairck, and spruilg to extricate his 
benefactress from a situation of which he conjec- 
tured' all the dangers. 

<^ I wait no mane's pleasure^^ said De la Marck, 
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flourishing his maoe, and beginning to retreat-- 
glad, no doubt, at bdng free of so fonnidable an 
assailant. 

*' You shall wait mine though, by your leave,'* 
said Balafr6; << I will not have my nephew 
baulked.^ — So saying, he instantly assaulted De 
la Marck with his two-handed sword. 
. Quentin found, in the meanwhile, that the re- 
scue of Gertrude was a task more difficult than 
could be finished in one moment. Her captor, 
supported by his comrades, refused to relinquish 
hb prize, and whilst Durward, aided by one or 
two of his countrymen, endeavoured to oompdi 
him to do so, the former beheld the chance which 
Fortune had so kindly afforded him for fortune 
and happiness, glide outof his reach ; so that when 
he stood at length in the street with the liberated 
Gertrude, there was no one near them. Totally 
forgetting the defenceless situation of his compa- 
nion, he was about to spring away in pursuit of the 
Boar of Ardennes, as the greyhound tracks the 
deer, when, clingmg to him in her despair, she ex- 
claimed, << For the sake of your mother^s honour. 
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leave me not here !— As you are a gentleman, 
protect me to my father^s house, which once shel- 
tered you and the Lady Isabdle !— For her sake, 
leave me not r 

Her call was agonizing, but it was irresistible ; 
and bidding a mental adieu, with unutterable bit- 
terness of feeling, to all the gay hopes which had 
carried him through that bloody day, and which 
at one moment seemed to approach consumma- 
tion, Quentin, like an unwilling spirit, who obeys 
a talisman which he cannot resist, protected Ger- 
trude to Pavillon^s house, and arrived in time to 
protect that and the Syndic himself against the 
fury of the licentious soldiery. * 

Meantime, the King and the Duke of Bur- 
gundy entered the city on horseback, and through 
one of the breaches. They were both in complete 
armour, but the latter, covered with blood from 
the plume to the spur, drove his steed furiously 
up the breach, which Louis surmounted with the 
stately pace of one who leads a procession. They 
dispatched orders to stop the sack of the city, 
whidi had already commenced, and to assemble 
their scattered troops. The Princes themselves 
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proceeded towards the great bhurcb, both for the 
{Nrotection of many of the distinguished inhabit, 
luts, who had taken refuge there, and in order to 
hold a sort of military council aftei' they had heard 
HighMass. 

. . Busied as other officers of his rank in collect- 
ing thofiie under bis command,. LcHrd Crawford, 
at the turning of one of the streets which leads 
to the Maes, met Le Balafr6 sauntering compOi> 
sedly towards die river, holding in his hi^d^ by 
the gory locks,, a humaa head, with as much in- 
difference as a fowler cfuries a game-pouch. 

'^ How now, Ludovic !^ said his commander ; 
^ what are ye doing witb that carrion?** 

*< It is all that is left of a bit of work wMch 
my nephew shaped out, and nearly finished^ and 
I put the last hand to,^ said Le Balafre-— ^^ A 
good fellow that I dispatphed yonder, and who 
prayed me to throw his head into theMae8.-^Men 
hive queer fandes when dd Small-Back is grip- 
ping them ; but Small-Back must lead down the 
dance itrith us fdl in our time.^ '' 

' *^ And you are going to throw that head into 

17 
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the Maes ?^ Biitdl Ccawford^ loo^oiig more atten- 
tiyelj on the ghastly memorial of mortality. 

" Ay, truly am I,'^ siiid Ludpyio Lesly. « If 
jrou refuse a dying man his boon, you are like to 
be haunted with his ghost, and I love to sleep 
sound at nights.^ 

, ^' You mu^t take your chance of the ghaist, 
man,"* said Crawford ; '< for, by my soul, there is 
more lies on that dead, pow than you think for. 
Come ddng with me^-not a wcnrd more— Come 
idjODg with me.^ 

" Nay, for that matter,'' said Le Balafre, " I 
made him no promise ; for, in truth, I had off 
his head before the tongue was well done wag- 
ging ; and as I feared him not living, by Saint 
Martin of Tours, I fear him as little when he is 
dead. Besides, my £ttle gossip, the Friar of St 
Martins, will lend me a ^t of holy water.*** 

When High Mass had been said in the Ca^ 
thedral Church of Liegei, and the terrified town 
was restored to some moderate degree of order, 
Louis and Charles, With theiir peers around, pro- 
ceeded to hear the claims of those who had any 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



352 CHAP. XIV. THE SALLY. 

to make for services performed during the bat-^ 
tie. Those which respected the County of Croye 
and its fair mistress were first received, and, to 
the disappointment of sundry claimants^ who had 
thought themselves sure of the rich prize, there 
seemed doubt and mystery to involve their seve- 
ral pretensions. Crevecoeur showed a boards hide, 
such as De la Marck usually wore; Dunois pro* 
duced a cloven shield, with his armorial bear* 
ings; and there were others, who dmmed the merit 
of having dispatched the murderer of the Bishop, 
producing rimilar tokenfr— the rich reward fixed 
on De la Marck'^s head having brought death to 
all who were armed in his resemblance. 

There was much noise and .contest among the 
competitors, and Charles internally r^retting 
the rash pronuse which had placed the hand and 
wealth of his fair vassal on such a hazard) was 
in hopes he might find means of evading all these 
conflicting clums, when Crawford pressedforward 
into the circle, dragging Le Balafre after him, 
who, awkward and bashful, followed like an.un« 
willing mastiff towed on in a leash, as bis leader 

9 
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exclaimed,-— <^ Away with your hoof» and hides, 
iEmd painted iron ! — No one, save be who slew 
the Boar, can shew the tusks !'' 

So saying, he ftung on the floor Che bloody 
head, easily known as that of De la Marck, 
by the singular conformation of the jaws, which 
in reality had a certain resemblance to those of 
the animal whose name be bore, and which was 
instantly recognized by all who had seen him. 

<^ Crawford,^ said Louis, while Charles sate 
silent, in gloomy and displeased surprise, ^ I 
trust it is one of my trusty Scots who has won 
this pirize P"^ 

" It is LudoTJC Lesly, Sire, whom we call Le 
BalafrS,"^ replied the old soldier. 

^< But is he noble r said the Duke ; <' is he of 
gentle blood ?— otherwise our promise is void."" . 

" He is a cross ungainly pieceof wood enough,'^ 
said Crawford, looking at the tall, awkward, em- 
barrassed figure of the Archer ; ^' but I will war- 
rant him a branch of the tree of Rothes for all 
that^— and they have been as noble as any house 

VOL* III. z 
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in France or Burgundy, ever sincfe it is tdd of 
their founder that, 

Between the LessJee and fiie ittait 
He slew the Knight,, and left him there. 

*< There is then no hdp for it,'' sidd the Duke ; 
'< and the fidrest and richest heiress in Burgundy 
roust be the wife of a rude mercenafiry soldier Eke 
this, or die secluded in a convent-^and she the 
only child of our faithful Reginald de Croye t— » 
I have been too rash.*' 

And a cloud settled on his brow, to the sur^^ 
jpnse of his peers, who seldom saw him evince 
the slightest token of regret for an adopted res(^ 
lution. 

*' Hold, but an instant,'' said the Lord Craw- 
ford, <^ it may be better than your Grace conjec- 
tures* Hear but what this cavalier has to say.-. 
Speak out, man, ttnd a murrain to thee," he add- 
ed apart to Le Balftfrfe. 

But that blunt soldier, though he could maKe 
a shift to express himself intelligibly enough 
to King Louis, to whose familiarity he was ha^ 
bituated, yet found himself incapable of enund- 
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atiDg his resolutioD before so splendid an assem- 
bly as that before which he then stood ; and af« 
ter having turned hbi shoulder to the princes, and 
preluded with a hoarse chuckling laugh, and two 
or three tremendous contortions of countenance, 
he was only able to pronounce the words, >< Sauii 
ders SouplejaWii^'^ and then stuck fast. 

'^ May it please your Majesty, and your 
Graoet,^ said Crawford^ ^^ I must speak for tny 
countryman and old comrade. You shall under- 
stand, liiat he has had it prophesied to him by a 
Ster in his own Uind, that the fortune of his 
house is to be made by marriage ; but as he is 
like myself, something the worse for the wear,— 
loves the wine-house better than a lady^s summer, 
parlour, and, in short, having some barrack tastes 
and likings, which would make greatness in his 
own perscm rather an encumbrance to him, he 
bath aoted'by my adv&ee, and resigns the pre- 
tensions acquired by die fate of daying William 
de la Marek, to him by whom the Wild Boar 
was actually brought to bay, who is his maternal 
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" I will jvouch for that youth^s services and 
prudence,^ said King Loms, oveijoyed lo flee 
that fate had thrown so gallant a prize to'oM 
over ^honi he had some influence. ^ Widknft 
his prudence and vigilance we had' been nuned*- 
It was he who made us aware of the nighMrily «^ 

^< I theh,* said Charles, <<iOwe him is o i i e ^r cp a * 
ration for doubting his^veraci^.'** 

<* And I can attest his gallantry as a man-at- 
arms,^ said Dunois. 

^' But,^ interrupted Crevecoeur, ^ though the 
uncle be a Scottish gentU&trtj tliatviakes not the 
nephew necessarily so.^ 

<* He is of the House of Durward,^ said Craw- 
ford ; ^descended from that Allan Durward who 
was High Steward of Scotland.'' 

*' Nay, if it be young Durward,^ said Creve- 
cceur, << I say no more.<-«Fortune has declared 
herself on his ade too fdahily, for me to slaruggk 
further with her humoursome ladyship.*" 

" We have yet to inquire,^ said Charles, 
thoughtfully, ^< what the fair lady's sentiments 
may be towards this fortunate adventurer.'? 
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" By the masB !" saidCreveocBur, ** I have but 
loo much reason to believe your Grace will find 
Jicr more amenable to authority than on former 
oceiBi(Mi8>^But why should I grudgethis youth 
bis prefennent ? since, after all, it is sense, firm- 
ness^ and gallantry, whidi have put him in pos- 
'4M^8«i6n q{ Weautu, Rai^k, and Beauty r' 



'I HAD already sent these sheets to the press, 
-concluding, as I thought, with a moral of exce4- 
ient tendency for the encouragement c^ all fair*, 
haired, light-eyed, long4egged emigrants from 
my native country, who might be willing in stir- 
ring times to take up the gallant profesaon of 
Caivali^os of Fortune. But a friendly monitor, 
one of diose who like the lump of sugar which 
is found at the bottom of a tea-eup, as well as 
the flavour of the souchopg itself, has entered a 
bittar remonstrance, and in^sts that I should 
give a i»recise and particular 'account of the 

espousals of the young heir of Glen-houlakin 
U 
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and the lovely Flemish Countes8» and Uil what 
tournaments were fadd, and bow many laaces 
were broken, upon so int^estbg an oeoasioii'; 
nor withhold from the eurious readert.lfafi amsi- 
ber of sturdy boys, who inherited the valofur of 
Quentin Durward, and of bright damaeb^ in 
whom were renewed the charms of Isabelle de 
Croye. I replied in course of post, that times 
were changed, and public weddings were entirely 
out of fashion. In days, traces of which I my- 
self can remember, not only were the ^' fifteen 
friends^ pf the happy pair invited to witness tfieir 
union, but the bridal niinstrelsy still continued) 
i^s in the ^' Aii<^eQt Mariner^^ to ^' iiod their 
beads^ till morning shone on them. Th^ s^^H* 
ppsset was eaten in tb^ nupdal phaxi^rr^tbe 
stocking waf thrpwn--fuod the bri4e*s gi^r^r w^ 
^trw^KWd for ia |mitnc^ of tb^ btippy wiiple 
whona iiymen bad maijb oM fleidiu The airtbpi)^ 
of the period wei^ laudably iuc(MU9i(e m toihwig 
its fidboona. Tbey ^par^ you Hot la bkifh ff 
the bridjp, not a niptuhHis glanqe oi tbf lH*ide- 
groom, not a diamond in. her h9ir» DQt ^ buttpn 
oa his embroidered itaistcoat; until at lengthy 
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with Aistnea, *' they fairly jput their efaaracters 
to bed.'* But how Htde does this agree with the 
modest privacy which induces our modem brides 
-^sweet bashful darlmgS'*— to steal from pomp and 
plate, and admiration and flattery, and, like ho- 
nest Shenstone, 

*« Seek lor freedom at aa inn.*' 

To the^, unquestionably, an^exposure of the 
circumstances of publicity with which a bridal 
in the fifteenth century was always celebrated, 
must appear in the highest degree disgusting. 
Isabelle de Croye would be ranked in their esti- 
mation far below the maid who milks, and does 
the meanest chars ; for even she, were it in the 
church-porch, would rgect the hand of her jour- 
neyman shoe-maker, should he propcNse ^^faire 
des noces^ as it is called in Parisian signs, instead 
of going down on the top of the long coach to 
spend the Jioney-moon incogmto at Deptford or 
Greenwich. I will not, therefore, tell xmate of 
this matter, but will steal away from the wed- 
ding as Ariosto from that of Angelica, leaving 
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it to whom it may plfiude to add ftutlitf partiMj^ 

lard, after tke tehioii of their owii imagination. 

.'••'<?■., ^. 

«« &ni»'ietter tai4 shall nng in fieadal state 



• «i>B eou/pi ritaoare in sua eontfada ^•^ 

TroTOfte e ikon naTiglio e miglior tempo 
jB de rindia a Mador dMM lo Mettro 
^ Fone altri cflkera con miglior plettro." 

^^^ . thLLAWbOfVuRtOBiS Canto XJnC.Simza 19, 

■• ' • • • "• ji *' ■ 

f 

THIS END. 
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